TV icon Trebek dies

Council preview

Alex Trebek, the longtime
host of the afternoon game
show ‘Jeopardy!’ died
Sunday at 80 years old after
a battle with pancreatic
cancer. Page 8B

The Janesville City Council
will consider measures to
help restaurants as weather
conducive to outdoor dining
will start to dwindle in the
coming weeks. Page 3A

Will there be
winter sports?
Area school boards have
been meeting in recent days
to discuss whether high
schools will have winter
sports seasons. Page 1B
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Biden prepares presidential transition
Co-chairmen named for group that will focus on pandemic
By Will Weissert, Alexandra Jaffe
and Aamer Madhani
Associated Press
WILMINGTON, DEL.

President-elect Joe Biden signaled Sunday he plans to move
quickly to build out his government, focusing first on the raging pandemic that will likely
dominate the early days of his
administration.
Biden named a former surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy,
and a former Food and Drug
Administration commissioner,
David Kessler, as co-chairs of
a coronavirus working group.

RELATED
• White House resists: President
Donald Trump, his aides and his lawyers
promise legal fights over allegations
of fraud for which no proof has been
presented./7B

Other members are expected to
be announced today.
Transition team officials
said Biden also will launch his
agency review teams, the group
of transition staffers that have
access to key agencies in the current administration to ease the
transfer of power. The teams will
collect and review information
such as budgetary and staffing

decisions, pending regulations
and other work in progress
from current staff at the departments to help Biden’s team prepare to transition. White House
officials would not comment on
whether they would cooperate
with Biden’s team on the review.
“People want the country to
move forward,” said Kate Bedingfield, Biden deputy campaign manager, in an interview
on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” and
that they want to see Biden and
Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris “have the opportunity
to do the work, to get the virus

Associated Press
President-elect Joe Biden gives a thumbs-up to the crowd at his victory speech
Turn to TRANSITION on Page 9A Saturday in Wilmington, Del., with his wife, Jill.

District adapts to ARISE
Teachers, students
get comfortable
with online school

UW System
providing
rapid tests
for virus
Testing to be available
in Whitewater today

By Benjamin Pierce
bpierce@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

After a steep learning curve to
begin the school year, both teachers and families of first-year students at ARISE Virtual Academy
say the good outweighs the bad.
The Janesville School District’s online school experienced
a boom in enrollment and staff
size this school year as COVID19 fueled uncertainty about students’ safe return to classrooms.
The school currently serves
about 2,300 K-12 students, far
surpassing last year’s enrollment of 243 students. Teachers
have been in high demand as a
result: The school has 112 teachers this year, a big jump from
the 12 teachers—seven full-time
positions—it had last year.
Assistant Principal Jenna
Rosienski called teachers the
“heart” of success at ARISE
this year because the curriculum is the same. She said professional development will be
offered throughout the year to
help teachers, but early indications are positive.
“I think with any growth like
we’ve had in any educational

By Ashley McCallum
amccallum@gazettextra.com
WHITEWATER

Turn to ARISE on Page 10A

Turn to TESTING on Page 7A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
ARISE Virtual Academy teacher Kayla Silha teaches a new song to her kindergarten students from her Janesville home Thursday. Silha, who is in her first year at ARISE, admits that learning how to teach virtually was a
challenge, but she loves it now.
system, you’re going to hear negatives and positives,” Rosienski
said. “Our job is to help families
navigate that, and I believe we’re
doing that.
“From my administrative
lens, going from 200 to nearly
3,000 students brings many
challenges and obstacles, but I
believe we’ve put organizational
systems in place to help our students, families and teachers be
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protect some family members
who are in the high-risk category
for COVID-19. After early difficulties with the platform, technology and finding the best way
to communicate with families
virtually, Egger said she enjoys
every day at ARISE.
Egger begins checking emails
each day around 6 a.m. She then

Students, staff and community members will be able to
receive COVID-19 test results in
15 minutes on the UW-Whitewater campus starting this week.
The UW System announced
last week that universities across
the state will receive a total
of 250,000 Abbot BinaxNOW
COVID-19 tests provided by the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, according to a
news release.
Wisconsin schools were
given the testing kits as part of
a federal surge testing program,
which sends temporary federal
support to areas experiencing a
spike in novel coronavirus cases,
according to the release.
UW-Whitewater will host
the testing site, providing facilities and resources to manage
the flow of people and traffic. A
third-party company contracted
with the federal government
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successful.”
With the growth came challenges for new teachers and new
students.
“It’s night and day. It’s two
totally different ways of teaching,” said Katie Egger, a teacher of
30 years who is teaching kindergarten at ARISE this year after
spending last year at Madison
Elementary School.
Egger made the switch to

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 74 | Low 63
Low clouds
may break; warm
More on 9A
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