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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Karen L. Campbell
•Joie Noel Giese
•George Albert Gilbert
•Donna Marie Haakenson

•Rafael J. Hernandez, Sr.
•Marie A. Holmes
•Malcolm G. Kruckenberg

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 26  

Partly sunny 
and chilly
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Enrollments  

expected to decline 
Delavan-Darien school 

officials expect district 

enrollment will continue 

to decline for at least 

five years. Page 3A

Elkhorn title quest ends
The Elkhorn boys held their ground 

in the first half, but Nicolet pulled 

away for a 70-46 win Friday in a 

WIAA Division 2 semifinal game 

at the Kohl Center in Madison. 

Page 1B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

ORFORDVILLE

I
f there was ever a rival 
for the energy of a pack 
of huskies, it might be a 
hitch of fourth-graders.

The baseball dia-

mond outside Parkview 

Elementary School was 

inundated Friday after-

noon with students run-

ning, screaming and bark-

ing in anticipation of the 

first annual “Ikidarod.”

Why barking? Most of 

the 42 students were “dogs” 

for the Ikidarod race—a 

play on Iditarod, the annual 

1,000-mile-long sled dog 

race that spans Alaska.

Fourth-grade teacher 

Nikki Lutzke led Parkview’s 

first Ikidarod, which 

includes a two-week lesson 

on the Iditarod, Alaskan 

geography, science and 

geometry, she said.

The students used 

STEM skills to build their 

own sleds from recycled 

materials with help from 
family, friends and high 
school tech-ed students, 
Lutzke said.

Students drew designs 
for the sleds then met with 
mentors, who helped refine 
the designs and build the 
sleds out of materials such 
as PVC pipe, wood, rope, 
plastics and pool noodles, 
Lutzke said.

The Ikidarod curricu-
lum ties together social 
studies, science, math and 
physical education, Lutzke 
said.

Six teams of seven kids 
lined up their homemade 
sleds across the outfield 
Friday. The teams pushed 

Fourth-graders learn about science,  
Alaskan geography during ‘Ikidarod’

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
The state’s largest business 

lobbying group is recommending 
a wide-ranging strategy to boost 
Wisconsin’s economy and draw 
more workers here.

A report released Friday by 

the Wisconsin Manufacturers & 

Commerce Foundation shows 

the group is taking a mostly 

pragmatic approach at a time of 

divided government. Its recom-

mendations include expanding 

youth apprenticeship programs 

and making transportation and 

housing more widely available 

so lower-income workers have a 

shot at getting better jobs.

But some of the group’s ideas 

could have trouble gaining trac-

tion. For instance, it wants 

taxpayers to continue to fund ads 

in other states to attract workers 

to Wisconsin. That program drew 

opposition from Democrats when 

it was started last year when Scott 

Walker was governor.

The $50,000 report, prepared 

for WMC’s foundation by con-

sultant Economic Leadership of 

North Carolina, notes the national 

economy has been expanding for 

years but warns a worker short-

age is looming in Wisconsin.

“Business leaders understand 

that the tight labor market and 

workplace skill gaps will stifle 

future economic growth unless 

these issues are addressed in an 

aggressive manner and addressed 

soon,” the report says.

Kurt Bauer, the president and 

CEO of WMC and chairman of its 

foundation, said making sure the 

state has enough properly trained 

workers is a pressing issue.

“My members say what we 

need more than anything, what’s 

critical for the economy, is work-

force development,” he said 

Thursday.

“The joke is it’s hard to get peo-

ple to move here, but once they’re 

here it’s hard to get them to leave,” 

he said. “So if we just get them 

here, I think we can hold them.”

The group wants state offi-

cials to consider providing finan-

cial incentives for high-demand 

workers. 

Those could come in the form 

of tax credits or programs aimed 

at reducing college debt, Bauer 

said.

Parkview’s 
great race

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: From left, Karly Slye, Louis Nath, Lacey Sorg, Jorrin Benton and Ayda Klein  finish the final leg of the Iditarod-inspired 
race for fourth-graders at Parkview Elementary School on Friday.
Top: Makenna Phillips chases after her team’s sled after falling off at the start during Friday’s Ikidarod.

Business group suggests ways for state to boost its economy
Report offers warning 

about worker shortages 
that could hurt state

By Nick Perry and Mark Baker

Associated Press

CHRISTCHURCH,  

NEW ZEALAND
At least 49 people 

were shot to death at two 
mosques during midday 
prayers Friday—most if not 
all of them gunned down 
by an immigrant-hating 
white supremacist who 
apparently used a hel-
met-mounted camera to 
broadcast live video of the 
slaughter on Facebook.

One man was arrested 
and charged with mur-
der. Brenton Harrison 
Tarrant appeared in 
court Saturday morn-
ing amid strict security 
and showed no emotion 
when the judge read him 
one murder charge. The 
judge said “it was reason-
able to assume” more such 
charges would follow.

Two other armed sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody while police tried to 
determine what role, if 
any, they played in the 
cold-blooded attack that 
stunned New Zealand, a 
country so peaceful that 
police officers rarely carry 
guns.

It was by far the dead-
liest shooting in modern 
New Zealand history.

“It is clear that this can 
now only be described as 
a terrorist attack,” Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said, noting that many 
of the victims could be 
migrants or refugees.

She pronounced it “one 
of New Zealand’s darkest 
days.”

Tarrant, who police say 
carried out at least one of 
the shootings, posted a 
jumbled, 74-page man-
ifesto on social media 
in which he identified 

himself as a 28-year-old 
Australian and white 
supremacist who was 
out to avenge attacks in 
Europe perpetrated by 
Muslims.

The gunman also lives-
treamed in graphic detail 
17 minutes of his rampage 
at the Al Noor Mosque, 
where, armed with at least 
two assault rifles and a 
shotgun, he sprayed wor-
shippers with bullets over 
and over, killing at least 41 
people. Several more peo-
ple were killed in an attack 
on a second mosque in the 
city a short time later.

At least 48 people were 
wounded, some critically. 
Police also defused explo-
sive devices in a car.

Police did not say 
whether the same person 
was responsible for both 
shootings. They gave no 
details about those taken 
into custody except to 
say that none had been 
on any watch list. During 
the Saturday morning 
hearing, a man who was 
not in court was charged 
with using writings to 
incite hatred against a 
race or ethnicity, but it 
was not clear if his case 
was related to Tarrant’s.

Tarrant’s relatives in 
the Australian town of 
Grafton, in New South 
Wales, contacted police 
after learning of the shoot-
ing and were helping with 
the investigation, local 
authorities said. Tarrant 
has spent little time in 
Australia in the past four 
years and only had minor 
traffic infractions on his 
record.

On Saturday, out-
side one of the two 
mosques, 32-year-old 

Michael Welch holds on as he’s pulled during the Iditarod-in-
spired race for fourth-graders at Parkview Elementary School 
on Friday.

Turn to IKIDAROD on Page 9A

Turn to WMC on Page 9A

New Zealand’s 
day of terror

Attacks at two mosques 
stun normally peaceful country

Turn to TERROR on Page 5A
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