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Clouds float in the sky above a bicyclist cruising downhill along Veterans Memorial Bridge in Janesville on Wednesday afternoon. After 
some hot weather earlier in the week, temperatures are expected to drop back into the 70s through the weekend. Rain is expected 
today but will clear out until at least Monday, according to forecasts. More weather information Page 5A.

Out for a ride

By Carla K. Johnson, Susan Haigh and Lisa Marie Pane

Associated Press

HARTFORD, CONN.
The U.S. surpassed a jarring milestone 

Wednesday in the coronavirus pandemic: 
100,000 deaths.

That number is the best estimate and most 
assuredly an undercount. But it represents the 
stark reality that more Americans have died 
from the virus than from the Vietnam and 
Korean wars combined.

“It’s a striking reminder of how dangerous 
this virus can be,” said Josh Michaud, associate 
director of global health policy with the Kaiser 
Family Foundation in Washington.

The once-unthinkable toll appears to be 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School District 

likely faces a deficit heading into 
the 2021-22 school year, and any 
referendum it proposes will have 

to address both building and 

operational needs, school offi-

cials were told this week.

Chief Financial Officer Dan 

McCrea told the school board 

Tuesday that even before the 

coronavirus pandemic, the school 

district faced a $2.5 million deficit 

as early as 2021-22.

With state aid cuts expected 

because of lower state revenue, 

that deficit probably will be closer 

to $3.5 million. Unless addressed, 

it will grow every year.

As a result, Janesville soon will 

join school districts around the 

state that must ask local taxpay-

ers for extra money just for oper-

ations. The district also must 

address the needs of its aging 

buildings that can’t be met in 

its $1.4 million annual capital 

improvement budget.

The school board has not 

decided if the district should 

float a referendum this fall, but 

McCrea’s presentation made it 

clear it will have to happen soon.

Money issues
The district faces what school 

officials call a “structural defi-

cit.” Costs continue to rise. Rev-

enue has increased, too, but not 

enough to meet costs.

Think of it this way: A fam-

ily owns a home and runs it on 

an annual income of $50,000. 

Twenty years later, the family’s 

income has increased modestly, 

but not at the same rate as gro-

ceries, gas and utilities. The fam-

ily also has a roof and furnace that 

need replacing.

In the same way, the school 

Budget crunch threatens schools
Janesville School District’s troubles  

exacerbated by coronavirus pandemic

COVID-19 
leaves US 

deeply 
wounded
Official death toll passes 

100,000 in matter of months

Associated Press
American flags are displayed at half-staff at the 
Washington Monument in Washington on Friday 
after President Donald Trump ordered ordered 
flags to be flown in that position over a three-day 
period in remembrance of Americans who have 
died in the coronavirus pandemic. The coun-
try’s official COVID-19 death toll passed 100,000 
Wednesday, though many experts think that total 
is an undercount.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County has to balance a nursing 

shortage at the county-run Rock Haven 

nursing home with concerns about con-

tracted nurses who might work in mul-

tiple nursing homes over a short time 

span.

County Administrator Josh Smith 

said Tuesday that a contracted agency 

nurse was one of three Rock Haven 

employees who have tested positive for 

the novel coronavirus.

As of Wednesday, another staff mem-

ber tested positive, but the number of 

ill residents remains at eight with about 

five test results pending, Smith said.

All staff members risk bringing the 

virus into the facility, not just agency 

nurses, Smith said. Anyone could con-

tract the virus and bring it in while being 

asymptomatic, he said.

Agency nurses are expected to 

adhere to the same screenings and 

safety standards as county employees. 

But Smith said he and other county offi-

cials months ago recognized the dan-

ger of having agency nurses work in 

Rock Haven after they had worked in 

other facilities where they could become 

infected.

Smith had been under the impression 

that agency nurses at Rock Haven were 

working exclusively at Rock Haven, 

but he recently learned that was not 

the case.

Two agency nurses currently work 

at Rock Haven. The nurse who tested 

positive had been working exclusively 

at Rock Haven recently, but the other 

nurse had worked in other facilities, 

Smith said.

The other facilities that nurse had 

Rock Haven faces nursing balancing act
STATE INVESTIGATION AT OAK PARK PLACE FINDS NO VIOLATIONS

State investigators found no violations at Oak Park Place after an investigation 
prompted by an outbreak of COVID-19.

Oak Park Place was found to be in compliance with long-term care facility require-
ments during an investigation that lasted from April 9 to 13.

The Gazette reported April 6 that one resident at Oak Park Place died from COVID-
19 and four more tested positive for the disease, as well as one staff member.

Oak Park Place officials kept quiet about the outbreak for several days. It was the 
first Rock County facility to report an outbreak of the disease.

By April 28, 11 residents and four staff members had tested positive for the disease. 
Two residents died.

Home’s staffing shortage,  
workers testing positive  
for virus create dilemma
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Launch delayed
Rain near Cape  

Canaveral puts 

planned launch of 

SpaceX capsule on 

hold until at least 

Saturday. Page 5B

Mail proposal
Wisconsin Elections  

Commission votes to 

send absentee ballot 

request forms to 

voters, but obstacles 

remain. Page 2A

High praise
Parker High School 

senior Baleigh  

Pajerski lauded as a 

leader in the athletic 

arena and in the 

classroom. Page 1B
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