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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Wayne M. Anderson
•Antonette J. Cone
•Paula S. Cummings
•Lisa A. Schroeder
•Mary Alice Staben

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 8  

A p.m. rain  
or snow shower

More on 7A

BIFF is back
Check out the 

movies playing at 

this year’s Beloit 

International 

Film Festival. 

kicks, inside
By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

ELOIT—Beloit sure loves its movies, 

and filmmakers sure seem to love 

Beloit right back.

From Feb. 23 to March 

3, more than 100 of the 

most creative minds in 

independent cinema will 

trek to southern Wisconsin 

to show their wares at 

the Beloit International Film Festival. 

Hidden from Hollywood’s gaudy glitz and 

glamour, this intimate get-together has 

become a front-line favorite for movie 

purists seeking feedback on their work.
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Who’s playing where?

Looking for a night out? See which 

bands are performing in the area with 

our Night Music listings. Page 2Ckicks
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Who’s playing where?

Looking for a night out? See which 

bands are performing in the area with 

our Night Music listings.

BIFF!BIFF!
The Beloit International Film Festival 

is set to celebrate its 14th season 

with movies from around the globe

Page 2C

BB

Turn to BIFF on Page 7C

TO LEARN MORE

Find capsules 

of films featured 

at BIFF on Pages 

4C-7C.

Let there be

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

The Republican-controlled Wisconsin Senate 

sent a middle-class tax cut bill to Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers on Wednesday, setting up what is like-

ly to be the new governor’s first veto.

The measure is the first bill passed by the 

Legislature this session. Republicans moved 

quickly to pass the $340 million-a-year tax cut 

to get ahead of Evers, who campaigned on a 

promise to cut middle-class taxes by 10 percent 

and planned to include it in the state budget he 

introduces in two weeks. Democrats blasted the 

Republican plan as a stunt.

While Republicans and Evers both want to cut 

income taxes for middle income earners, they 

can’t agree on how to pay for it. Both sides have 

said they would be willing to compromise, but 

neither has shown signs of budging in an early 

test of how they will govern.

Evers did not immediately promise to veto the 

bill but reiterated that he intended to propose his 

income tax cut plan in his budget.

“We need to get this done for the people in 

our state, and I hope that Republicans in the 

Legislature will set politics aside and work with 

me to get this done,” Evers said in a statement.

Republicans don’t have large enough major-

ities in the Senate and Assembly to override an 

Evers veto without Democratic support. That 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

When she returns to the 

classroom in fall, former UW-

Whitewater Chancellor Beverly 

Kopper will earn nearly 50 per-

cent more in salary than the chair-

woman of the department where 

she will teach.

Kopper’s salary of $118,308 for 

the fall semester is:

 � 75.8 percent more than that 

of the average psychology depart-

ment faculty member.

 � 49.9 percent more than the 

salary of department Chairwoman 

Carolyn Morgan.

 � 38.1 percent more than the 

department’s current highest sal-

ary.

UW-W provided the current 

salary figures of 15 faculty mem-

bers in response to an open 

records request. They are nine-

month salaries without benefits.

Kopper’s nine-month sala-

ry was cited in a Dec. 6 letter 

from UW System President Ray 

Cross to Kopper. The letter was 

released Dec. 17, 

the day Kopper 

announced her 

resignation.

The Dec. 6 let-

ter says Kopper 

will earn her an-

nual chancellor 

salary of $242,760 

while she is on 

paid leave until the end of August.

Then she will teach four class-

es each semester of the 2019-20 

school year as a tenured psychol-

ogy professor, according to a work 

plan system officials released 

Monday in response to a separate 

open records request.

Morgan, the psychology de-

partment chairwoman, declined 

to comment. Morgan started 

at UW-W in 1996 after she got 

Above: Yiamary 
Rodriguez cuts out a 
paper heart for a book-
let during a class lesson 
on Valentine’s Day at 
Adams Elementary 
School in Janesville on 
Wednesday. Left top: 
Kiyah Gruenwald, 5, looks 
up from her heart draw-
ings during an art class 
Wednesday at Adams. 
Left bottom: Adams stu-
dents made these teddy 
bear crafts Wednesday 
to hold valentines from 
classmates.

Photos by Anthony Wahl
awahl@gazettextra.com

As an instructor,  
Kopper’s pay will  

surpass her boss’s

Kopper

Tax cut veto likely

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Arielle L. Landing did a U-turn 

and rammed her SUV into a wom-

an on an east-side Janesville street 

Oct. 6, 2017.

The victim went up onto the 

hood and fell to the pavement, 

where the SUV dragged her sever-

al feet before Lan ding drove away.

That act came from a “well of 

rage” she was unable to control, 

a prosecutor said Wednesday as 

Landing was sentenced in Rock 

County Court.

It was born of a horrible 

childhood, said her attorney 

Jason Sanders.

Sanders said Landing, 30, 

needs help for depression, drug 

abuse and related problems that 

she can get on probation. Sanders 

suggested five years of probation, 

to include a year in jail.

But Judge John Wood said the 

crime was so serious that he had to 

impose prison. He sent Landing to 

prison for four years followed by 

five years of extended supervision.

Wood said Landing was lucky 

she wasn’t facing a homicide 

charge. As it was, the victim suf-

fered collapsed lungs, a bruised 

liver and fractures to the ribs, 

pelvis, collarbone, shoulder blade 

and arm.

The incident started outside 

Woman sentenced to prison 
for using vehicle as weapon

Arielle L. 
Landing 
covers her 
mouth as she’s 
sentenced 
Wednesday 
at the Rock 
County 
Courthouse in 
Janesville.

Angela Major/
amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

Republicans send plan  
to Evers, who wants to pay 
for tax relief another way

UW System: Salary  
in line with policy

Extended supervision 
will follow 4-year term

Turn to TAXES on Page 7A

Turn to PAY on Page 7A

Turn to SENTENCE on Page 7A

Comeback winners
The Bucks trailed the 

Pacers by 10 in the fourth 

quarter but rallied to  

improve their record to  

43-14 ahead of the All-Star 

break. Page 1B
97106
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