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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Frederick Michael Cerkoney
•Gary L. Davis
•Karenlyn Elliott
•Richard M. Fugate
•Kelly L. Lutzow

•Dorothy J. Martin
•Pamela R. Parker
•Sherry Lee Schlueter
•Lois M. Smith
•Linda Townsend

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 56  

Fog in the a.m.; 
mostly sunny
More on 9A

By Michael Biesecker

Associated Press

The heavy rain expected from Hurricane 

Florence could flood hog manure pits, coal 

ash dumps and other industrial sites in 

North Carolina, creating a noxious witch’s 

brew of waste that might wash into homes 

and threaten drinking water supplies.

Computer models predict more than 3 

feet of rain in the eastern part of the state, 

a fertile low-lying plain veined by brackish 

rivers with a propensity for escaping their 

banks. Longtime locals don’t have to strain 

their imaginations to foresee what rain like 

that can do. It’s happened before.

In September 1999, Hurricane Floyd 

came ashore near Cape Fear as a Category 

A wicked 
concoction
Some worry Florence could  

stir animal waste, coal ash and 
other toxins into floodwaters

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A small, last-minute change to the city’s 

revised tax increment financing policy will 

likely give Janesville more flexibility to re-

cruit multifamily housing developments.

One real estate developer is optimistic his 

multifamily housing development plans—

which could bring 250 units to a bustling 

transportation corridor—will now qualify 

for city incentives after the 

council approved a modified 

policy Monday night.

The new policy allows the 

city to provide TIF incentives 

to multifamily housing pro-

posals outside of downtown. 

The policy will expire in five 

years unless a future council 

extends it.

Hovde Properties Presi-

dent Mike Slavish said his company is con-

sidering a market-rate apartment complex 

Council  
expands 
housing 
TIF areas

Slavish

Early fall apples growing in area orchards about to reach peak

TAKE
YOUR

PICK
By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
Between late frosts this spring and 

heavy rains and storms the last few 
weeks, it’s been a mixed bag for area 
apple growers.

Some growers who have seen a dent 
in their apple crops blame poor weath-
er conditions early in the growing 
season. Others say they have early fall 
apples that are so thick and heavy on 
their trees that recent stormy weather 
has felled some fruit and forced pick-
ing.

Whether their crops are bountiful 
or a little more spare, apple growers 
across Rock and Walworth counties 
say the time is ripe for apples, with 
early fall varieties such as McIntosh, 
Holiday, Cor-
tland and Ze-
star now em-
inently crisp 
and pickable.

Judy Ja-
cobson, who 
owns Apple 
Barn Orchard 
and Winery 
in Elkhorn, re-
ports a robust 
apple crop, 
with varieties 
such as McIn-
tosh weigh-
ing down the 
branches so 
much that 
some are snap-
ping off.

“It just happens,” she said.
Jacobson said heavy rains the last 

few weeks have caused some early va-
rieties to actually split open—mature 
apples can hold only so much water—
and winds from recent storms have 
blown some apples to the ground.

It might not be a major problem 
because Apple Barn has had a bumper 
crop so far. But the trees are so full that 
Jacobsen has had three pickers going 
into overdrive to get the apples before 
Mother Nature downs more of them.

One picker is filling multiple 
18-bushel hoppers with apples—to 
the tune of about 1,180 bushels a day.

That’s a lot of apples.
“Yes, it is,” Jacobson said.
Right now, Cortland apples—a 

darker-red variety that’s a cousin of the 
McIntosh—are ripe. They’re a sweet 
apple good for cooking and eating, 
and this weekend will be their peak, 
Jacobson said.

For those who like tart fruit, 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Bins full of freshly picked McIntosh apples sit on a trailer at Apple Barn and 
Winery in Elkhorn. Local growers say some early fall varieties are starting to peak 
this week. Customers can pick their own apples at the Apple Barn this weekend. 
Below: Jose Ramirez dumps a bucket of McIntosh apples into a bin Tuesday at Apple 
Barn and Winery in Elkhorn.

Whether their crops 

are bountiful or a 

little more spare, 

apple growers across 

Rock and Walworth 

counties say the time 

is ripe for apples, with 

early fall varieties 

such as McIntosh, 

Holiday, Cortland and 

Zestar now eminently 

crisp and pickable.

Turn to PICK on Page 10A

Developments outside  
downtown now eligible

Turn to TIFS on Page 9A

Turn to WICKED on Page 9A

Costly decision
Court: Family must pay 

town of Janesville’s 

legal fees after dispute 

over horses. Page 3A

Quintana cruises
Cubs pitcher baffles 

Brewers as Chicago’s 

division lead grows by 

one game. Page 1B
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