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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Chico Alegria
•Michael Duane  
“Mike” Asmus
•Frances Ann “Sancie” 
(Walker) Bailey
•Donald R. Birschbach
•Taylor Ekaterina Brandt

•Beverly Bultman
•Leroy Derhammer
•Larry Junior Garrett
•Marilyn E. Hakes
•Dawn Johnson
•Grace M. Kietzman
•Carol R. Lieb

•Alexander Loper
•Dennis C. Redler
•Glenn R. Reed
•Richard “Dick” Rifenbery
•Gerald Henry Thelen
•Adolphus Williams

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 59  

A shower  
and thunderstorm

More on 12A

Car show Sunday
An estimated 4,000  

people passed through  

Preservation Park in the 

town of Beloit to see the 

hundreds of cars parked 

there for Autorama. Page 7A

Not guilty
Fort Atkinson man 

acquitted in Rock 

County case in which 

he was accused of 

arson, attempted 

homicide. Page 3A
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LEARNING PROCESS
The pandemic has had an effect on every aspect  

of education. The Gazette takes a look at four  
critical topics during our two-day series.

FRIDAY
 �Virtual learning is optional 

again—and preferred by some 
students.

 �Public school enrollment in 
Wisconsin takes an historic hit.

TODAY
 �Home schooling spikes in 

state under pandemic  
conditions.

 � Increasing broadband cov-
erage key to success for schools.

Submitted photo by Joshua Andrew
Annabelle, Evelyn and Annelise Andrew, left to right, examine plant 
cell structures during a home-school science lesson taught by their 
mother, Hilary Andrew.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

KANDU Industries hosted 

its second Dragons on the Rock 

boat festival Saturday at Trax-

ler Park.

After its maiden event in 

2019, KANDU canceled Dragons 

on the Rock last year due to the 

coronavirus.

During Saturday’s festivities, 

which featured 18 boats resem-

bling the mythical fire-breath-

ing beasts, paddlers competed 

in teams of 16 to 20 members. 

With names like Paddle Faster 

Pastor and Oar We There Yet, 

the boats and their crews were 

sure to treat attendees to spir-

ited competitions.

Linda Diedrich, market-

ing director for KANDU, said 

the event was held as a fund-

raiser to help assist adults with 

disabilities or disadvantages. 

Diedrich said this year outper-
formed expectations by far. The 
money raised will go toward 
funding programs the organi-
zation offers to provide those 

services to the community.

The event also introduced two 

competitions, a keg toss and the 

Dragons on the Rock  
lights up Traxler Park

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A team of paddlers with PremiereBank compete in one of the heats during the annual Dragons on the Rock Boat 
Race and Festival on Saturday.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Dressed as a dragon, Liz Menz keeps time for her paddlers during the 
annual Dragons on the Rock Boat Race and Festival on Saturday.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Although at least one local private 

employer is complying with COVID-19 
vaccination requirements for workers 
President Joe Biden issued last week, it 

could be a while before local governments 

decide whether to follow suit and apply 

the mandate to government workers and 

public union employees.

This week, officials for the city of Janes-

ville, Rock County and the public school 

districts of Janesville and Milton told The 

Gazette they’re waiting for more guid-

ance from federal workplace rule mak-

ers. Biden’s new edict requiring COVID-

19 vaccinations by large private employ-

ers and federal contract workers could 

apply to some 5,000 local government and 

school district workers.

Local officials want to know if Biden’s 

executive order requiring private work-

places with 100 or more workers to man-

date COVID-19 vaccines or face a burden 

of routine COVID-19 testing is binding.

Biden’s vaccine action last week 

was immediately met with threats of 

rule-blocking lawsuits from some large 

corporations.

Yet Rock County’s largest private-sec-

tor employer, Mercyhealth, has issued 

orders that would require its 2,600-some 

workers to be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 starting Oct. 15. Any Mercy-

health workers who aren’t granted a med-

ical exemption would face routine fees for 

weekly COVID-19 testing, under new rules 

Mercyhealth released last week.

In an email this week, Rock County 

Administrator Josh Smith said the county 

has not yet taken a stance on how Biden’s 

new rule might impact the county’s nearly 

1,200 workers. He said the county has not 

Vaccine order breeds uncertainty
Local officials await  

further federal guidance

KANDU fundraiser pits teams in friendly paddling competition

By Kate Van Dyke

Adams Publishing Group

The number of home-

schooled Wisconsin children 

saw its largest increase since 

1984 in the 2020-21 school year, 

suggesting that the COVID-19 

pandemic convinced many par-

ents to take their kids’ educa-

tion into their own hands.

Unlike public school enroll-

ment, which has decreased 

over the past few years, home-

school enrollment has been 

slowly increasing. Home-

schooled students accounted 

for just 2.2% of all students in 

the 2019-2020 school year, but 

that percentage grew to 3.25% 

of students in 2020-2021.

With home-school enroll-

ment increasing by 47% since 

last school year and virtual 

learning becoming more com-

mon, more parents are home 

schooling their children. And 

those who have been home   

schooling for years are feeling 

validated.

Missie Crisp, an adminis-

trator of the Facebook sup-

port group Homeschoolers of 

Western Wisconsin and board 

member of Eau Claire Virtual 

State sees rise  
in home schooling
Spike in 2020-21 school 

year follows gradual 
gains since 2011-12

Turn to HOME on Page 12A

Turn to ORDER on Page 10A

Turn to DRAGONS on Page 10A

Milton shuts out Janesville Parker Other Friday scores

Janesville Craig ... 35
Oregon .................21

LG Badger ........... 42
Elkhorn .................21

Brodhead/Juda ... 43
Platteville .............. 0

Full coverage inside

The Red Hawks 

moved one win 

closer to a potential 

playoff berth with 

a 17-0 win over the 

Vikings. Page 1B
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