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Archers gather
A group of more than 40 

traditional archers held 

their annual meeting 

Saturday in Janesville. 

Page 2A

Elkhorn advances
Elkhorn defeated  

Westosha Central 61-52 

Saturday night to win its 

WIAA Division 2 regional 

title in Elkhorn. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 50  

Mostly sunny; 
becoming windier

More on 11A
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Did you remember?
The beginning of daylight 

saving time early this 

morning means you 

need to turn your 

clocks ahead an hour.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Nathan Burkart and his twin brother, 

Alex, were staples in the Janesville chil-
dren’s theater group, SpotLight on Kids, 
in the 1990s.

They performed to crowds bursting 
with proud relatives and friends of the 
large, child-dominated casts, all under the 
direction of Edie Baran.

Today, Baran and Burkart find them-
selves in a very different relationship.

Burkart is executive 
director of the Janesville 
Performing Arts Center, 
which didn’t exist when he 
was a child actor.

Baran is executive direc-
tor of one of the resident 
performing groups that 
rent JPAC for their perfor-
mances, the Beloit Janes-

ville Symphony Orchestra.
“I am thoroughly amazed with that 

young man,” Baran said of Burkart. “His 
energy is incredible. His creative vision is 
awesome.”

Baran might be expected to sing the 
praises of her former protégé, but she is 
not alone. JPAC board members and peo-
ple in the wider community say JPAC found 
something special in 2016 when Burkart 
was hired to return to his hometown from 
Los Angeles, where he pursued an acting 
career.

“He has a great business sense that can 
handle large-scale fundraising efforts as 
well as building and technical upgrades 
while motivating not only his team, but 
young and experienced actors, groups, 
parents and our community,” wrote JPAC 
Board President CeeCee Philipps in nom-
inating him for Forward Janesville’s Min-
uteman Press Emerging Leader Award.

Burkart received the award in Janu-

ary. Philipps noted in her letter that JPAC 

annual attendance grew from 18,000 to 

30,000 under Burkart, and annual reve-

nue increased by 33%.

“Nathan is not afraid to grow from defeat 

and is humble in success,” Philipps wrote. 

“The mission of JPAC is to foster a creative 

community, and this is what Nathan does 

every day.”

Burkart has invited his small staff and 

some community volunteers to join him in 

creating new ways to get feet to cross the 

JPAC threshold. Among the results:

 � Summer and school-year programs 

for students interested in the performing 

arts, including theater shows and a choir. 

As in Burkart’s youth, the formula of wel-

coming everyone into a production brings 

out crowds of family and others who know 
the aspiring thespians.

 � An annual play by Milton writer Jim 
Lyke, focusing on social problems that have 
sprung up locally, such as homelessness. 
The productions typically team up with 
local agencies that work to address the 
problem, such as the GIFTS Men’s Shelter.

 � The “Tales of …” series, a readers the-
ater that looks at what makes Rock County 
tick: “Tales of Old Marshall, “Tales of Down-
town” and this year’s “Tales of our Farms.”

 � Once-a-month movie showings.
 � An increase in touring acts, including 

comedians and the popular dueling pia-
nos series.

“I can’t imagine anyone in Janesville not 
finding something that they would like at 

Booming under Burkart

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A full house watches the Janesville improv comedy troupe Steadily Improv’ing in the black 
box theater at the Janesville Performing Arts Center on Feb. 28.

Burkart

By Markian Hawryluk

Kaiser Health News

A possible coronavirus pandemic 
could overwhelm the nation’s hospi-
tals and force doctors into difficult 
decisions about how to allocate lim-
ited resources. Yet, experts say, only a 
handful of states have done the work 
necessary to prepare for such worst-
case scenarios.

How would hospitals handle over-
flowing emergency rooms? What 
would doctors do if they ran out of 
medicines or ventilators? How would 
they decide who gets prioritized if they 
can’t treat everyone?

Many fear the rapid spread of the 
virus invites a repeat of disaster sce-
narios like those that occurred in 2005 
after Hurricane Katrina, when some 

health care provid-
ers in New Orle-
ans were accused of 
euthanizing elderly 
patients.

To ensure that 
would never hap-
pen again, a group 
of clinicians, eth-
icists and legal 
experts created a 
framework more 
than a decade ago 
for “crisis standards 

of care,” through which states could 
help hospitals, doctors and front-line 
health care workers prepare for the 
tradeoffs that arise in a crisis.

“You definitely don’t want people 
making those decisions in the heat of 
the moment, when they haven’t slept 
and they haven’t eaten and there’s no 
air conditioning,” said Dr. Matthew 
Wynia, director of the Center for Bio-
ethics and Humanities at the Univer-
sity of Colorado’s Anschutz Medical 
Campus. “You make worse decisions 
under those circumstances.”

In worst-case scenarios, the health 
care system might not be able to pro-
vide the same quality of care as in 
calmer times. While federal officials 
can provide recommendations, such 
public health emergencies fall under 
the purview of individual states. Trig-
gered only when a governor or local 
municipality declares a state of emer-
gency, state plans allow for the waiver 
of regulations that might limit how 

As coronavirus spreads, 
health officials worry  
varying crisis plans  

could mean uneven care

JANESVILLE
When Abbey Donahue decided to pursue a career as a 

nuclear engineer, her mother encouraged her.
“She was incredibly supportive in trying 

something that was unconventional,” Donahue 
said.

Donahue’s mom was a trailblazer in the 
1980s when she took classes in information 
technology and did well in the male-dominated 
field.

“She knew the importance of having a life-
time of learning and not being complacent and 
of trying new things,” Donahue said.

Today, the 33-year-old Donahue is an engi-
neering manager at SHINE Medical Technolo-
gies in Janesville.

She considers herself fortunate to have had 
amazing women, including her college sorority 

Event aims to stoke girls’ passion for STEM careers

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Nuclear engineer Abbey Donahue stands in front of construction work 
at SHINE Medical Technologies in Janesville on Tuesday. Donahue is a 
nuclear engineer at the company.
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JPAC officials praise energy, vision of organization’s executive director
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