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Above: A young child 
waves his arms, 
almost as if he is con-
ducting the fireworks, 
during the Indepen-
dence Day on the Rock 
fireworks display Sun-
day at Traxler Park in 
Janesville.
Right: An explosion 
fills the sky above 
Traxler Park and the 
Rock River during Sun-
day’s fireworks show. 
Find more photos 
from the festival on 
Page 5A.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

Fireworks show takes center stage

By Neil Johnson and Sara Myers

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Holiday traffic backed up on the Interstate and 

was diverted onto surface roads on Janesville’s 

northeast side after three semitrailer trucks crashed 

on I-90/39 on Monday morning.

A Wisconsin State Patrol official said the crash 

happened around 9:30 a.m. Monday near Milton- 

Harmony Townline Road north of Janesville. Three 

semis apparently crashed in the northbound lanes. 

By Brad Allen

Adams Publishing Group

TOWN OF BELOIT

Jeff Winiarski and his wife, Jenna, recently moved 

into their second home with their three sons, ages 

8, 9 and 12.

The new house is somewhat larger than their last 

place, making it a nice change of setting.

What’s more, the Turner School District’s brand 

new Garden Prairie Intermediate School is only a 

stone’s throw from their front yard. For two of their 

boys, it will be a fast walk to school every day.

“We’re really excited for them to be able to do 

that,” Winiarski said.

By JoNel Aleccia

Kaiser Health News

Five months after her 

husband died of COVID-

19, Valerie Villegas can see 

how grief has wounded her 

children.

Nicholas, the baby, who 

was 1 and almost weaned 

when his father died, now 

wants to nurse at all hours 

and calls every tall, dark-

haired man “Dada,” the only 

word he knows. Robert, 

3, regularly collapses into 

furious tantrums, stopped 

using the big-boy potty and 

frets about sick people giv-

ing him germs. Ayden, 5, 

recently announced it’s his 

job to “be strong” and pro-

tect his mom and brothers.

Her older kids—Kai 

Flores, 13, Andrew Vaiz, 

16, and Alexis Vaiz, 18—

are often quiet and sad or 

angry and sad, depend-

ing on the day. The two 

eldest, gripped by anxiety 

that makes it difficult to 

concentrate or sleep, were 

prescribed antidepressants 

soon after losing their step-

father.

“I spend half the nights 

crying,” said Villegas, 41, a 

hospice nurse from Port-

land, Texas. She became a 

widow on Jan. 25, just three 

weeks after Robert Ville-

gas, 45, a strong, healthy 

truck driver and jiujitsu 

expert, tested positive for 

the virus.

“My kids, they’re my 

primary concern,” she said. 

“And there’s help that we 

need.”

But in a nation where 

researchers calculate that 

more than 46,000 children 

have lost one or both par-

ents to COVID-19 since Feb-

ruary 2020, Villegas and 

other survivors say find-

ing basic services for their 

bereaved kids—counseling, 

peer support groups, finan-

cial assistance—has been 

difficult, if not impossible.

“They say it’s out there,” 

Villegas said. “But trying 

to get it has been a night-

mare.”

Interviews with nearly 

two dozen researchers, 

therapists and other experts 

on loss and grief, as well as 

families whose loved ones 

died of COVID-19, reveal 

the extent to which access 

to grief groups and thera-
pists grew scarce during 
the pandemic. Providers 
scrambled to switch from 
in-person to virtual visits 
and waiting lists swelled, 
often leaving bereft chil-
dren and their surviving 
parents to cope on their 
own.

“Losing a parent is dev-
astating to a child,” said 
Alyssa Label, a San Diego 
therapist and program 
manager with SmartCare 
Behavioral Health Consul-
tation Services. “Losing a 
parent during a pandemic 
is a special form of torture.”

Children can receive 
survivor benefits when a 
parent dies if that parent 
worked long enough in a 
job that required payment 
of Social Security taxes. 

Services for kids who lost parents to COVID-19 scant

Busy day 
on city’s 
streets

‘A nice  
landing spot’

Brad Allen/Adams Publishing Group
Jeff and Jenna Winiarski are pictured outside their new 
home in the town of Beloit. The couple has three school-
age sons and now live much closer to their local schools.

Crash shuts down I-90/39,  
diverts traffic into Janesville

Town of Beloit officials enjoy  
recent influx of new housing starts

Turn to STREETS on Page 11A

Turn to SPOT on Page 11A

Researchers say 
more than 46,000 
children affected

Turn to PARENTS on Page 12A

Watching wolves
UW System scientists 

study the effects of a wolf 

hunt earlier this year, in 

which hunters surpassed 

the bag limit, on the wolf 

population. Page 2A

Aid available
The federal government 

is offering loans to certain 

businesses affected by 

the drought conditions 

in southern Wisconsin 

counties. Page 3A

Still doubtful
Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 

status for Game 1 of the 

NBA Finals tonight is the 

same as it was at the end 

of the Eastern Conference 

Finals. Page 1B
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