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Employees with JNB Signs wipe down a new Festival Street sign that was attached Tuesday to the metal archway at the 
start of the section of South River Street that runs along the ARISE Town Square in downtown Janesville. A similar sign 
is planned at the opposite end of the two-block segment.

Can you tell me how to get to ‘Festival Street’?

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Though there was no 

item on Tuesday’s Janes-

ville School Board meeting 

agenda related to the topic, 

members of the public 

voiced opposition to school 

mask mandates during the 

meeting’s public comment 

period.

Outside the school dis-

trict office before the meet-

ing, a small group of peo-

ple waved flags and signs in 

protest of mask mandates.

Before speakers stepped 

to the lectern, board Pres-

ident Cathy Myers read a 

statement reminding them 

of the rules of conduct they 

were expected to follow.

“Speakers must conduct 

themselves with respect 

and civility toward oth-

ers,” she read before point-

ing out that past public 

comment periods largely 

remained civilized. “Hon-

estly, everybody that has 

spoken with us and shared 

their concerns with us has 

been exemplary,” she said.

The four speakers criti-

cized and cast doubt on the 

district’s decision to imple-

ment a universal masking 

mandate after it was lifted 

over the summer. One car-

ried a sign reading “Mask 

by Choice.”

Arguing there was a 

correlation between pro-

longed masking and sui-

cide, Janesville resident 

Karla Herrmann expressed 

anger over what she called 

a “control issue” that left 

children socially deficient.

“We were made to look 

at each other’s faces. We 

were made to look at our 

smiles,” she said. “Stop 

spreading fear and start 

letting our kids be kids.”

Another speaker, Tami 

Goldstein of Janesville, 

Mask outcry  
continues

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Allen Zuehlke holds up a sign while with a small group at the 
intersection of Racine and River streets to protest the Janes-
ville School District’s masking policy before Tuesday night’s 
school board meeting. That policy requires indoor masking 
for all teachers, staff, students and visitors at district schools.

By Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

The nation’s top general testified 

Tuesday that the American war in 

Afghanistan ended in “strategic fail-

ure,” a grim conclusion that acknowl-

edged a long series of mistakes and mis-

calculations by the Pentagon’s leaders.

“The enemy is in charge in Kabul,” 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Gen. Mark A. Milley said during a Sen-

ate Armed Services 

Committee hearing. 

“There’s no other way to 

describe that.”

The hearing, which 

also featured Defense 

Secretary Lloyd J. Aus-

tin III and Gen. Ken-

neth F. McKenzie Jr., 

who oversaw operations 

in Afghanistan, peeled 

back layer after layer of misconcep-

tions during the longest war in Amer-

ican history:

U.S. military officials trained Afghan 

forces to be too dependent on advanced 

technology; they did not appreciate the 

extent of corruption among local lead-

ers; and they didn’t anticipate how 

badly the Afghan government would 

be demoralized by the U.S. withdrawal. 

Taken together, the Pentagon’s leaders 

testified, such errors permitted the Tal-

iban to swoop back into power far faster 

than U.S. officials had anticipated.

Intelligence reports suggesting the 

Afghan forces could hold off for longer 

were “a swing and a miss,” Milley said.

Milley: Afghanistan occupation ended with ‘strategic failure’

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

Even with federal public health 

guidance now recommending some 

people receive COVID-19 vaccine 

booster doses, the scope and roll-

out of the additional shots are lim-

ited, including here in Rock County.

So far, booster doses are only 

authorized for people who have 

received the Pfizer vaccine for their 

original vaccine series after updated 

guidance by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration and Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention.

Locally, the Rock County Health 

Department said Tuesday its posi-

tion is in line with the Wisconsin 

Department of Health Services’ 
current recommendations regard-
ing booster doses.

“We will likely be hearing more 
in the near future about whether or 
not booster doses are recommended 
for the Moderna and J&J (Johnson 
& Johnson) vaccines,” public health 
communications specialist Jessica 
Turner said.

Current public health guid-
ance recommends people age 65 
and older, residents in long-term 
care settings and people age 50 to 
64 with certain underlying health 
conditions should receive a Pfizer 
booster vaccine dose. People 18 to 
49 with certain health conditions 
and people 18 to 64 who are at an 
increased risk for COVID-19 expo-
sure and transmissions may choose 
to get the Pfizer booster dose.

“Although the COVID vaccines 
still provide a strong level of protec-
tion from the original vaccination 
series, it will be important for the 

higher risk groups to get a booster 

dose to strengthen and prolong that 

protection,” Turner said.

A booster dose serves a different 

purpose than the additional dose 

recommended in early August for 

certain immunocompromised peo-

ple.

The additional doses are for peo-

ple with certain medical conditions 

or who are receiving certain treat-

ments leaving them moderately or 

severely immunocompromised and 

who might not have built a strong 

enough immune response after 

their initial vaccine. In contrast, 

a “booster dose” refers to another 

dose of a vaccine that is given to 

someone who built enough protec-

tion after their initial vaccination 

but that protection decreased over 

time.

To schedule an initial vaccina-

tion in Rock County, visit Rock 

CountyShot.com.

County to follow state on boosters

Anti-mask proponents speak  
at Janesville School Board meeting

Additional COVID-19 
vaccine dose offered  
for Pfizer recipients

Associated Press
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Mil-
ley speaks during a Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee hearing Tuesday in Washington.

Joint chiefs chairman says 
‘Enemy is in charge in Kabul’
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Turn to FAILURE on Page 12A

Austin

Not-so-speedy trials
While hundreds of arrests 

have been made in connection 

to the Jan. 6 invasion of the 

U.S. Capitol, few cases have 

reached the trial stage.  

Page 8B

‘Boondoggle’
Gov. Tony Evers assailed 

the ongoing investigation 

into the 2020 general 

election and said he would 

be ‘lawyered up’ if he were 

a municipal clerk. Page 2A

Craig grabs a win
After winning a close first 

set, Craig took control 

against Parker and swept  

a Big Eight Conference 

volleyball match Tuesday 

night. Page 1B
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