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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A-8A
•Kevin Alt
•Glen H. “Sonny” Demrow Jr.
•Barbara A. (Conover) 
Dustrude
•James C. “Jim” Gorman
•Dorothy Jane Hanson
•Georgia A. Janisch
•Elsie May Johnson
•James Raymond “Jim” 

Knapp
•Kenneth Lein
•Dorothy M. Lewiston
•Gerald R. Miller
•Penny Lee Miller
•Robert “Rob” Pikalek
•Jessica Ryckman
•Dorothy Jean “Dot” 
Samuelson

•Robert L. Sauer
•William T. “Bill” Schneider
•Lois C. (McDermott) 
Schulze
•Lydia H. Scott
•Gerald Wright Sawtelle Jr.
•Jerry Tomaske
•Tina Tracy

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 17  

Mostly sunny  
and colder

More on 8A

Kenosha protest
A group upset by Kyle  

Rittenhouse’s acquittal last 

Friday marched through  

Kenosha on Sunday. Page 2A

Coming up short
Aaron Rodgers’ best game of the  

season couldn’t make up for Green Bay’s 

missed opportunities in 34-31 loss 

to Minnesota. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson
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JANESVILLE
The shiny metal sign that 

once read “Shopko” on the front 
of the defunct retailer’s former 
Janesville store along Humes 
Road has been gone since 2019, 
shortly after the retail chain 
went bankrupt and shuttered all 

its locations.
Since then, the building has 

remained vacant, and the rusty 
residue the sign left behind has 
started to run down the struc-
ture’s tan façade, leaving behind 
a ghostly epitaph even as multi-
ple new retailers have sprung up 
in storefronts right next door.

The long-term vacancy and 
early signs of blight that mark 
the 100,000-square-foot build-
ing could be gone soon.

City of Janesville officials say 
they’re in discussions with Des 
Moines, Iowa-based supermarket 
chain Hy-Vee about a plan to buy 
and renovate the former Shopko 

and convert it into a full-service 
grocery and liquor store.

Under preliminary plans, 
city officials say, Hy-Vee wants 
to begin revamping the former 
Shopko as early as January with 
plans to open a new supermar-
ket in fall 2022, Hy-Vee spokes-
woman Tina Potthoff said.

Potthoff said she couldn’t give 
details of plans, but she indicated 
that Hy-Vee intends to buy the 
former Shopko and open a new 
store on an aggressive timeline.

If Hy-Vee’s plans work out, 
the company would become the 
fourth supermarket chain to find 
a home along the competitive 

Humes Road retail corridor on 
Janesville’s northeast side.

The grocery store would be 
just one facet of the develop-
ment.

City of Janesville Economic 
Development Director Gale 
Price said Hy-Vee has prelimi-
nary plans for a hybrid grocery 
store-restaurant, putting the 
full-service grocery and liquor 
stores under the same roof as a 
Wahlburgers bar and grill and a 
new Starbucks location.

Price said Hy-Vee’s Janesville 
plan would would readily fold 
into the company’s existing sup-
ply chain, and its presence could 

help draw shoppers who now 

gravitate to Hy-Vee stores in the 

Madison area.

Some Hy-Vee locations in 

Wisconsin already have lever-

aged the grocery store-restau-

rant model, including the chain’s 

stores in Madison and Fitchburg.

Price said Hy-Vee’s Wahlburg-

ers franchises tend to require a 

bar in larger-format store mod-

els.

Since early 2020, Hy-Vee has 

been converting its own in-store 

dining areas to include Wahl-

burgers restaurants, an East 

Grocery chain has Janesville on its list

By Austin Montgomery
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Wisconsin’s state health agency now recom-
mends all people age 18 and older should receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine booster dose after a fed-
eral ruling that authorized Moderna and Pfizer 
booster shots for all adults.

All adults are now eligible to receive booster 
doses, and booster doses are strongly recom-
mended for everyone 50 and older, who are at 
the greatest risk for severe disease.

“The approval of vaccine booster doses for 
all adults is an opportunity for more Wisconsin-
ites to get additional protection from COVID-
19,” DHS Secretary-designee Karen Timberlake 
said. “The COVID-19 vaccines are an import-
ant tool for preventing the worst outcomes and 
slowing the spread of COVID-19, which is essen-
tial as many folks plan to gather together for the 
upcoming holiday season. We encourage every-
one ages 18 and older to join the over 840,000 
Wisconsinites who have already gotten their 
booster or additional COVID-19 vaccine dose.”

The recommendation extends eligibility for a 
booster dose to everyone older than 18 who have 
gone at least six months since their second dose 
of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.

People who got the one-dose Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine are also eligible for a 
booster dose of any of the available COVID-19 
vaccines. Booster shots for Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine recipients are recommended by the CDC 
for those who are 18 and older and who received 
their initial shot two or more months ago.

Rock County has reported 552 new cases and 
fewer than 10 deaths in the last seven days, the 
Centers For Disease Control and Prevention 
reported. The county has a test positivity rate of 
10.22% over that time period; 73.7% of all those 
eligible in the county are vaccinated.

Over the last seven days, 24,494 cases and 137 
deaths have been reported in Wisconsin. The 
daily test positivity rate over that time period 
ranged from 10% to 14.9%. A total of 68.9% of 
those eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine are fully 
vaccinated, according to CDC data.

State backs  
expanded  
eligibility  

for COVID-19 
booster shots

Officials: Hy-Vee  
eyes Shopko site for 
hybrid development

By Scott Buaer  

and Mike Householder

Associated Press

WAUKESHA

An SUV driver sped through barri-

cades and into a parade of Christmas 

marchers Sunday, hitting more than 

20 adults and children in a horrifying 

scene captured by the city’s livestream 

and the cellphones of onlookers.

Waukesha Police Chief Dan Thomp-

son said “some” people had been killed 

but would not give an exact number. A 

person was in custody, he said, but he 

did not give any indication of motive.

One video shows a woman scream-

ing, “Oh my God!” repeatedly after 

a group of girls wearing Santa hats 

and dancing with white pompoms is 

struck. Another shows the SUV plow-
ing into members of a marching band, 
their music replaced with terrified 
screams

Fire Chief Steven Howard said 11 

adults and 12 children were injured 

and transported to hospitals by his 

department. It was unknown how 

Turn to HY-VEE on Page 4A

TERRIFYING TURN
SUV barrels through Waukesha holiday parade; death toll unspecified

Police inves-
tigate at the 
scene of a 
crash involv-
ing multiple 
injuries at a 
holiday parade 
in Waukesha 
on Sunday.

Mike De Sisti/ 
Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel 
via AP

Associated Press
Police canvass the streets in downtown Waukesha after a vehicle plowed into a Christmas parade and struck more than 20 peo-
ple Sunday.

Turn to PARADE on Page 2A
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