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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 85 | Low 70  

Partly 
sunny

More on 7A

Dinger king
Pete Alonso thwarts 

yeoman effort by Vladimir 

Guererro Jr. to claim MLB 

Home Run Derby crown 

Monday. Page 1B

Limit breached
Iran on Monday began  

enriching uranium to 4.5%, 

just breaking the limit set by 

its nuclear deal with world 

powers. Page 6B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

City officials plan to dis-

cuss possible safety improve-

ments at the downtown 

ARISE Town Square after a 

boy fell off the park’s floating 

pier and was swept down-

stream Sunday.

Deputy City Manager 

Ryan McCue said he plans to 

discuss with the public works, 

police and fire departments 

the 8-year-old boy’s fall into 

the rain-swollen river.

Police Sgt. Chad Pearson, 

who was one of several offi-

cers who responded Sunday, 

said the boy is OK after police 

and a fisherman in a boat 

teamed up to help the boy 

to the west river wall, where 

police lifted him out.

The city’s town square has 

been open to the public as a 

park for less than a year, and 

Pearson said Sunday was the 

first time he knows of any-

one falling into the river while 

using the park.

The park has a floating pier 

and amphitheater-style steps 

that lead into the water. The 

steps and pier have no fenc-

ing or rails to keep people 

out of the water. That part 

of the park was designed to 

give kayakers and canoeists 

easy access to the river, offi-
cials say.

To the north and south 
of the park, a wall lining the 
river limits access and makes 
getting out of the river diffi-
cult.

After heavy rains, the riv-
er’s downtown stretch can 
have a swift current and 
undertows.

The town square has 
become an attraction for fam-
ilies and youth after an inter-
active fountain named The 
Bubbler was completed last 
year. It opened for its first full 
summer this year.

The Bubbler is a stone’s 

By Julie K. Brown

Miami Herald

NEW YORK
Jeffrey Epstein pleaded not guilty 

Monday in federal court to sex traf-
ficking charges, part of a swirl of devel-
opments in the case of the multimil-
lionaire accused of sexually abus-
ing an array of underage girls at his 
mansions in New York City and Palm 

Beach, Florida.
Epstein, 66, was 

arrested Saturday as he 
arrived on a private jet 
from Paris, one of sev-
eral places where he 
maintains residences. 
After spending the rest 
of the weekend behind 
bars—a far cry from his 
customary opulence—

he appeared in court Monday wear-
ing a blue jail jumpsuit, hours after 
the Department of Justice unsealed a 
two-part indictment that could land 
him in prison for the rest of his life.

His arrest followed a series of sto-
ries in the Miami Herald that detailed 
how prosecutors in South Florida had 
engineered a controversial deal to 
grant him immunity when he faced 
similar charges a decade earlier. The 
immunity deal was kept secret from 
his alleged victims, a violation of the 
Crime Victims’ Rights Act.

At a news conference Monday, 
Geoffrey Berman, the U.S. attorney 
for the Southern District of New York, 
declared that Epstein’s alleged crimes 
“shocked the conscience.” It is alleged 
that he employed recruiters to lure girls 
as young as 14 to his home, ostensibly 

Epstein pleads 
not guilty to 

sex trafficking
 Æ Alleged crimes include hiring 

 recruiters to lure young girls

Epstein

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The $1.27 million shoreline resto-

ration project near the site of the for-

mer Monterey Dam is moving for-

ward come rain or high water, a city 

official says.

Janesville Public Works Director 

Paul Woodard said the project is on 

schedule and should be completed 

around October.

Drax Inc., the Madison company 

that demolished the dam last sum-

mer, is overseeing the work, which 

aims to restore the area to a more 

natural state that includes wetlands 

and wooded habitats.

Nearly $920,000 in grants from 

the state Department of Natural 

Resources is paying for the work.

Crews finished working down-
stream from the Monterey Rock over 

the winter, so the former lagoon area 

is the current focus. With this year’s 

heavy precipitation and flooding, the 

area has consistently been a muddy, 

sloppy spot.

Woodard said this part of the proj-
ect should be done by August or Sep-
tember. The bay area will be dredged 

into a small peninsula surrounded by 

a stormwater pond. It will have nat-
ural grasses along the shoreline and 

additional kayak and fishing access 

points.

A Gazette reporter saw no equip-

ment or people working in the lagoon 

area Monday.

Woodard said city officials 

designed the project timeline to 

accommodate circumstances such 

as extreme weather, and that has 

allowed work crews to stay on track 

throughout a rainy spring and sum-

mer.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Water from the Rock River rushes around the pier at the ARISE Town Square on Mon-
day in downtown Janesville.

City to study ARISE pier safety
Concerns raised after boy falls in, is swept downstream

Crews were 
able to fin-
ish much of 
the shore-
line res-
toration 
work down-
stream of 
Janesville’s 
Monterey 
Rock, close 
to where 
the Mon-
terey Dam 
once stood. 
They are on 
pace to fin-
ish the proj-
ect by Octo-
ber.

Photos by 
Anthony 
Wahl/awahl@
gazettextra.
com

Lagoon phase nears for dam restoration plan

A person walks along the Rock River’s muddy shoreline 
Monday in Janesville.

Officials: Project should be 
nearly done by October
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