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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Morris Patrick Gallagher
•George E. Kuehne
•Robert Maryott

•Agustina “Lala” Rendon
•Kenneth M. Schaid

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 50 | Low 44  
A passing shower 

this afternoon
More on 7A
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Fall back tonight
Remember to set your 

clocks back one hour. 

Leaf collection 

begins Monday
Janesville begins the task 

of collecting some 6,000 

tons of leaves Monday. 

A map shows where.  

Page 3A

Edgerton falls  

in quarterfinal
Edgerton’s most successful 

foray into the WIAA football 

playoffs ended Friday with  

a 45-14 loss to Lakeside 

Lutheran. Page 1B
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Democrat Tony Evers, 

who has said he would 
consider raising the gas tax 
if elected governor of Wis-
consin and has campaigned 
on ending a tax break pri-
marily benefiting manufac-
turers, told a newspaper 
that he’s not planning to 
raise any taxes.

Evers, the state schools 
superintendent, is chal-

l e n g i n g 
Gov. Scott 
W a l k e r , 
with the 
most recent 
poll show-
ing the race 
tied. Walker 
has vowed 
not to raise 

taxes. Evers has been open 
to a variety of tax hikes 
while vowing to cut income 
taxes for the middle class by 
10 percent.

Evers planned to pay 
for that tax cut with $300 
million gained by elimi-
nating the manufacturing 
and agriculture tax credit 
program, a move Walker 
has cast as a tax increase 
on beneficiaries of the pro-
gram.

But in a Washington Post 
story published Thursday, 
Evers said, “I’m planning 
to raise no taxes.”

Evers spokesman Sam 
Lau offered little clarity 
Friday on the contradic-
tion. Lau said Evers was 
referring only to his plan 
for the middle-class tax cut.

“Those details have not 
changed,” Lau said.

Evers also has repeat-
edly said “everything is on 
the table” when consid-
ering how to spend more 
on roads, including a gas 
tax increase. Evers has not 
released a plan, saying he 
wants to talk with interest-
ed parties after the election.

Lau did not respond to 

questions about whether 
Evers was now taking a dif-
ferent position on his previ-
ously announced tax plans.

Walker has said Evers 
wasn’t releasing details 
about his proposals be-
cause he intends to raise 
a host of taxes. Evers has 
called that a lie.

Walker kept up the at-
tack on Twitter Friday.

“ T o n y 
Evers will 
raise tax-
es,” Walker 
t w e e t e d . 
“Tony’s tax-
es will cost 
us jobs. To-
ny’s taxes 
are a recipe 

for returning to a recession. 
We can’t afford to turn back 
now!”

In the race for U.S. Sen-
ate, Democratic incumbent 
Tammy Baldwin held a 
“Women for Tammy” rally 
in the liberal stronghold of 
Madison with California 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a 
likely 2020 presidential 
candidate. They then head-
ed to Milwaukee for anoth-
er get-out-the-vote event at 
a union hall. Baldwin’s Re-
publican opponent, state 
Sen. Leah Vukmir, was cam-
paigning across the state, 
ending with a rally in La 
Crosse with Walker.

Warren, speaking to 
about 300 supporters in 
Madison, said Republican 
control of the White House, 
U.S. Senate, House and gov-
ernor’s office was coming to 
an end.

“All I have to say is tick 
tock. Tick tock,” Warren 
said. “Four days, four days! 
Are you ready to get out 
there?”

Both Warren and Bald-
win emphasized Democrat-
ic support of the Affordable 
Care Act, which Vukmir, 
Walker and Republicans 
have opposed for years and 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
J.P. Fisher can’t squeeze a stapler with his right 

hand, a lingering effect of contracting polio when 

he was 2 years old.

The 81-year-old Whitewater resident has little 

muscle development in his right arm.

Despite the disease and its weakening effects, 

Fisher went on to be an All-American basketball 

and baseball player for UW-Whitewater and has 

been inducted into the Wisconsin Intercollegiate 

Athletics Conference Hall of Fame, UW-White-

water Atheltics Hall of Fame and Elkhorn High 

School’s Athletics Hall of Fame.

But the disease that killed thousands of people 

in the first half of the 20th century affected Fisher 

throughout his life, even after he was cured.

Decades later, Fisher is concerned about a dis-

ease some describe as “polio-like” that has become 

more common in recent years.

Acute flaccid myelitis is a rare condition. The 

chance of getting it is less than one in a million 

people, and since 2014 there have been 386 con-

firmed cases, the Associated Press has reported.

The condition affects a person’s nervous system 

and can cause weakness in the limbs, according to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The man accused of shooting an-

other man in Janesville on Wednes-

day told police he feared for his life 

because the other man had been 

threatening and harassing him, ac-

cording to a criminal complaint filed 

in Rock County Court on Friday.

Dominick K. Verdina, 22, of 1515 

Holiday Drive, No. 7, Janesville, was 

charged Friday with attempted sec-

ond-degree intentional homicide.

The charge can be filed against 

someone who unreasonably believed 

using deadly force was necessary to 

prevent death or great bodily harm, 

according to state statutes.

Verdina told police he was in his 

car in the parking lot where he lives, 

getting ready to pick up his daugh-

ter from school, when Anthony C. 

Hibbler approached and used vul-

gar language, saying he belonged to 

a gang and that “I’ll (expletive) kill 

you,” according to the complaint.

A witness told police he heard 

Hibbler yell, “You’re not supposed 

to be here,” along with obscenities 

toward the man in the car.

Hibbler, 32, also of Janesville, 

tried to open a passenger door, but 

it was locked, so he walked away but 

then pulled out his phone and be-

gan taunting Verdina, Verdina told 

police.

The witness saw Hibbler point 

his phone toward the car, heard 

gunshots, saw smoke and then saw 

Verdina get out of the car, continu-

ing to shoot at Hibbler, and standing 

over Hibbler with the gun pointed 

at Hibbler’s head, according to the 

complaint.

Hibbler had harassed Verdina 

in four incidents over the past 18 

Suspect feared for his life

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Charges are read by Rock County Court Commissioner Larry Barton, left, as 
Dominick K. Verdina, 22, appears in court Friday via video from the county jail 
along with his attorney.

New ‘polio-like’ disease worries polio survivor

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
J.P. Fisher sits on his living room couch Thursday in Whitewater. 
Fisher survived polio in the 1930s and went on to be a UW-White-
water Hall of Fame athlete.

A promise 
to keep? 

Evers

Walker

Evers says in newspaper interview  
that he’s ‘planning to raise no taxes’

He said he felt threatened 
by man prior to shooting

 Æ Whitewater resident overcame the affliction 
and went on to be a Hall of Fame athlete
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