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A president deserves partial credit for 
a strong economy. The current economic 
numbers are good, so to the extent that 
gratitude is due, let us offer it. Thank you, 
President Obama.

The economic gauges have been improv-
ing steadily for the eight years of the current 
recovery. Barack Obama was president for 
seven of them. As the first year of the Don-
ald Trump presidency draws to a close, the 
economy’s growth has continued—but it has 
not accelerated in a meaningful way.

In the world as presented by the tweet-
master himself, Trump has already delivered 
on the economy, and the 
only direction from here on 
is up, up, up. Savvy inves-
tors, however, are asking, 
“When do we get out?”

Though the U.S. stock 
indexes have been hit-
ting highs, stock markets 
around the world have been 
doing as well as ours, some 
better. The economies of 
Japan and Germany are 
performing at higher levels 
(a reason the dollar has been falling against 
the yen and euro).

The latest unemployment rate, 4.1 per-
cent, is definitely positive. But Obama left 
the White House with a still-strong unem-
ployment rate of 4.7 percent. That was down 
from a high of 10.2 percent in 2009.

Candidate Trump dismissed Obama’s fall-
ing unemployment rates as “phony.” Trump 
kept citing the labor participation rate—the 
percentage of American adults working or 
actively seeking jobs—which he said was 
low. Thing is, that number factors in not 
only people who’ve given up looking for 
work but retirees, whose ranks are growing.

In any case, the labor participation rate 
when Obama left office was 62.7 percent. 
After almost a year of Trump in office, the 
labor participation rate is ... 62.7 percent.

As for America’s working stiffs, Trump’s 
contribution to their economic well-being is 
likely to be zilch—or, actually, less than zilch.

Wages are inching up under Trump, 
but they were inching up under Obama. 
Workers may be asking why that is, with 
the unemployment rate so low. The reasons 
are complex. The more pressing question is: 
What will the Republican tax package do for 
them?

Trump keeps tweeting that slashing cor-
porate tax rates will enable companies to use 
their soaring profits to build, hire and give 
workers raises. But profits have been soaring 
for years, and little of the wealth has trickled 
down to workers. It’s been kept by the execu-
tives and investors.

Nothing in the tax bills would change 
that. What they would do, however, is raise 
taxes on many working- and middle-class 
folk to cover huge tax cuts for the richest. 
Amazing but true, the legislation would tax 
wages earned by the sweat of one’s brow at 
a higher rate than the income earned by the 
proprietor.

Trump and his Republican allies are 
taking it out of the workers’ hides in other 
ways, as well. They are creating deficits that 
are already being used as excuses to go after 
Medicare and Social Security. And they’re 
dismantling the Affordable Care Act piece 
by piece.

Obama inherited a smoking economic 
ruin. Tax cuts paired with sloppy deregula-
tion had set off monster deficits and fueled 
a Wall Street orgy mired in recklessness and 
fraud. Trump and his Republican allies are 
doing a repeat performance.

There’s long been a need for tax reform, 
including lower corporate rates. The new 
version, however, is little more than a money 
grab by Trump personally and the Republi-
can donor class.

When things go south, Trump will tweet 
that things are going north. His 30 percent 
will believe him—or say they do. Imagine 
how worse it would be had Obama not led 
us from the abyss and left an orderly econo-
my on the mend.

Froma Harrop writes for Creators Syndi-
cate. She can be reached at fharrop@gmail.
com. Follow her on Twitter @FromaHarrop.

Russia’s effort to rig the 2014 Win-
ter Olympics—a scheme for which the 
International Olympic Committee last 
week banned it from the 2018 Winter 
Games—bears a striking resemblance to 
its effort to rig the 2016 U.S. presiden-
tial election.

Both were orchestrated by Russian 
intelligence agencies. Both were aimed 
at reasserting Russia’s importance in 
world affairs. Both bear the fingerprints 
of Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
who denies that his government had 
any role in them. Both ended in humil-
iating public disclosures but bolstered 
Putin’s claims that Russia gets no 
respect.

Russian athletes can compete in the 
winter games scheduled for February in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, but as inde-
pendent actors. They won’t march into 
the Olympic stadium under the Russian 
flag, nor hear their national anthem 
during medal ceremonies. Russia’s offi-
cial team medal count for Pyeongchang 
will never climb beyond zero.

Maria Zakharova, a Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman, told reporters 
in Moscow on Tuesday that the ban was 
part of “an effort to force Russia out of 
major sport” using “unfounded accusa-
tions.”

The findings were anything but 
unfounded, based on a 2016 report by 
the World Anti-Doping Agency into the 
use of performance-enhancing drugs 
by more than 1,000 Russian athletes in 
30 sports over multiple summer and 
winter Olympiads. Russian athletes’ 
miserable performance at the 2010 
Winter Olympics in Vancouver resulted 
in a concerted effort to cheat their way 
back into dominance. A nation where 
snow and ice sports provided some 
consolation for long and brutal winters 

finished 11th in 
the medal count.

At the 2014 
Winter Olym-
pics, hosted by 
Russia in the 
sad-sack Black 
Sea resort of 
Sochi, Russia 
controlled drug 
testing. Vitaly 
Mutko, a Putin 
crony who was 

then sports minister, vowed redemp-
tion. Putin, who finds sports prowess 
to be a convenient metaphor for global 
power, mounted his muscle-flexing 
invasion of Ukraine just weeks after his 
muscle-flexing Olympics.

The man in charge of the doping ef-
fort was a Ph.D. chemist named Grigory 
Rodchenkov. He fled the country in fear 
of his life in 2015. Before that, Rodchen-
kov developed an elaborate set of proto-
cols for switching dirty urine with clean 
urine—with the help, he told The New 
York Times, of the FSB, the successor 
agency to the KGB. The samples were 
passed back and forth through a hole 
in the wall of the doping lab. The FSB 
defeated the tamper-proof specimen 
bottles. Rodchenkov is now in hiding in 
the United States.

Before Adolf Hitler turned the 1936 
Berlin Olympics into an elaborate na-
tionalist promotion for the Third Reich, 
the Olympics were less about compe-
tition among nations than individual 
performance. Now it’s (mostly) blood-
less war by another name, fought by 
athletes, politicians and chemists to sell 
toothpaste, car insurance and a particu-
larly vapid form of patriotism.

—St. Louis Post-Dispatch
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The GazetteOPINION

On Sunday story, “Compensation 
questions” (Page 1A): I feel blame should 
be placed on nonprofit board members 
who agree to big-dollar, CEO compensa-
tion. Consumers be wise: If fiscal responsi-
bility concerns you, then research and find 
those charities or health care systems that 
meet your expectations. Consumers have 
power if they use it.

 � The ridiculous high salary of Tom 
Den Boer is the reason I quit the YMCA 
years ago. His performance is not worth 
even close to the $271,000 that he is paid.

 � Something smells at the Y. The pay 
for the top dog is 10.5 percent of the 
budget. The board needs to get their act 
together.

On Saturday Ugly Sweater Run: I 
think that it’s great that they’re raising 
the money for the people with disabilities 
but hope they aren’t giving the sweaters 
to them. They have enough to overcome 
already.

On Milton School Board member 
Brian Kvapil: He has been quoted as 
saying he is all about finding solutions 
to Milton’s space needs, even though he 
did not support the recent referendum. 
However, he continues to only criticize 
every action of the district. It is ‘oh so easy’ 
to take shots at others ideas and actions. It 
is much harder to work to offer solutions. 
Let’s hear something positive and new 
from him for a change.

On Dec. 1 story about Milton seclu-
sion incident: The school should have 
notified the mother. If the child had a 
fever, the mother would have been contact-
ed. Allegedly putting a 
young child out of con-
trol in a small space with 
the concrete block walls 
could be a safety risk if a 
child, out of frustration 
or fear, pounded their 
head or fist against the 
wall, breaking bones.

 � Let me get this 
right, The Gazette pub-
lishes a front-page news 
story about a naughty 
child from a one-sided 
Facebook rant from his 
mother. Apparently, this 
bad behavior has been 
blamed on others for some time now. Nice 
news story, Gazette.

On Nov. 19 front-page photo of hunt-
ers: I agree 100 percent with the hunter 
who has been hunting for 65 years (Sound 
Off, Dec. 6), but also it looks like one of the 
guns he has between his legs is pointing 
right towards one of the kids.

On Sen. Al Franken resigning: Frank-
en’s resignation speech came right out of 
the Clinton sex-scandal playbook. First, 
call the accusers liars. Second, brag about 
how you stood up for women’s rights. And 
if that doesn’t work, use the Clinton get-
out-of-jail free card, claiming you’re the 
victim and just blame everybody else.

On House Speaker Paul Ryan: If 
he had a spine and moral character, Paul 
Ryan would stand up to our unstable and 
unfit president who is placing our country 
in grave danger on so many levels. Instead, 
the very weak speaker focuses on provid-
ing tax breaks to his very wealthy political 
donors. Shameful.

On a possible chemical reaction: I’m 
trying to find out exactly what the chem-
ical is that’s sprayed on all the hills along 
the roads in the Janesville area. What is in 
the chemical, and is it harmful to the alu-
minum wheels on our vehicles? It seems to 
me that when they spray this solution and 
it gets on your wheels, the clear coat comes 
off your aluminum wheels.

On the Monterey Hotel: This beauti-
ful building was once a thriving landmark 
with the Orleans Restaurant. It’s too bad 
that the Hendricks family didn’t buy it. 
Has anybody seen what they have done for 
Beloit?

On Monday “thumbs down” to scant 
attendance at Medicaid hearing: That 
is a totally bogus, offensive ‘thumbs down.’ 
They don’t want people to attend these 
meetings. The state doesn’t because they 
want to cut Medicaid. With the amount of 
people that are in poverty on Medicaid in 
this area, it should have been advertised a 
couple weeks ahead of time and then had 
the meeting at a more central location, like 
the library or some place downtown. So 
‘thumbs down’ to the Gazette on this one.

On “White Christmas” at Park-
er High School: Bravo to all of those 
involved in the production of Parker High 
School’s ‘White Christmas.’ What an amaz-
ing show. Perfect job, everyone.

FROMA HARROP
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Russians 
cheating? How 

shocking

Economic recovery took root under Obama

Gazette’s view on area  
jobs ‘very laughable’

You made a big mistake in your editorial 
(“Outsiders get region’s story wrong again,” 
Thursday) about the Dec. 4 Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel article on Janesville and Rock 
County.

I’ve taken your paper since the 1960s 
when I lived in Plymouth Township. My 
family was Farm Family of the Year in the 
1970s, and you covered 
my auction in the Feb. 
16, 1982, issue. When 
I was on the Parkview 
School Board, you cov-
ered our meetings. Now 
you don’t cover anything 
in Plymouth Township.

We moved to Janes-
ville in 2016 and like it 
here. Your paper has a 
real good sports cover-
age.

Your reporting on 
jobs is very laughable. 
Dollar General is a bad 

place to work, per six people who talked to 
our family. 

I talked to a home builder, and he told me 
he builds good homes in Janesville, but the 
people don’t work here. 

My cousin’s neighbor builds homes, and 
he can build only two to three per year. 
Why? He can’t hire workers as they have left 
the state for better wages elsewhere.

Check your schools, and you will find a 
big percentage of kids on free lunches due to 
low income of their parents.

You would hear more 
from poor, working class 
people in your Sound 
Off, but they don’t read 
the newspapers.

Janesville is a nice 
place to live but not to 
work. The governor has 
made it that way. Pothole 
Wisconsin.

People at the Game 
Day Bar really were 
laughing at your edito-
rial.

WAYNE DAMROW
Janesville


