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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Phillip F. Alf
•Joyce Elizabeth (Rieser) 
Atkinson

•Arloa (Lillstrom) Barnabo
•Ronald E. Bruce
•Elmer G. Chance

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 48 | Low 31  
Breezy and cooler 

with some sun
More on 7A

NLCS Game 3
Pitcher Jhoulys Chacin’s 

effort in tonight’s game 

in Los Angeles is key to 

the Brewers regaining  

the series lead on the 

Dodgers. Page 1B

Janesville’s selfie spot?
A 20-foot-long, 9-foot-high  

mural is taking shape  

in Janesville’s downtown area.  

Page 3A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I had to change Colton’s tires.

The tires—actually plastic pot lids—were flat, he 

said.

Colton sent me to Blaine to buy tires. I gave Blaine 

two plastic nickels and received two imaginary tires 

in return. The car had engine trouble, too, so I asked 

Colton to lift the hood, which was represented by a 

child’s construction helmet. Colton placed a play drill 

under the helmet, and the car was fixed.

Meanwhile, Dillon or possibly Mycah was giving 

me endless imaginary cups of root beer, and some 

child was telling me that carrots are best with ranch 

dressing.

Aubreigh and a friend presented me with two dolls 

that needed medicine. I was given sunglasses and a 

hat to wear. Ryder—I think it was Ryder—kept passing 

me little plastic plates of food.

This is the world of 4-year-old kindergarten, known 

as P4J in the Janesville School District.

It’s one of the few areas in which the district is 

seeing enrollment growth.

At a time when K-12 enrollment is decreasing, P4J 

numbers continue to rise, primarily because of demo-

graphic changes. This fall, 700 students will attend 

P4J classes. That’s up from 623 last year and 602 the 

year before.

P4J students attend half-day classes. For some, it’s 

part of their normal day-care routine. They attend the 

program at their day-care site and then stay for the 

rest of the day. For others, it’s the first time they’ve 

been in an educational or day care type of setting.

The program is funded by the state, and classrooms 

P4J: Letters, numbers and social skills help kids get ready for kindergarten

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
P4J students in Sarah Oswald’s classroom pretend they’re airplanes for a moment during a morning class at Wash-
ington Elementary School in Janesville on Friday. Enrollment in the pre-kindergarten program has soared to 700 
students this year.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE/BELOIT

A clinic that has provided pregnancy 

testing, birth control and sexually-trans-

mitted disease care to generations of local 

residents is set to close Oct. 31.

First Choice Health Center, which oper-

ated in Beloit and Janesville, is especially 

important to people who might not other-

wise afford the care. Services were provid-

ed no matter the patient’s ability to pay.

Community Action of Rock and Wal-

worth Counties, which runs the clinic, 

stopped offering services in Beloit on Oct. 

3.

The Janesville clinic will continue 

through Oct. 31, said Cecilia Dever, execu-

tive director of Community Action.

People who have little or no health in-

surance will struggle to find the same ser-

vices elsewhere, Dever said.

Dever said she has reached out to oth-

er providers, including 

Janesville-based Health-

net of Rock County and 

Beloit Area Community 

Health Center, to see who 

might be able to pick up 

the slack.

A letter informing pa-

tients was sent out Tues-

day, Oct. 9, Dever said.

The clinic operated about 30 hours a 

week, most of those in Janesville but on two 

Wednesdays a month in Beloit, Dever said.

About 1,000 people received services in 

the first eight months of this year, Dever 

said. Numbers were higher in the past, but 

they have dropped off since people began 

getting medical coverage through the Af-

fordable Care Act, she said.

Community Action has been supple-

menting clinic funding from block grants 

it receives, but that takes money away from 

the agency’s other programs, Dever said.

“At some point, we had to make a busi-

ness choice, and it’s just not financially 

feasible anymore,” she said.

That drop in patients meant less funding 

Rock County clinic offering free care closing after 46 years
Site, which has served 

about 1,000 people this year, 
 to close its doors Oct. 31

Dever

An intro to school

By Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump 

gazes out over his rally crowd 

and unleashes a stream of in-

sults with a theatrical flour-

ish and playful grin. He jabs 

at Cory Booker the “disaster” 

mayor, Elizabeth Warren the 

“Pocahontas” pretender and 

“sleepy” Joe Biden.

“I want to be careful,” 

Trump tells the crowd, feign-

ing a confession. He doesn’t 

want to hit his potential 

challengers too badly, he 

says, because then the Dem-

ocrats might find “somebody 

that’s actually good to run 

against me. That would not 

be good.”

The venue might be Coun-

cil Bluffs, Iowa, or Erie, Penn-

sylvania, or Topeka, Kansas, 

but the formula is largely the 

same.

Start with a few derisive 

nicknames, mix in some 

dreamy-eyed reminiscences 

of Election Night 2016, spice 

things up with an unexpect-

ed quip or zinger out of left 

field and you’ve got Trump’s 

recipe for a successful cam-

paign rally.

Trump’s rallies once 

were the cornerstone of an 

unconventional, star-pow-

ered presidential campaign 

that eschewed traditional 

organizing and defied every 

expectation. Now they’re be-

ing deployed with gusto as 

Trump and his team work 

frantically to defy polls and 

precedent and save his Re-

publican majority in Con-

gress in November’s mid-

term elections.

Trump goes on blitz as he tries  
to stave off Democratic gains

The rally 
strategy

Associated Press
President Donald Trump 
waves to the crowd following 
his speech at Eastern Ken-
tucky University, on Saturday 
in Richmond, Ky.
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