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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Arthur S. Burns Sr.
•Alan “Al” Cashore
•Marjorie Catherine  
(Schetgen) Corcoran
•Donald W. Dean
•Vincent “Pat” Gorman

•Michael A. Jeffords
•Cleve H. Johnson Jr.
•Janice Mickelson
•Nancy A. (Woodman) 
Pearsall
•Marilyn B. Pfammatter

•Violet M. Robert
•Robert J. Soderberg
•Carol J. Swenson
•Don C. Terrell
•Donna M. Wilmovsky

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87 | Low 68  

Warm with  
a t-storm in spots

More on 11A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

John Graf collected baseball  

cards as a boy growing up in 

1960s Janesville.

But unlike many other young 

fans, Graf copied information 

from the cards, drew illustra-

tions and made an 80-page book 

about his diamond heroes.

Prominent among those 

heroes were Black players, 

including Hank Aaron of the 

Milwaukee Braves and Orestes 

“Minnie” Miñoso of the Chicago 

White Sox.

Many of those players had 

one thing in common: They got 

their start in the Negro Leagues, 

leagues that existed because 

white professional baseball kept 

Black players out from 1884 

until Jackie Robinson joined the 

Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.

Graf became interested in 

those who were left out or mar-

ginalized. Decades later, his 

dedication to that history led to 

an editing job on a new book on 

Black baseball, “Rube to Robin-

son.”

The title refers to Robinson, of 

course, and Andrew “Rube” Fos-

ter, a superb pitcher and man-

ager, who organized the Negro 

National League, the first of its 

kind, in 1920.

Graf did a short stint as a 

sports writer at The Gazette in 

the 1970s, when he wrote a story 

about the first Black player in the 

minor-league Wisconsin State 

League, Milton Bohannion, who 

played for the Janesville Cubs in 

Keeping score: Local man helps edit book about Negro League baseball history
Jackie Robin-
son signs  
his historic 
contract with 
the Brooklyn  
Dodgers in 
1945. Robin-
son was the 
first Black 
player in 
the major 
leagues after 
a short stint 
in the Negro 
Leagues.

Tribune News 
Service

BOOK SOLD LOCALLY
“From Rube to Robinson” is 

available at Book World, 2451 
Milton Ave., Janesville, and from 
online booksellers.

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE

Rock University High 

School’s enrollment is growing 

as more students seek to get a 

head start on college.

In partnership with and 

located on the campus of Black-

hawk Technical College, the 

school gives students the oppor-

tunity to earn college credits 

with the ultimate goal of having 

them graduate with an associ-

ate degree.

The public charter school is 

set up similar to a college with 

Monday, Wednesday and Fri-

day and Tuesday and Thursday 

classes with embedded breaks 

in the day for study. In addi-

tion to gaining college credits 

through either advanced place-

ment or dual-credit classes, stu-

dents learn the routine and hab-

its of college life. They can take 

night classes at BTC or partici-

pate in activities on campus.

“It’s a solution to help stu-

dents, especially those who 

are underserved and who are 

first-generation college stu-

dents who might have barri-

ers, financial or otherwise,” 

Principal Kolleen Onsrud said. 

“It’s designed to provide all 

support needed for the first 

two years so when students are 

juniors they are confident and 

can advocate for themselves.”

The students can either enter 

the workforce after obtaining 

their associate degree or apply 

it toward additional education.

“Our goal is for students to 

finish what they started at BTC. 

Charter school makes gains

By Paul Wiseman

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

The U.S. economy is sparking 

confusion and whiplash almost as 

fast as it’s adding jobs.

Barely more than a year after 

the coronavirus caused the steep-

est economic fall and job losses on 

record, the speed of the rebound 

has been so unexpectedly swift 

that many companies can’t fill 

jobs or acquire enough supplies to 

meet a pent-up burst of customer 

demand.

“Things exploded—it was like 

a light switch,” said Kirby Mallon, 

president of Elmer Schultz Ser-

vices, a family-owned Philadelphia 

firm that repairs and maintains 

kitchen equipment for restaurants 

and other clients. “The labor mar-

ket is just out of control. We liter-

ally cannot hire technicians ... We 

ramped up so quickly, the supply 

chain wasn’t ready for it.’’

Economic forecasters, with lit-

tle historical precedent to guide 

them through the aftermath of a 

global pandemic, are pondering 

questions they can’t answer with 

Economy 
defying 
analysis
Experts unsure what  

to make of stats in such 
an unusual moment

Rock University  
High School focuses  
on college readiness

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Cole Fishel waves goodbye to the dairy cows as his family exits the barn at Wilnore Hol-
steins-McNally Farms on East Bingham Road in the town of Harmony during the 44th annual 
Rock County Dairy Breakfast hosted at the farm. Right, top: Visitors hitch a ride behind a trac-
tor to get from their vehicles to the farm. Right, center: The line to get breakfast at one point 
extended from the barn where food was being served down to the road. Right, bottom: Indoor 
and outdoor seating was provided at the breakfast.

A fond farewell

Turn to ECONOMY on Page 11A

Turn to CHARTER on Page 11A

Turn to BASEBALL on Page 11A

Friday fire
One person went to the 

hospital after an explosion 

and fire in silos holding 

ground rubber at a  

south-side Janesville  

manufacturer. Page 3A

Parker falls
Middleton swept the 

Janesville Parker boys 

tennis team in a Big Eight 

Conference match Friday. 

Page 3B

New memorial
British soldiers who participated 

in the D-Day invasion of Europe 

in 1944 are the focus of a new 

Normandy memorial unveiled 

Sunday, the crucial operation’s 

77th anniversary. Page 7BParker’s Hunter Woodworth
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