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Season ends  

for Milton girls
Monroe’s Sydney Hilliard 

scored 31 points to lead 

her team to a 62-51 win 

over Milton in a Division 2 

sectional final. Page 1B

Thinking spring
Rock County  

Conservationists suggest 

considering native plants 

this year for your home 

landscape. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 16 | Low -6  

Mostly cloudy 
and frigid

More on 9A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

At 1:30 on a Monday after-

noon, a sprinkling of customers 

and mall walkers in exercise gear 

moved quietly past center court 

at the Janesville Mall.

Canned pop music played 

over the mall’s speakers. From 

the north end, a toddlers’ carou-

sel ride tinkled out an electron-

ic jingle that repeated every 45 

seconds.

Aside from the music, the 

center court was quiet enough 

at midday for any conversation 

above a whisper to turn passing 

customers’ heads.

At center court, the turn of a 

head revealed at one end an emp-

ty former Sears store, its lights 

still on and its double escalator 

standing idle behind a clear plas-

tic and metal security gate.

In the other direction, the for-

mer Boston Store, which closed 

last summer, stood shuttered 

behind a locked steel curtain. 

The vacant store’s entryway was 

enshrouded by black screens 

blocking its interior from view.

Some might find omens in 

such sights, but Janesville Mall 

officials insisted things are 

better than they appeared. For 

starters, the mall is not closing, 

managers said.

In fact, the mall has new 

tenant leases in the pipeline, 

and managers now plan to mar-

ket the mall’s common areas for 

local events they hope will culti-
vate more foot traffic.

Management denies a host 
of rumors, including posts on 

social media that the mall’s re-
maining anchor stores plan to 
pull out or that the mall’s new 
ownership intends to demolish 

the mall to develop apartments.

Some mall merchants have 

combated the rumors by embla-

zoning their shop windows with 

orange memos declaring in bold-

face letters: “THE MALL IS NOT 

CLOSING!”

Yet, the shuttered Boston 

Store and Sears alone leave gap-

ing vacancies of about 200,000 

square feet in the heart of the 

mall. Vacancies also have spread 

to smaller spaces near center 

Freshening up  
or fading fast?
Janesville Mall management fights the rumor mill amid exodus of tenants

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: A man walks past the shuttered mall entrance to the former Boston Store, which anchored the east 
side of the Janesville Mall before it closed last year. Top: The former Sears in the mall has been emptied out.

The mall walkers walk around here saying those things (about rumors 

the Janesville Mall might be closing). We’re seeing it on Facebook. 

Whenever we try to post something to let people know about sales 

going on in the mall, I mean, right away, the negative comments start.

Janesville Mall general manager Julie Cubbage

“ ”

JANESVILLE

Some would call it the power of 

faith.

On Dec. 29, the evening before her 

birthday, Gretchen Kingsley prayed 

over the photo of a young boy with 

Down syndrome who was available 

for adoption.

She had prayed and looked at his 

photo countless times in the preced-

ing months.

But she did not mention the boy 

or show his picture to her husband, 

Aaron.

Gretchen thought it would be the 

best birthday present ever if Aaron 

opened his heart to the child.

When Aaron came into the room, 

he noticed the boy’s picture.

“Who is that little cutie?” he 

asked. “That boy looks like he needs 

to be a Kingsley.”

Today, the Kingsleys are work-

ing with an adoption agency for 

international orphans with disabil-

ities to adopt 5-year-old Levi from 

China.

“We hope to have him home 

before Christmas,” Gretchen said.

She and Aaron believe there are 

many ways to build a family.

By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

One by one, the Republican 

senators floated their ideas. They 

were trying to find a way out of 

a seemingly impossible dilem-

ma: how to sup-

port President 

Donald Trump’s U.S.-Mexico bor-

der wall without approving the 

national emergency declaration 

he invoked to build it.

And one by one, during a private 

lunchtime meeting that ran hot at 

times, they found no easy answers.

As a deadline for voting 

looms, it’s increasingly clear that 

Republican senators are deeply 

uncomfortable with Trump’s use 

of executive power to build the 

wall and desperate to devise a way 

around the vote.

Senators know whatever they 

decide will make history. It’s the 

first time Congress is voting to 

terminate a national emergency. 

Even if Trump vetoes the measure, 

as expected, it will set precedent 

for other money grabs by future 

occupants of the White House.

This is why they tried to talk 

Trump out of invoking nation-

al emergency powers and why 

they’re now in a no-win situation 

as they prepare to vote.

“People are caught between the 

Turn to MALL on Page 9A

Open hearts: Adoption key to growing Janesville family
MORE INFORMATION

For more information about Open Hearts and Homes for Children, go to  
openheartsandhomes.org.

For information about hosting a Ukrainian child this summer, contact Gretchen 
Kingsley of Janesville at gretchenkingsley@live.com or 608-751-2798.
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BETWEEN  
THE LINES Turn to ADOPTION on Page 5A

Border wall 
presents 
dilemma 
for GOP

ANALYSIS

Growing evidence 
of unhappiness with 

use of executive power

Turn to ANALYSIS on Page 8A
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