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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Rose M. Goetz
•Benjamin L. Griswold
•Merilyn Mitchell
•Marianne Peterson

•Thomas W. Schneider
•Clementine “Clem” Turnmire
•Rollin K. “Rollie” Wescott

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 60 | Low 34  

Partly sunny
More on 7A

Stay or relocate?
A Rock County Board 

member has renewed  

a discussion about 

whether to move the Rock 

County 4-H fairgrounds  

or stay put. Page 3A

An end ... 

and a beginning
A disappointing loss in 

Game 7 of the NLCS 

does not reduce the 

excitement for the future 

for the Brewers. Page 1B

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

M
axwell the cat walked across the living 
room at Terri Olsen’s house and set off 
pandemonium.

A fake black feline popped out of 
a black frame and started to yowl. A mummy on 
the floor thrashed and moaned. A life-size witch 
cackled and stirred her cauldron.

“She’s one of my prized possessions,” Terri said, 
referring to the motion-sensitive robot in black. 
“She’s one of my more expensive possessions.”

At Terri’s Janesville home, the month of Octo-
ber is anything but normal. But what would you 
expect from a woman who calls herself the “Queen 
of Halloween”?

Beginning in mid-September, she and her hus-
band, Morris, bring up from the basement more 
than 20 totes filled with Halloween creatures and 

Janesville woman calls herself  
‘a big kid when it comes to Halloween’

HALLOWEEN HOUSES
The Gazette asked readers 

to nominate houses that real-
ly get into the Halloween spirit. 
Here are a few that are worth 
driving past after dark (if you 
dare):

 � 409 S. Pine St., Janes-
ville.

 � 3821 Galaxy Drive, 
Janesville.

 � 1509 N. Harmony Drive, 
Janesville.

 � 225 Plumb St., Milton.
 � 1438 Sharon St., Janes-

ville.
 � 2801 N. Milton Shopiere 

Road, Milton.
 � 723 McKinley Ave., Be-

loit.
 � 2025 Elizabeth St., 

Janesville.
 �Duplex on the corner of 

Wright and Randolph roads, 
west side of intersection be-
fore Excalibur Drive, Janesville.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Terri Olsen stands Saturday in her Janesville living room, which is full of Halloween decora-
tions. Olsen says she starts getting out her 20 containers full of decorations in mid-September 
so she can have them up by Oct. 1.

A miniature Halloween village scene sits on top of a television cabinet Saturday at Terri Olsen’s 
Janesville home.

Queen of 
Halloween

Turn to QUEEN on Page 7A

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE
Standing in front of a beer 

pasteurizing tank at a Milwau-

kee manufacturing company, 

Gov. Scott Walker watched as 

former Gov. Tommy Thompson 

exhorted a friendly Republican 

crowd to help Walker prevail in 

his surprisingly precarious race 

for a third term.

“I know the recipe works,” 

declared Thompson, waving his 

arms and wearing a bright red 

sweater under his suit coat on 

a cool October day. “The recipe 

is Scott Walker. You know like 

a good chocolate chip cookie, it 

sort of melts in your mouth? You 

know it really feels good.”

But the old recipe for victory 

may not be working in a mid-

term election where Democrats 

appear poised to do well across 

the country. Ominous polls 

have Walker in trouble, and he’s 

sounding the alarm to support-

ers. Democrats, after years of 

failure and frustration, are dar-

ing to hope that they may finally 

slay their political white whale.

If the onetime presidential 

candidate and Republican ris-

ing star loses, it would qualify 

as one of the bigger upsets of 

the midterm election because of 

his record in difficult situations 

before—winning election and 

re-election despite two victories 

in his state by Barack Obama, 

and turning back a 2012 recall 

attempt by Democrats incensed 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Last week, SHINE Medical Technol-

ogies dispatched two semitrailer trucks 
to haul its nest egg—a particle acceler-
ator that can whip atoms to the speed 
of nuclear fusion and create radioactive 
medical isotopes.

In a separate vehicle, SHINE CEO and 
founder Greg Piefer followed the semis 
in their trip, a 45-mile trek between the 
Madison suburbs to Janesville.

Piefer and the truck convoy were 
met at the Rock County line by sheriff ’s 
deputies and later by Janesville police. 
The officers gave the convoy of precious 
cargo an escort along Interstate 90/39 
and through Janesville.

SHINE Vice President Katrina Pitas 
called the cop escort “extra insurance” 
that they company’s first accelerator 

would safely reach its destination—a 

testing and demonstration facility 

SHINE recently completed on Janes-

ville’s south side just east of the South-

ern Wisconsin Regional Airport.

The delivery of SHINE’s particle ac-

celerator has been in the works almost a 

decade, and it’s the first of several such 

trips SHINE plans to make as it brings 

to Janesville eight particle accelerators 

built at its sister company, Phoenix, 

which operates a research facility in 

Monona.

For SHINE, full-scale commercial 

production of medical molybdenum-99 

in Janesville is still about two years off, 

and operations are pending full ap-

proval by federal nuclear authorities 

and construction of a production fa-

cility that would be tucked in a farm 

field east of the Southern Wisconsin 

‘Phoenix’ in Janesville

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An employee of Van Brocklin Electric works at SHINE’s new test facility on Janesville’s 
south side.

First of SHINE’s eight particle accelerators 
built near Madison has arrived at its new home

Scott Walker confronts a dire political landscape

Last stand?

Evers

Walker

Turn to SHINE on Page 7A

Turn to WALKER on Page 6A
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