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Standoff ends 

peacefully
Janesville police arrested 

a Janesville man Friday 

after the distraught man 

pointed a shotgun at 

family members. Page 3A

Evansville girls 

swat Whitewater
Evansville turned a two-point  

halftime deficit into a  

comfortable 59-35 win Friday 

in Rock Valley Conference 

play in Whitewater. Page 1B

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
A sheriff ’s deputy was 

justified in fatally shoot-
ing an intoxicated Elkhorn 
man who drove a car at the 
deputy last October, the 
Walworth County district 
attorney said Friday.

In a letter released 
Friday afternoon, District 
Attorney Zeke Wiedenfeld 
wrote that Deputy Peter 
Wisnefsky was defending 
himself when he shot Sean 
A. Dutcher, 38, the night of 
Oct. 18, 2018.

Wisnefsky fired 10 shots, 
two of which hit Dutcher 
in the chest, Wiedenfeld 
wrote.

“I have formed the opin-
ion that the 
shooting of 
Mr. Dutcher 
by law en-
forcement 
was privi-
leged and a 
reasonable 
exercise of 
self-defense 
and defense 

of others,” Wiedenfeld 
wrote in a letter to Sheriff 
Kurt Picknell.

Wisnefsky has worked 
at the sheriff ’s office since 
February 2016. He was on 
administrative duty since 
the shooting.

A Friday news release 
from the sheriff ’s office 
states Wisnefsky “has been 
restored to full duty while 
the internal review of this 
matter continues.”

The following back-
ground was compiled from 
previous news releases, 

Wiedenfeld’s letter and re-

leased body-camera foot-

age:

The night of Oct. 18, po-

lice were responding to a re-

port from a “concerned cit-

izen” who called 911 about 

a reckless driver who was 

driving from Waukesha 

County into Walworth 

County. The driver had al-

most side-swiped a “tractor 

trailer” and was swerving 

on the road.

Police located the black 

Hyundai Tucson at Highway 

12/67 and Potter Road near 

the Elkhorn city limits. A 

pursuit involving multiple 

squad cars ensued.

Deputies tried sev-

eral maneuvers to stop 

Dutcher’s car, finally stop-

ping him near Brogan & 

Patrick Manufacturing, 515 

E. Centralia St., Elkhorn.

Five squad cars then 

tried to box in Dutcher.

Wisnefsky got out of 

his squad car, which was 

“angled against the front 

driver’s side of the black 

Tucson,” the letter states.

Wisnefsky’s body cam-

era footage shows him 

standing at the driver’s side 

front fender of his squad 

car, pointing his gun and 

three times yelling, “Put 

your f---ing hands up.”

After the third time, 

a law enforcement offi-

cial opened the driver’s 

side door and tried to get 

Dutcher out of the car, but 

Dutcher reversed and then 

Walworth County 
sheriff’s deputy 

cleared in shooting

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Alex Weeks, an Edison Middle 

School student, spent hours in her 

school’s technology lab designing a 

blue-and-white plastic 3D model of 

nuclear particle accelerator equip-

ment.

Weeks was at the downtown 

Janesville offices of SHINE Medical 

Technologies on Thursday afternoon, 

waiting on deck as one of several stu-

dents who had built models in a con-

test SHINE launched six months ago 

with the Janesville School District.

The company wanted middle and 

high school students to design a pro-

totype for its Illuminator Award, an 

employee award of excellence.

Weeks’ model—a set of interlock-

ing plastic pieces she produced using 

a 3D printer—had a tube that fit a 

small laser pointer.

Slid in place inside the model, the 

laser pointer is supposed to replicate 

the business end of SHINE’s particle 

accelerator technology: a beam of su-

per-accelerated, blue-purple plasma 

that zaps a target of liquid, low-en-

riched uranium to create medical 

molybdenum-99.

Nuclear physicists at SHINE who 

end up with Weeks’ model on their 

desks can remove the laser pointer 

from the model and use it for what-

ever purpose they want.

Likely, it would be good for point-

ing out something scientific.

Weeks and several other students 

have worked since last fall to design 

3D models SHINE could use for its 

award. Under parameters laid out in 

the contest, the awards had to be a 

certain size and dimension, incor-

porate SHINE’s particle accelerator 

technology, and feature a splash of 

creativity and usefulness.

“We didn’t want the typical glass 

star that gathers dust on your shelf. 

We wanted to create something fun—

not boring,” SHINE Vice President 

Katrina Pitas said.

Cheryl Peterson, SHINE commu-

nity employment and engagement 

manager, said “a light bulb went 

on” last year that a contest might get 

students interested in the medical 

Janesville middle school students present their ideas for SHINE contest

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Foxconn Technology Group shift-

ed its stated strategy for its planned 

Wisconsin complex yet again Friday, 

crediting a conversation with 

President Donald Trump for cement-

ing plans to proceed with building 

a factory to make high-tech liquid 

display screens.

The news capped a week of 

confusion about Foxconn’s plans 

in Wisconsin. The company an-

nounced in 2017, to much fanfare, 

that it planned to invest $10 billion 

in the state and hire 13,000 people 

to build an LCD factory that could 

make screens for televisions and a 

variety of other devices.

The company last year said it was 

reducing the scale of what was to be 

made in Wisconsin, from what is 

known as a Gen 10 factory to Gen 6. 

But this week, even that was thrown 

into question when Foxconn ex-

ecutive Louis Woo said it couldn’t 

compete in the television screen 

market and would not be making 

LCD panels in Wisconsin.

But on Friday, in yet another twist, 

Foxconn said after discussions with 

the White House and a personal 

conversation between Trump and 

Foxconn chairman Terry Gou, it 

plans to proceed with the smaller 

manufacturing facility.

“Great news on Foxconn in 

Wisconsin after my conversation 

Foxconn apparently shifts Wisconsin plan again after Trump intervenes

Off again, on again?

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Edison Middle School student Alex Weeks talks about using a 3D printer to create the model in her hand during a presen-
tation on her team’s design for the 2019 SHINE Illuminator Award at SHINE Medical Technologies’ Janesville offices Friday.

‘A light bulb went on’

District attorney:  
Deputy justified 

in October actions

Wiedenfeld Wisnefsky

Dutcher

Photo courtesy of Jean Brogan
A small SUV driven by Sean A. Dutcher, who was shot by 
Walworth County sheriff’s Deputy Peter Wisnefsky, crashed 
through a wall at Brogan & Patrick Manufacturing in Elkhorn 
on Oct. 18, 2018, according to statements from police and the 
company. The vehicle smashed the desk where the owner’s 
son had been working moments before he took shelter.
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A prototype of the 2019 SHINE 
Illuminator Award, created by Edison 
Middle School students.
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