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A career after hoops
Retired from playing pro  

basketball, the former Mistie 

Bass, the Janesville Parker 

standout, helps Nike design  

new line of apparel. Page 1B
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High 84 | Low 62  

Clouds and  
breaks of sun
More on 9A
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By Eric D. Lawrence

Detroit Free Press

DETROIT

Imagine being asked to bake a 

cake but not being told what kind 

of cake you’ll be baking and know-

ing you’ll be judged on the results.

You might know you need milk, 

eggs and flour, but whether the 

cake needs to be chocolate or car-

rot is pretty important, too, and 

will change what you pick up 

during your shopping trip.

That’s how Kristin Dziczek, vice 

president of the Industry, Labor 

& Economics Group at the Center 

for Automotive Research in Ann 

Arbor, described the rollout of the 

new trade deal replacing the North 

American Free Trade Agreement, 

or NAFTA. The new agreement, 

one of the biggest milestones of 

Donald Trump’s presidency, took 

effect July 1. The deal has had its 

critics, particularly those who wor-

ried that all the uncertainty sur-

rounding NAFTA was hurting the 

auto industry, but many analysts 

said NAFTA was overdue for an 

update.

There has also, however, been 

uncertainty as the date of imple-

mentation has approached for 

the United States-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement. Some of the specifics 

involving, for instance, labor value 

content rules, were just recently 

finalized and released.

“Exactly how the labor value 

rule is going to be implemented, 

we found out this week,” Dziczek 

said of the rule dictating higher 

wage work, at least $16 an hour, 

for a percentage of vehicle man-

ufacturing. Other rules focus on 

steel and aluminum and where 

vehicle parts are made in order to 

avoid tariffs.

Broad outlines are import-

ant, but the details are key when 

determining how specific parts in 

an automobile that is produced 

through a global supply chain are By Jessica Roy said. “There’s no right to say, ‘I’m not 

going to perform these job duties 

(something like, “Of course, I’m happy 

to have a job to go back to, I’m just 

curious ... “) and end on one, too (“I’m 

A steep 

learning 
curve

New trade agreement 

likely holds surprises 

for auto industry

Office 

avoidance
Despite COVID-19, it’s time to go back to work. You’re not ready. What are your options?

Going back to work
If you are fearful, find out 

what the plan is for safety 

from your boss, ask for 

specifics and have solutions 

already in mind.  

Work & Wheels, inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As Shirley Mould waited to 

pay for gasoline and a box of 
doughnuts, she looked wilted 
by the heat.

On a sweltering Thurs-
day morning, the 75-year-old 
Janesville woman was suffering 
along with all the other custom-
ers crowded in line in a conve-
nience store on Janesville’s west 
side.

What set Mould apart was 
the cloth surgical mask that cov-
ered her face.

Of the 17 customers in the 
store, Mould was the only one 
wearing a mask.

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues into high summer, 
state and county data show 
that large swaths of Wiscon-
sin, including Rock County, are 
now seeing a record rise in new 
COVID infections.

Yet even as the public health 
picture has worsened, some 
local business operators say 
they’re seeing fewer customers 
covering their faces.

That’s despite health offi-
cials continuing to urge people 
to mask up to try to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, a conta-
gious disease that clearly is not 
taking a summer hiatus.

Mould said she doesn’t go 
shopping much lately, but when 
she does, she makes an immedi-
ate headcount inside a store to 
see whether there’s anyone else 
besides her wearing a mask.

“I look around, and I see 
some masks sometimes, but 
not too many. Mostly, it’s hardly 
any at all. I just try to stay as 
far away from people as I can,” 
Mould said.

“It really scares the heck out 
of me because I’m 75. I’m not 
a spring chicken anymore. I 

JANESVILLE
Wallace Peck was born during 

the Great Depression and lived a 
frugal life.

So it is no surprise that the Army 
veteran, who served 
in Korea, passed up 
a weeklong leave in 
Japan to have extra 
money to send home 
in November 1952.

Wallace gave 
the chance for fun 
and relaxation to 
another guy.

He had no idea 
the plane with ser-
vicemen aboard 
would crash into a 
fog-obscured moun-

tain, killing all aboard.
Or that he would live with survi-

vor’s guilt the rest of his life.
At age 86, Wallace said: “I never 

should have lived this long.”
The last time Janesville author 

and journalist Greg Peck heard his 
father tell the story, he learned new 
information. The information led 
Greg to a list of servicemen who 
died aboard the Fairchild C-119C.

“It shook me all over again that 
Dad made that decision,” Greg said. 
“I might never have been alive.”

Greg’s father died in 2017, but a 
story about him and the small deci-
sion with huge consequences will 
live on.

Greg has compiled a 170-page, 
self-published book, “Memories of 
Marshall,” which explores insights 
about family, community and him-
self.

The proud 1975 graduate of Mar-
shall High School is a well-honed 
writer.

He retired in 2016 as The 
Gazette’s opinion page editor and 

Writer  
recalls  

triumphs, 
tragedies  

in hometown

Submitted photo
Janesville author and journalist Greg 
Peck poses with his cairn terrier, Molly, 
at Riverside Park in March. His latest 
book, ‘Memories of Marshall: Ups and 
Downs of Growing Up in a Small Town,’ 
goes on sale in mid-August.
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Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kevin Propp looks through an assortment of face masks for sale while shopping inside Dave’s Ace Hard-
ware in Milton on Thursday. Local businesses say they’re seeing fewer shoppers wearing masks despite a 
spike in COVID-19 infections in southern Wisconsin.

Employee Lukus McCormick, right, helps Mike Pillard cut keys while inside Dave’s 
Ace Hardware in Milton on Thursday.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Face masks will be man-

datory inside all UW System 

campus buildings statewide 

under a policy adopted unani-

mously Thursday by the Board 

of Regents after interim Pres-

ident Tommy Thompson said 

there was no way to open safely 

amid the coronavirus pandemic 

without the mandate.

Thompson, the former 

Republican governor and U.S. 

Department of Health and 

Human Services secretary, 

strongly advocated for the man-

datory mask policy at his first 

regents meeting since taking 

the job last week. The policy 

also encourages the wearing of 

masks outside while on campus 

when physical distancing is not 

possible.

“I don’t think you can (open) 

safely without this mandatory 

policy,” Thompson said. Thomp-

son said that while some people 

argue that mandating the wear-

ing of masks presents a consti-

tutional infringement on their 

freedoms, the health and safety 

of faculty, staff, students and 

their families must take prec-

edent.

Requiring masks on all 26 

UW campuses comes after Dane 

County this week mandated the 

wearing of masks at all indoor 

buildings, starting Monday, and 

Gov. Tony Evers required state 

employees in state buildings to 

wear masks. There is no state-

wide mask policy.

Whether to wear a mask has 

become politicized, with many 

Republicans and President Don-

ald Trump offering the loudest 

opposition to covering up. The 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, which Thompson 

used to oversee as HHS secre-

tary, recommends the wearing 

Face masks made mandatory on all UW campuses

More masks off
Businesses seeing fewer customers wearing face coverings

I look around, and 

I see some masks 

sometimes, but not 

too many. Mostly, 

it’s hardly any at 

all. I just try to stay 

as far away from 

people as I can.

Shirley Mould

“ ”

Board of Regents 
unanimously adopts 

policy for fall
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