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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even in this pandemic 

year, some work—road work 

contracted by the state, for 

instance—has seemed to roll 

on uninterrupted.

Now, just one more year 

of work remains until the 

expansion of Interstate 90/39 

between Beloit and Madison 

is done.

State Department of Trans-

portation officials say the 

COVID-19 pandemic has not 

hampered the state’s progress 

on the 45-mile project. In fact, 

a DOT project manager and 

a DOT spokesman both said 

the $1.2 billion lane expansion 

project is running on budget 

and on schedule.

The project is slated to 
wrap by the end of fall 2021, 
but most of the long stretches 
between the state line and 
Madison will be fully open to 

traffic in the new three-lane 
configuration on both the 
north and southbound lanes.

In fact, DOT project man-
ager Immanuel Yartey said 

crews are striping portions of 

the new surface, a welcome 

return to a new normal for 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Lindsey Davidson’s puppy, a husky-Po-

meranian mix named Cooper, had been 
with her for most of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

She works at home in Janesville as a com-
puter programmer for a California hospital, 
so she said Cooper and his bright blue eyes 
were “basically by my side 24/7” since she 
got him in mid-April.

“He went boating, camping, everything 
with me,” she said.

“And then I took him to Herman’s Hang-
out in August.”

The Fort Atkinson facility that trains 
dogs is where Cooper died, Davidson said.

A Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Lab 
report shared by Davidson and her lawyer, 
Daniel Jardine, says Cooper suffered from 
strangulation. A photo they shared also 
shows Cooper’s body with a red mark on 
his neck.

A news release issued by Jardine said 
Davidson is not the only person whose dog 
died in about a month’s time at the training 
and boarding facility run by Tammy Olson.

Chase and Megan Peterson of DeFor-
est lost Marley, their 1-year-old Golden-
doodle-Labradoodle mix, on Aug. 8. The 
release states Olson told them Marley died 
of “hanging after he was placed by Olson 
upon an elevated ‘place box,’ with a leash 
extending from his choke collar to a fixed 
location above, and left there alone.”

Davidson has said Olson told her that she 
had “put too much pressure” on Cooper’s 
choke collar, and he “went limp,” accord-
ing to the release.

The Humane Society of the United States 
suggests avoiding choke chains because 
strangulation is possible.

Tammy S. Flemming, whose maiden 
name is listed as Tammy Olson, was charged 

Woman 
mourns  

loss of pup

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Lindsey Davidson embraces her 17-year-old 
Pomeranian at her Janesville home. Davidson 
said she still mourns for Cooper, her 8-month-
old puppy who died at a Fort Atkinson train-
ing facility.

Work near the 
Interstate 90/39 
intersection with 
Highway 26 in 
Janesville includes 
a new portion of 
Ryan Road that 
runs beneath the 
Interstate.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
This north-facing view of Interstate 90/39’s intersection with Highway 26 in Janesville shows work is still in progress on the ramp onto 
the southbound Interstate.

Interstate expansion in Janesville proceeds as planned despite year’s upheaval

CRUISING ALONG

Owner of training facility 
where dog’s death occurred 
charged with misdemeanor

By Christina A. Cassidy

Associated Press

ATLANTA

Just days before the presidential elec-

tion, millions of mail-in ballots have yet 

to be returned in key battleground states, 

and election officials warn that time is 

running out for voters who want to avoid 

a polling place on Election Day.

At least 35 million mail-in ballots 

had been returned or accepted as of 

early Wednesday, according to data col-

lected by The Associated Press. That sur-

passes the 33.3 million total mail-in bal-

lots returned during the 2016 election, 

according to the U.S. Election Assistance 

Commission.
Yet an estimated 1.9 million ballots 

were still outstanding in Florida, along 
with 962,000 in Nevada, 850,000 in 
Michigan and 1 million in Pennsylvania. 
In most states, the deadline for ballots to 
be received is Election Day.

“Don’t wait until Election Day,” Penn-
sylvania Gov. Tom Wolf implored vot-
ers this week. “Hand-delivering your 
own ballot now will give you the peace 
of mind that your vote will be counted 
and your voice will be heard in this his-
toric election.”

Combined with early in-person vot-
ing, at least 71.5 million votes have 
already been cast, more than the total 
number of advance votes four years ago.

Many states made it easier to request 
a mail-in ballot this year amid the coro-
navirus pandemic and concerns about 
crowded polling places on Election Day.

One challenge has been ensuring 

that voters who are not used to voting 

absentee return their ballots in time to 

be counted. Compounding concerns are 

mail delivery delays that have persisted 

across the country. Delivery data from 

the U.S. Postal Service does not offer 

much assurance that these ballots will 

reach their destinations if they have not 

already been mailed.

Throughout the fall, as ballots moved 

through the postal system, the agency 

has consistently missed its goal to have 

more than 95% of first-class mail deliv-

ered within five days. In the week that 

ended Oct. 16, the most recently avail-

able weekly figures, the Postal Service 

reported a national on-time delivery 

rate of 85.5%. Postal districts in many 

presidential battleground states failed to 

Analysis: Millions of mail-in ballots still not returned
Officials reminding voters 
time to be counted is short
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All in a row
Line for drive-thru virus 

testing at Blackhawk 

Tech backs onto highway, 

affecting traffic; 607 

tests administered there 

Wednesday. Page 3A

Steep decline
Stock indexes lose ground 

as coronavirus-related 

restrictions go back into 

effect in major European 

economies, including  

Germany, France. Page 6B

An open door?
For the first time in 

months, State Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos  

expresses interest in  

another coronavirus 

relief effort. Page 2A
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