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Getting better
Officials say testing 

capabilities for the 
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continue to improve. 

Page 7B

Nuggets nip Bucks
Playing without several 

starters, including Giannis,   

Milwaukee puts up a good 

fight before falling 

109-95 to Denver. Page 1B
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BTC referendum on track?

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Green and Rock county resi-

dents soon will be receiving sur-

veys asking if they would support 

a $32 million referendum to help 

build a public safety and transpor-

tation center at Blackhawk Tech-

nical College.

At its February board meeting, 

the Blackhawk Technical College 

Board approved a survey designed 

by School Perceptions, an inde-

pendent firm that specializes in 

such work. The survey was paid for 

by the Blackhawk Technical Col-

lege Foundation, which does not 

receive any tax dollars.

In October 2018, the college 

bought 38 acres of farmland north 

of its central campus, 6004 S. 

County G, Janesville. At that time, 

only a track for an emergency vehi-

cle operator course was planned.

But then college officials toured 

other facilities and talked to local 

law enforcement officials, fire 

chiefs and businesses. They real-

ized the facility could be more use-

ful both to the college and the com-

munity if it was more than just a 

track, college fire science coordi-

nator Rob Balsamo told the board 

in November.

The primary feature still would 

be the track, but the center also 

would include specialized areas 

for semitrailer truck and motor-

cycle training, a practice tower and 

pond for firefighters, a “tactical vil-

lage” for police exercises, a more 

realistic practice area for electrical 

power distribution students, an 

educational building, and a new 
home for the college’s transporta-
tion studies program, according to 
board documents.

The transportation studies pro-
gram is now located at the corner of 
highways 14 and 51 north of Janes-
ville. The college has been trying 
to sell that building and move the 
program back to the main campus.

Vehicle training now takes 
place in the parking lot of BTC’s 
main campus on County G.

Using the parking lot for train-
ing is risky because of student and 
transit traffic. In addition, the area 

Warm March weather is for the birds

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A robin splashes in a puddle Monday during a rainy day at Traxler Park in Janesville. There might be fresh water com-
ing  for another bath soon. After the sun peeks out today, more rain is expected Wednesday and Thursday. Tempera-
tures are expected to reach into the 50s, including a high of 58 on Thursday, before a tumble back into the 40s arrives 
on Friday. See Weather, Page 7A.

By Stan Choe and Alex Veiga

AP Business Writers

Stocks took their worst 

one-day beating on Wall 

Street since the global 

financial crisis of 2008 as a 

collapse in oil prices Mon-

day combined with mount-

ing alarm over what the 

coronavirus could do to the 

world economy.

The staggering losses, 

including a 7.8% tumble 

in the Dow Jones Indus-

trial Average, immediately 

raised fears that a reces-

sion might be on the way 

in the U.S. and that the 

record-breaking 11-year 

bull market on Wall Street 

could be coming to an 

abrupt end in a way no one 

even imagined just a few 

months ago.

The drop was so sharp 

that it triggered the first 

automatic halt in trading 

in more than two decades. 

European stock indexes 

likewise registered their 

heaviest losses since the 

darkest days of the 2008 

meltdown and are now in 

a bear market.

Together, the sell-offs 

reflected growing anxiety 

over the potential global 

economic damage from 

the coronavirus, which has 

infected more than 110,000 

people worldwide and 

killed about 4,000 while 

Baby on life support; mother’s boyfriend in custody
By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 15-month-old girl was 

on life support Monday at 

a Rockford hospital while 

the child’s mother’s boy-

friend was held at the Rock 

County Jail.

The boyfriend, Steven 

M. Horan, 30, of Janesville, 

was arrested on a charge of 

physical abuse to a child, 

causing great bodily harm, 

but it’s possible the formal 

charge will be even more 

serious.

The child is brain dead, 

and doctors delayed shut-

ting off life support after 

the child’s father asked for 

more time with the child 

and for a second opinion, 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Rich Sullivan said at 
Horan’s initial appearance 

in Rock 
C o u n t y 
Court on 
M o n d a y 
afternoon.

T h e 
writing of 
a crimi-
nal com-
plaint was 
d e l a y e d 

pending police investiga-
tion, so Sullivan was said he 
would not object to allow-
ing Horan to be released 
from jail on a signature 
bond, but during the hear-
ing, Sullivan received 
a note telling him that 
Judge John Wood had set 

a $10,000 cash bond over 
the weekend.

Court Commissioner 
Jack Hoag said he would not 
overrule Wood and allowed 
the bond to remain.

Sullivan said police 
believe Horan was drink-
ing at the time the injuries 
were inflicted.

Hoag ordered Horan to 
maintain absolute sobriety 
and have no contact with 
the mother or any child 
under age 18.

Horan has two children 
of his own, but he is barred 
from seeing them under a 
previous Child Protective 
Services order, Sullivan 
said.

Janesville police offi-
cers responded to the 
home in the 500 block of 

Eisenhower Avenue at 
about 12:30 a.m. Satur-
day and found the child, 
who was not breathing; 
the child’s mother, who 
was administering CPR; 
and Horan, according to a 
police news release.

“The child was trans-
ported to Mercyhealth 
Hospital & Trauma Center 
with life-threatening inju-
ries,” the release states.

Sullivan said the child 
suffered blunt-force 
trauma.

The boyfriend was 
watching the child while 
the mother was out, and 
when she returned, she 
found the child seriously 
injured, according to the 
release.

T he  ch i ld  was 

transferred to Javon Bea 

Hospital in Rockford, Illi-

nois, where she remained 

Monday, Sullivan said.

Lt. Charles Aagaard of 

the police investigations 

bureau said Horan did not 

admit to causing the inju-

ries.

Aagaard said police are 

working with doctors to 

determine precisely what 

kind of injuries the baby 

suffered.

Aagaard said circum-

stances leading up to the 

injuries were undeter-

mined as of Monday after-

noon and still being inves-

tigated.

Horan is scheduled to 

next appear in court Mon-

day.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City officials and the 

owner of the Janesville Mall 
have negotiated a plan that 
fundraisers hope will make 
the indoor sports complex 
proposal more attractive to 
prospective donors.

The new plan puts the 
sports complex on the site 
of the former Sears store, 
making it visible from Mil-
ton Avenue, Janesville’s 
busiest commercial cor-
ridor, Neighborhood and 
Community Services Direc-
tor Jennifer Petruzzello 
said.

The move should make 
the project more appealing 
to major donors, Janesville 
Jets President Bill McCos-
hen said. McCoshen is lead-
ing the private fundrais-
ing efforts, and his North 
American Hockey League 
team would be one of the 
facility’s primary beneficia-
ries.

So far, no donors have 
committed to the project, 
McCoshen said.

The city council heard 
from Petruzzello, McCos-
hen and Janesville Area 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Executive Direc-
tor Christine Rebout about 
fundraising efforts for the 
facility during its meeting 
Monday night.

The Friends of the 
Indoor Sports Complex 
group formed late last year 
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Huge losses raise 
recession fears
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