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•Marlene Beetstra
•Patricia S. “Patty” Gonring
•Walter A. Govert

•Dorothy Eyvonne Stuckey
•Helen Van de Bogert
•Esra James Walter
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Orfordville’s June Days loses a sponsor
Local American Legion post is ending its involvement. Page 3A

Acting Homeland Security chief resigns
Kevin McAleenan stepping down after just six months. Page 8B
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Badger defense dominates Comets Other Friday scores

Madison West ...... 36
Craig .....................12

Madison Mem. .... 49
Parker .................... 6

McFarland ........... 23
Evansville .............. 8

Full coverage inside

Lake Geneva Badger 

shut out Delavan- 

Darien 26-0 in a 

Southern Lakes  

Conference game 

Friday. Page 1B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Blame a fall rainy spell and high water 

on the Rock River that just won’t quit.

Once again—in fact, for the third time 

since October 2018—high water on the 
Rock River is hampering work on the 
chronically delayed, multimillion dol-
lar Milwaukee Street bridge replacement 
project in downtown Janesville.

State Department of Transportation 
spokesman Michael Bie wrote in an email 
to The Gazette that the DOT can’t at the 
moment determine whether bridge con-
tractor Zenith Tech will hit or miss an Oct. 
27 completion date that is four months 
behind the project’s original timeline.

Bie indicated the DOT is preparing a 
number of “contingencies” in case the 

project runs into late fall or early winter—

including discussions on whether the DOT 

might open part of the bridge to traffic 

even if some portions of the project aren’t 

completed.

The bridge remains closed to traffic just 

as it has for the last year for a project that 

initially was slated to be finished in June. 

On Friday, a Gazette reporter observed a 

handful of contractors scattered around 

the job site. The crew worked in driz-

zling rain in an area where Milwaukee 

Bridge could face more delays 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Eric Nelson has seen a lot as a 

public defender in Rock County.
After 38 years and many cases 

won and lost, Nelson is retiring. It 
was a difficult choice, but he made 
it thinking he and his colleagues 
have made a difference.

“I think we were able to build 
a high-quality system, and I think 
most people that know anything 
about us have a fair amount of 
respect for the work that we do,” 
he said.

In addition to his work as a 
public defender, Nelson helped 

manage Janesville’s state public 

defenders office. He devoted a lot 

of time to kick-starting treatment 

courts in Rock County for people 

battling addiction.

While cleaning out his desk this 

week, he found a letter from a fam-

ily whose son went through treat-

ment court for an OWI case. In the 

letter, the man’s mother said treat-

ment court gave her son back to 

her.

“That’s probably the most 

rewarding thing is those parents 

and family members who were 

appreciative of getting their loved 

one back as a result of them suc-

cessfully completing treatment 

court,” he said.

Nelson, a Beloit resident, said 

he never considered leaving the 

public sector. He got involved 

with indigent defense while in 

law school in Chicago and never 

looked back.

He learned plenty over the 

years, he said, but he was sur-

prised by how his career helped 

him develop more compassion.

“One thing this job has caused 

me to believe that I didn’t start 

out believing is how much we’re 

all products of our genes, our 

life experiences, how we’ve been 

raised, our educations and oppor-

tunities,” he said.

By Mary Clare Jalonick, Matthew Lee  

and Adam Geller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Testifying in defiance of President 

Donald Trump’s ban, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yova-
novitch told House impeachment 
investigators Friday that Trump him-
self had pressured the State Depart-
ment to oust her from her post and 
get her out of the country.

Yovanovitch told lawmakers inves-
tigating Trump’s dealings with Ukraine 

that there was a “con-
certed campaign” 
against her based on 
“unfounded and false 
claims by people with 
clearly questionable 
motives.”

The diplomat was 
recalled from Kyiv as 
Rudy Giuliani—who is 

Trump’s personal attorney and has no 
official role in the U.S. government—
pressed Ukrainian officials to inves-
tigate baseless corruption allegations 
against Democrat Joe Biden and his 
son, Hunter, who was involved with a 
gas company there.

Yovanovitch testified behind closed 
doors Friday as part of the House Dem-
ocrats’ impeachment investigation. 
Her prepared remarks were obtained 
by The Associated Press.

The former ambassador says she 
was fired from her post after insisting 
that Giuliani’s requests to Ukrainian 
officials for investigations be relayed 
through official channels, according 
to a former diplomat who has spo-
ken with her. That former diplomat 
insisted on anonymity to disclose the 

The Milwaukee 
Street bridge 
project has 
slipped months 
behind its  
original comple-
tion date of late 
June, and could 
fall even further 
behind because 
of high water on 
the river.

Anthony Wahl/
awahl@ 
gazettextra.com

DOT spokesman: Project 
might miss Oct. 27 deadline, 
could run into early winter

By Paul Wiseman and Kevin Freking

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Trump administration 

and China declared a tem-

porary truce Friday in their 

15-month trade war. Yet the 

grievances that led them to 

impose tariffs on hundreds of 

billions of dollars of each oth-

er’s goods remain largely unre-

solved.

The administration agreed 

to suspend a tariff hike on 

$250 billion worth of Chi-

nese imports that was set to 

take effect Tuesday. And China 

agreed to buy up to $50 billion 

in U.S. farm products.

The de-escalation in tension 
between the world’s two larg-
est economies was welcomed 
by financial markets. The U.S.-
China hostilities have alarmed 
investors and escalated costs 
and uncertainties for many 
businesses.

President Donald Trump 
announced the cease-fire in a 
White House meeting with the 
top Chinese negotiator, Vice 
Premier Liu He. The news 

followed two days of talks in 

Washington, the 13th round of 

negotiations between the two 

countries’ delegations.

“It took us a long time to get 

here, but it’s something that’s 

going to be great for China and 

great for the USA,” Trump said.

Many of the details, though, 

remained to be worked out. 

And some of the thorniest 

After 38 years as public defender, Nelson calls it a career

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Eric Nelson is retiring from the state public defenders office in Janes-
ville. 

Former envoy  
says Trump 
pressured  
to oust her
Former US ambassador  

to Ukraine testifies before 
impeachment committees

Yovanovitch

US-China trade truce still has vast issues
Markets welcome de-escalation of tensions
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