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Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 2A-3A, 10A

Official: Referendum needed
A $3.5 million referendum that will be on 

the ballot April 3 is the only viable option to 
keep the Delavan-Darien School District com-
petitive, Superintendent Robert Crist said. Crist 
said the school district is plagued by low fund-
ing caps from the state, and a referendum is 
the only way out of an almost 25-year funding 
slump. “We’ve climbed a mountain, and we’re at 
a plateau,” Crist said. “That’s why we need this. If 
we don’t get this, there will be significant cuts.”

STATE •3A, 5A

Woman charged over deaths
A Milwaukee woman has been charged with 

suffocating three babies more than 30 years 
ago—cases that investigators initially attribut-
ed to sudden infant death syndrome, prosecu-
tors said Friday. The cases were reopened in 
March 2015 after Nancy Moronez’s daughter 
told police her mother confessed to suffocating 
Moronez’s son with a garbage bag in 1980, pros-
ecutors say. The two other infants died in 1984 
and 1985 while Moronez was their baby-sitter.

NATION/WORLD • 10B-11B

Democratic memo released
A redacted, declassified memo released by 

Democrats on the House intelligence commit-
tee Saturday aims to counter a narrative Re-
publicans on the committee have pushed for 
months—that the FBI and Justice Department 
conspired against President Donald Trump 
during his presidential campaign, abusing a 
secret surveillance process to spy on one of his 
operatives in its Russia investigation.

Home & Money: Experts detail seven ways you might be committing tax fraud • 1D

WEATHER • 11A

TODAY
43°/27°

Partly sunny 
and windy

MONDAY
48°/36°
Mild with 

plenty of sun Sunday, February 25, 2018 • Our 172nd year • $2.50

Sports • 1B

The Janesville Craig girls  
won a WIAA Division 1 regional 
basketball title Saturday night 
with a 45-39 win over host  
Watertown

DEATH NOTICES • 10A
•Susan M. (Burdash) Barlass/Janesville
•Gary K. Maske/Janesville
•Mary Kay Reidle/Janesville
•June I. Witt/Edgerton

OBITUARIES • 10A
•Lewis “Lou” Quale/Janesville
•Arlene M. Rasmussen/Evansville and Madison

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

MILTON
Walking gingerly across a swath of ice, Jerry 

Schuetz kept his hands out for balance and slid to-

ward a fence to unlock the gate to Milton’s football 

and track stadium.

Inside the gate, Schuetz, the Milton School Dis-

trict’s communications supervisor, pointed out areas 

of the stadium due for an upgrade. The most pressing 

need, a new track, lay covered by a thin layer of nearly 

melted snow.

The site could be part of the district’s next push 

for new facilities.

Milton’s athletic spaces came to the forefront of dis-

trict consciousness at a recent school board meeting. 

A lengthy presentation outlined building deficiencies 

for a number of sports, most notably swimming and 

track and field.

The district already has a cost estimate for a foot-

ball stadium renovation—$4.5 million.

That package would expand the six-lane track to 

eight lanes; add disabled-access bleachers, restrooms 

and concession stands; and update 

adjacent tennis courts and track 

amenities for events such as pole 

vault and discus, District Adminis-

trator Tim Schigur said.

The track is unusable and won’t 

be ready for the spring season. Mil-

ton is planning to resurface it for 

fall, a short-term fix that would cost 

$125,000.

A track team without a running 

track might not be Milton’s only 

sport without a minimal home. Next month, the dis-

trict’s insurance carrier will evaluate the swimming 

pool and could mandate its closure.

The pool is losing more water than normal, though 

Milton has not confirmed whether it’s leaking. The 

pool’s deck is sinking, and that’s the issue that could 

force it to shut down, Schigur said.

Fixing the pool could cost between $500,000 and 

$900,000, he said.

The recent school board presentation was the 

first significant public discussion of facilities since 

the $69.9 million referendum failed in November. 

Focusing on athletics shifted the conversation from 

adding new classrooms to alleviating crowding.

But the change, coupled with the condition of some 

athletic facilities, left critics wondering how some 

Athletic facilities need to be part of referendum talks, Milton says

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

When the national housing market implod-

ed in 2008, Janesville architectural designer 

Brian Kaiser fled the residential construction 

business.

For 10 years, he worked instead for his cous-

in’s company, designing and planning commer-

cial property redevelopments.

Now, after a decade hiatus from the residen-

tial construction game, he’s back.

Kaiser set up a booth advertising the re-

launch of Kaiser Design/Build, LLC this week-

end at the South Central Wis-

consin Builders Association’s 

Home Show at the Holiday 

Inn Express in Janesville. The 

home show is an annual, local 

expo for residential builders 

and contractors to link up 

with local consumers.

Kaiser’s return to the 

world of home building 

comes as housing starts in 

Janesville are showing signs of picking up this 

year. That’s after years of recovery in housing 

prices after the recession, and a re-emerging 

demand—or, some might call it a shortage—in 

local housing on the market.

At the home show on Saturday, Kaiser had 

blueprints laid out on a desk showing designs 

for new, 1,500- to 2,500-square-foot homes he 

plans to build this year. He said they’ll blend 

New housing starts heating up, area builders say
IF YOU GO

What: South Central Wisconsin Builders 
Association Home Show. An annual, local expo 
for residential builders and contractors to link 
up with local consumers to show new trends in 
home building and home renovations.

When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today
Where: Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington 

Place, Janesville
Cost: $5 per adult
For more information: Visit scwba.com/

events.html

By Matt Pearce

Los Angeles Times

Since the shooting attack 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Flor-
ida, on Feb. 14, a student there, 
Sarah Chadwick, has amassed a 
Twitter following of more than 

150,000 people. 
On Thursday 
night, Chadwick 
decided to share 

a thought with them.
Was it time for a message 

calling for thoughts, prayers 
and privacy?

Hardly. It was time to go af-
ter one of Florida’s U.S. sena-
tors for taking donations from 
the National Rifle Association.

“We should change the 
names of AR-15s to ‘Marco Ru-
bio’ because they are so easy to 
buy,” Chadwick wrote.

This is what politicizing a 
tragedy looks like, and the kids 
are more than happy to keep 
doing it.

With 17 of their classmates 
and faculty shot to death, the 
students of the school have be-
come celebrity activists whom 
many left-leaning Americans 
have embraced as the new lead-
ers of the nation’s gun control 
movement.

The students have been 
bold, confrontational and even 
abrasive, rarely holding back 
their anger, even if it means 
disrespecting their older, 

Local designer returning  
to home-building market 

because the time seems right

Kaiser

ANALYSIS

Shooting 
survivors 

aren’t here 
to play nice

Students have 
leaned into new roles
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• Nation: Is this fight over 
gun laws destined for a different 
result?/11B
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Turn to HOMES on Page 7A

In the mix

Turn to ANALYSIS on Page 10A

Nate Beier/Special to The Gazette
Evansville/Albany’s Nolan Kicmol, left, scores 
near-fall points against Brodhead/Juda’s Jackson 
Hauri during the WIAA Division 2 state champion-
ship match in the 152-pound weight division Sat-
urday at the Kohl Center in Madison. Kicmol won 
10-2, ending a 42-year title drought in wrestling 
for the Evansville/Albany program. Story, Page 1B

Kicmol wins state title

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
An aerial photo shows Milton’s football and track stadium in the upper right. The track is currently unusable, and 
the school district is planning a short-term fix for next fall. A more comprehensive stadium renovation could cost 
$4.5 million.

The pool at Milton High School could shut down because 
its deck is sinking, school officials say. An insurance agent 
will evaluate the facility next month. Upgrading the pool 
could cost between $500,000 and $900,000.

Schigur
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