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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 27  
Clouds giving way 

to some sun
More on 9A

Teaching young adults the ropes
An ongoing course at Hedberg Public Library helps 

young people learn needed strategies. Page 3A

County economy points positive
Economic indicators are ‘continually moving 

in the right direction,’ an official says. Page 3A

Chargers thrash Packers
The Packers were thoroughly 

dominated in a 26-11 road loss  

to Los Angeles, ending Green Bay’s  

four-game winning streak 

in decisive fashion.  
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©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Don’t let the foosball table fool you: 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America 

have always had a strong academic 

focus.

Club staff don’t use the term “aca-

demics,” of course, because it’s a hor-

rible word that sounds too much like 

something kids would do in school. 

Instead they call them “activities” or 

“centers” or some other innocuous 

word designed to disguise learning.

Starting this month, the Boys 

& Girls Club of Janesville is ramp-

ing up its focus on academics with 

a new literacy initiative and a pro-

gram designed to improve gradua-

tion rates.

Both programs are being funded 

by a two-year, $221,750 grant from the 

United Way Blackhawk Region and 

are being run in partnership with the 

Janesville School District, according 

to a news release from the Boys & Girls 

Club of Janesville.

The literacy effort fits into the 

Janesville School District’s “Five 

Promises,” a set of goals addressing 

issues ranging from literacy to finan-

cial responsibility.

In particular, the district is work-

ing toward having 90 percent of third 

grade students reading at grade level 

by the end of the third grade year.

Boys & Girls Club executive direc-

tor Sara Stinski said the literacy effort 

was an appropriate fit for her club.

“This is really a community prob-

lem,” Stinski said. “The schools are 

not going to solve it themselves.”

The school district is pleased to 

have the club on board.

“Having common goals with the 

Boys & Girls Club is really exciting 

for us,” said Alison DeGraaf, district 

director of learning and instruc-

tion. “We’re able to look at our prom-

ises and use some of our same core 

instructional practices that are really 

and truly going to help out students 

grow.”

The Boys & Girls Club of Janes-

ville starts to come to life at about 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE 

A New York-based consultant 

thinks an indoor sports complex 

could give the community more 

Janesville and less “Chainsville.”

James Lima, president of James 

Lima Planning and Development 

in New York City, wrote in a memo 

to the city that an indoor sports 

complex at the Janesville Mall 

could provide the city an opportu-

nity to turn Milton Avenue into a 

“far more pedestrian-friendly envi-

ronment.”

The Janesville Foundation gave 

the city $10,000 to bring Lima 

to Janesville in October. He was 

tasked with providing the city with 

an opinion on how a sports com-

plex could affect Janesville eco-

nomically.

Lima spent two days in Janes-

ville in early October and spent 

one day giving presentations to 

community groups about urban 

revitalization.

The Oct. 29 memo praises the 

idea of an indoor sports complex 

and provides examples about how 

similar development in other cit-

ies has increased property values 

and quality of life.

The indoor sports complex 

steering committee in September 

recommended the Janesville Mall 

as its preferred site because of the 

its proximity to other retail loca-

tions, restaurants and hotels and 

access to popular roads.

Lima in his study focused on 

the mall site and did not offer 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
President Donald 

Trump’s road to re-elec-

tion a year from now runs 

through Wisconsin, but 

both sides will get chances 

months earlier to measure 

where their operations, 

and voters, stand in the 

hotly contested state.

A special election to 

fill a rural Wisconsin con-

gressional seat vacated 

by Republican Sean Duffy 

will test the enthusiasm 

of conservatives in a key 

district for Trump that he 

won by 20 points on his 

way to victory in Wiscon-

sin by less than a point. 

A statewide Supreme 

Court election is expected 

to serve as a dry run for 

the much larger presi-

dential get-out-the-vote 

machines Republicans 

and Democrats have been 

assembling for months.

“We’re going to test 

out our tactics, see what 

works,” said Wisconsin 

Democratic Party Chair-

man Ben Wikler.

Both he and Wiscon-

sin Republican Party 

Executive Director Mark 

Jefferson said the two 

spring elections are a huge 

opportunity for dry runs 

as well as to gather data 

about voters that can be 

used to bolster turnout in 

the presidential race.

“It allows us to get our 

grass roots fired up and 

pointed in a positive direc-

tion,” Jefferson said.

It’s particularly valu-

able to test technology 

used to reach targeted 

voters and give your vol-

unteers some experience, 

said Republican strat-

egist Mark Graul, who 

ran George Bush’s 2004 

Wisconsin campaign.
“You don’t get a sec-

ond chance in November,” 
Graul said.

While the parties see 
the races as a test run, the 
candidates are making 
moves that shed light on 
how the presidential race 
will affect things.

The leading Republi-
can candidates to replace 
Duffy are closely aligning 
themselves with Trump, 
much like Duffy did in 
the deeply conservative 
district. There’s little to be 
gained for a Republican in 
that district, which Trump 
won by 20 points, to dis-
tance themselves from the 
president.

Trump’s chances to 
take Wisconsin depend on 
running up big margins in 
the district, so getting a 
chance to gather data on 
voters and test their turn-
out operations in the spe-
cial election is a bonus, 
Jefferson said. Democrats 
are doing just the same.

“A lot of politics is 
which side is able to learn 
more faster,” Wikler said.

Graul said both sides 
will be particularly focused 
on seeing how well they 
can reach non-traditional 
voters.

There are early signs 
that liberals are trying to 
nationalize the Supreme 
Court race, much like was 
done in 2018, by tying con-
servative incumbent Jus-
tice Dan Kelly to Trump. 
Polls show the president’s 
approval rating below 
50% in Wisconsin and 
support for impeachment 
rising.

“My opponent sup-
ports Trump,” tweeted 
Jill Karofsky, a Dane 
County judge running for 
Supreme Court this year. 

Janesville Boys & Girls Club upping its academic game

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Literacy Program Manager Kathy Murray reads a book to Boys & Girls Club of Janesville members while they have an after-
noon snack after arriving at the club Thursday, Oct. 31.

HOW TO HELP
The Boys & Girls Club of Janes-

ville is looking for volunteers to serve 
as reading buddies for kids between 
4:15 and 4:45 p.m. each day. People 
who are interested should call 608-
755-0575.

Two Wisconsin elections provide  
early tests for 2020 presidential race

Consultant backs idea of Janesville indoor sports complex

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The northeast corner of the Janesville Mall, site of the former JC Penney 
store, has been suggested as a location for an indoor sports complex. A 
consultant told the city that the project has the potential to make Mil-
ton Avenue a ‘far more pedestrian-friendly environment.’

TO LEARN MORE
To read related coverage on 

Janesville’s indoor sports com-
plex, visit gazettextra.com/
sportscomplex.
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