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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Bonita “Bonnie” Flesch
•Marvel Jean Rosa Hedum
•Carol “Perky” Perkins
•Thomas P. Sayre

•Tina Sterken Shafer
•Jean Ellyn Smith
•Julian Lee Stinson Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 67  

Clouds and breaks 
of sun

More on 7A

Brewers overtake Cubs 

in race for postseason
Milwaukee’s 5-1 win over San 

Diego, combined with Chicago’s 

5-4 loss to St. Louis, lifted the 

Brewers into the second NL 

wild-card position. Page 1B

NorthStar project 

enters new phase
Beloit company’s plan to 

produce medical isotopes 

is beginning construction 

of a particle accelerator 

facility. Page 3A

Whitewater girls win
The Whitewater girls volleyball 

team won an exciting 5-set 

match over visiting Rock Valley  

Conference opponent  

Evansville on Thursday night. 

Page 1B
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers said Thursday that he 

would consider requiring assault weapon 
owners to sell such guns back to the gov-
ernment, sparking an instant backlash 
from Republican legislators.

The GOP’s top leaders said Evers finally 
revealed what they believe is Democrats’ 
true goal of disarming legal gun owners. 

They promised that he would never suc-

ceed as long as Republicans control the 

Legislature.

“With Governor Evers considering con-

fiscating firearms from law-abiding citi-

zens, it shows just how radical Democrats 

have become,” Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald and Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos said in a joint statement.

Democratic presidential candidate and 

former Texas U.S. Rep. Beto O’Rourke has 

been pushing for mandatory assault rifle 

buybacks over the last few weeks. O’Ro-

urke’s hometown of El Paso was the site 

of a mass shooting in August that left 22 

people dead.

Republicans have balked at the idea 

of forcing people to give up their assault 

weapons. Even some Democrats have 

resisted, saying O’Rourke’s stance could 

make it harder to negotiate on gun control 

legislation with President Donald Trump.

Wisconsin Democrats have been work-

ing to signal to supporters that they’re 

trying to stiffen gun control laws after a 

string of mass shootings around the coun-

try in August, including the El Paso attack, 

an attack in Dayton, Ohio, and an attack 

in Odessa, Texas. Assault-style rifles have 

been the weapons of choice in many mass 

shootings, including those three in August.

They introduced a universal back-

ground check bill last month and unveiled 

a red flag measure Thursday. That bill 

would allow a judge to seize people’s fire-

arms for up to a year if they pose a threat 

to themselves or others. Seventeen states 

and the District of Columbia have passed 

similar red flag bills.

During a news conference in which 

the governor touted the red flag bill, he 

was asked if he supports mandatory buy-

backs of assault rifles. Evers tried to avoid 

answering directly, saying he’s focused 

on the red flag proposal and the univer-

sal background check bill. Asked if that 

meant he didn’t support buybacks, Evers 

responded: “I’d consider it.”

Even though some Democrats have 

refused to embrace the idea of mandatory 

buybacks, Assembly Majority Leader Jim 

Steineke tweeted that at least Evers was 

being honest about Democrats’ agenda. He 

followed that up with a statement saying 

mandatory buybacks would never happen 

Evers would mull gun buyback plan
Says he would consider  

mandatory program, 
sparking GOP backlash 

A soggy end of summer

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A drop of rainwater gathers at the end of a petal of a flower after a rainy morning Thursday south of 
Janesville. More rain could be in store for the weekend with thunderstorms and rain in the forecast 
for Saturday and Sunday. For complete forecast, turn to Page 7A.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A homeless man who refused to 

leave the Monterey Bridge and then 

Monterey Park for weeks this spring 

and summer was found not competent 

to stand trial in Rock County Court on 

Thursday.

Whether Jeremiah J. Kemper, 34, 

would be held at a mental-health facil-

ity against his will or be released was 

the main question at a hearing before 

Judge Karl Hanson.

Social workers and police tried, 

starting in April, to persuade Kem-

per to stop camping on city property, 

and police believed Kemper had the 

resources to get himself an apartment, 

but he refused.

Police issued citations but said they 

could not force him to leave.

Then on July 17, police arrested Kem-

per after an incident at the park. A man 

who was fishing with his family saw 

Kemper at his car, approached Kem-

per, and Kemper held a knife over his 

head and said he was an undercover 

officer, police said.

Kemper was held—it wasn’t clear 

whether at the jail or a mental-health 

facility—and charged with impersonat-

ing a police officer, disorderly conduct 

while armed and obstructing.

A psychiatrist’s report indicates 

Kemper was unlikely to regain compe-

tence in time to face the charges, and 

Hanson ruled the same at Thursday’s 

By Ashley McCallum and Frank Schultz

Gazette staff writers

JANESVILLE

Police suspect someone made 

a false report Thursday morning, 

resulting in police surrounding a 

home in the 400 block of Harding 

Street at 8:05 a.m.

The practice of making such calls 

to harass someone is known as swat-

ting, because SWAT teams are often 

called.

Officers were called for a report of a 

man and woman involved in a distur-

bance with a gun being seen, accord-

ing to a police news release.

Officers tried several times to con-

tact those inside the residence with 

no response. Officers then entered the 

residence and found two occupants 

inside, Sgt. Chad Pearson said.

No gun was found, and the occu-

pants said there was no disturbance, 

according to the release.

The occupants said they have been 

harassed, and police said information 

gathered indicate they had responded 

to a swatting call.

One of the residents had received 

threatening text messages and phone 

calls from a former romantic partner, 

including a message indicating the 

former partner would call the police 

on one of the residents, Pearson said.

Swatting calls often are motivated 

by retaliation or made by people who 

want to stoke fear in a community, 

Pearson said.

The resident’s former partner is 

considered a suspect, but no arrests 

have been made and the investigation 

is ongoing, he said.

Police believed the phone call was 

fake because the residents did not 

recognize the phone number, and 

nobody in the residence recognized 

the name the caller gave to 911 oper-

ators, Pearson said.

The call came from another city in 

the state, he said.

Callers sometimes use a process 

police dub “computer spoofing” to 

place a phone call from a computer 

and make it look like it’s from a dif-

ferent phone number, Pearson said.

It’s a similar strategy spam callers 

use to make their phone numbers look 

local, said Kathy Sukus, director of the 

Janesville police suspect 
‘swatting’ call Thursday

Homeless man who refused to leave park not competent

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jeremiah Kemper, right, is restrained in handcuffs 
during a court appearance with his attorney Jason 
Sanders on Thursday.

Prosecutor says man 
might be dangerous  

to others or to himself

Apparently false report 
sends police to home 

where all was fine
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