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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 60  

Mostly sunny  
and nice
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Brewers on top
Christian Yelich hit one of 

the Brewers’ four homers 

to help Milwaukee upend 

the Minnesota Twins 9-3 in 

Minneapolis. Page 1B

On the move
Janesville police 

officers leaving 

substations in middle 

schools for job center 

and senior center. 

Page 3A

Questions persist
Nancy Pelosi says  

postmaster general told 

her he has no intention  

of restoring removed 

mailboxes or sorting 

equipment. Page 6B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF DARIEN
One of the bigger rounds 

of applause for Vice President 
Mike Pence during his speech 
here Wednesday was for send-
ing children back to school this 
fall.

Masks and hand sanitizer 
were offered to the approxi-
mately 250 people who attended 
the event. Most did not wear the 
masks.

But the coronavirus situa-
tion was on the minds of attend-
ees as well as Republican and  
Democratic politicians Wednes-
day.

“I don’t think kids should 
be in masks. We’re taking away 
their humanity, their opportu-
nity to be with people,” said Jean 
Peterson of Rockford, Illinois, 
a former school aide, speak-
ing about children returning 

to school.

Peterson didn’t think chil-

dren are in much danger from 

the virus and that rules such as 

social distancing are an over-
reaction. Her heart goes out to 

those who have suffered, but, 

“By and large, the people who 

have it recover and are just fine.”

Diana Buffa of Burlington 

said the pandemic is a top issue 

for her.

“It’s very important to keep 

the economy going and to open 

up more of America, and most 

important, letting kids back in 

school,” Buffa said.

Buffa has a granddaughter 

going into first grade, and she 

said at that age, virtual school-
ing is ineffective.

The Gazette located just two 

protesters outside the speech 

venue, Tankcraft Corp., and 

the virus situation was on their 

minds, as well.

Tom Moran and Bruce Fealk 

drove to Darien from Michigan. 

Both have Wisconsin grandchil-
dren. They wanted to signal 

their opposition to the presi-
dent at his speech in Oshkosh Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Vice President Mike Pence speaks to about 250 people during a campaign visit to Tankcraft Corp. in the town of 
Darien on Wednesday.

Pence makes campaign stop in Darien
Pandemic an issue  

as vice president lauds 
Trump’s leadership

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
November’s ballot for 

Rock County residents  
grew Wednesday after 
Blackhawk Technical 
College’s district board 
approved adding a $32 mil-
lion referendum question.

The question will ask 
voters to help pay for new 
training areas for students 
focused on transportation, 
police and firefighter situa-
tions, and electrical power. 
A new educational building 
for its transportation stud-
ies program is also part of 
the college’s request.

Blackhawk Tech’s board 
approved the question 
unanimously Wednesday 
with little discussion.

College President Tracy 
Pierner said after the meet-
ing that the decision is now 
in the hands of the voters, 
but he is excited for what 
could be coming.

“It’s transformative,” 
Pierner said of the proj-

ect, add-
ing that the 
addit ions 
would help 
both the 
college and 
area work-
force by 
providing 
t r a i n i n g 
and devel-

opment opportunities.
“We’re optimistic. … It’s 

a need in our community 
for local access to a facility 
that provides the compre-
hensive training required 
to meet today’s standards,” 
he said.

If passed by voters, the 
additions would be built 
on 38 acres of farmland 

Turn to PENCE on Page 7A

Pierner

BTC board approves 
referendum question

College wants  
$32 million for new 

training areas

Turn to BTC on Page 6A

By Steve Peoples, Michelle L. 

Price and Alexandra Jaffe

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, DEL.

Kamala Harris accepted 

the Democratic nomina-

tion for vice president 

Wednesday night, cement-

ing her status as a leader 

in a party staking its future 

on building a diverse coa-

lition of voters as the first 

Black woman on a major 

party ticket.

She addressed the Dem-

ocratic National Conven-

tion’s third night after 

former President Barack 

Obama, another bar-

rier breaker, warned that 

American democracy 

itself was at risk if Presi-

dent Donald Trump wins 

re-election this fall.

Harris, a 55-year-old 

California senator, issued 
an urgent plea for voters 
of all colors to rally behind 
Joe Biden and find a way 
to vote despite concerns 
about the pandemic and 
postal slowdowns.

“Donald Trump’s failure 
of leadership has cost lives 
and livelihoods,” Harris, 
the daughter of Jamaican 
and Indian immigrants, 
said in remarks from a 
largely empty arena near 

Biden’s Delaware home. 
She said she shares his 
vision of America, “where 
all are welcome, no matter 
what we look like, where 
we come from or who we 
love.”

Harris closed a night in 
which some of the most 
prominent Democrats 
outlined—in remarkably 
frank terms—their views 
of the consequences of a 
Trump re-election. Obama, 

speaking from Museum of 

the American Revolution 

in Philadelphia, warned 

that American democracy 

was at risk of faltering. Hil-

lary Clinton, the party’s 

2016 nominee, said lives 

are at stake in an election 

being conducted against 

the backdrop of the coro-

navirus pandemic.

The third night of the 

Democrats’ four-day con-

vention focused on the par-

ty’s commitment to pro-

gressive values on such 

issues as gun violence and 

climate change while high-

lighting speakers most 

likely to connect with 

women and all people of 

color, voters whose energy 

this fall could ultimately 

decide the outcome.

Democrats targeted 

Harris breaks historic boundary
Democratic Party  

pioneers join  
forces at DNC

Associated Press
Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., speaks during the third day of 
the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday at the 
Chase Center in Wilmington, Del. Harris accepted the Dem-
ocratic nomination for vice president.

RELATED
• Calling for progress: Lib-

eral wing of Democratic Party calls on 
Midwest Democrats to promote pro-
gressive agenda./Page 2A
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