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Cloudy; rain late 

in the p.m.
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Council to consider 

Court Street stop signs
City officials believe all-way  

stop signs at two Court Street  

intersections could have  

prevented 25 crashes and want  

to remedy that situation. Page 3A

Jump around
Sun Prairie neighbors 

are hoping you join in 

a statewide effort to ‘Jump 

Around’ at 3 p.m. today  

as a unifying move versus 

the coronavirus. Page 1B
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JANESVILLE
Janesville City Manager Mark Freitag 

said the city’s front line employees—police, 
firefighters and medics—for now have an 
ample supply of personal protective gear 
they need to do their jobs in the COVID-
19 crisis.

But what Freitag says is 
a continued dearth of infor-
mation and lack of trans-
parency from Rock County 
health officials leaves city 
leaders in the dark and ham-
pers help he said the city 
might offer in the local bat-
tle against a COVID-19.

Freitag, a retired U.S. 
Army colonel, compares 
the local fight against the 
disease to military combat.

The following are 
answers Freitag gave 
during an interview Friday 
to questions posed by The 

Gazette by email Thursday:
Gazette: The city council is considering 

a resolution Monday to urge Rock County 
to share more information about COVID-19 
cases with the city. What are your thoughts 
about that?

Freitag: Freitag expressed continued frus-
tration over the stance of Rock County gov-
ernment officials that clearer information 
on individual COVID-19 infections could 
compromise federal Health Insurance Por-
tability and Accountability Act restrictions 
designed to protect personal privacy.

He said the county health department 
continues to be unwilling to share infor-
mation with city officials about COVID-
19 cases—including how many Janesville 
infections there are and whether specific 
neighborhoods in the city, large work-
places or nursing facilities have been iden-
tified as COVID-19 infection “hot spots.”

Freitag said the city’s lawyers believe the 
release of such information is not a viola-
tion of HIPAA rules.

“I could help educate that neighbor-
hood, facilities or business. If necessary, if 
a lack of (personal protective equipment) 
was a problem associated with a hot spot, 
I could help provide additional PPEs or at 
least connect them with vendors that have 
PPE,” Freitag said.

“It’s a losing proposition and effort not 
to share that information because it’s not 
helping the common goal of preventing 
spread in our community. And so I consider 
the issue extremely frustrating. And, you 
know, I’m hopeful that we’ll see a change 

Freitag
‘I’m hopeful 
that we’ll see  
a change in  
(the county’s 
position).’

Freitag 
answers 

questions 
on virus

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers said Friday that he 

doesn’t know when Wisconsin busi-

nesses will be allowed to reopen but that 

it might happen after his current closure 

order expires April 24 and that it proba-

bly won’t happen all at once.

A loosening of restrictions put in 

place to curb the spread of the corona-

virus is likely to happen gradually and 

follow the recommendations of public 

health experts, he said.

“The last thing you 

want is a resurgence 

because you, quote 

unquote, reopened too 

soon,” Evers said.

His comments came 

after two of the most 

conservative members 

of the Wisconsin Senate 

accused state health offi-

cials of stoking fear over the coronavirus 

and warned that if the governor extended 

a stay-at-home order into May, it could 

lead to civil disobedience.

Evers called for a ratcheting down 

of partisan rhetoric, particularly from 

those who have called for cutting state 

employee salaries to help deal with the 

state budget hit caused by the coronavi-

rus crisis.

“Hopefully we can 

continue to defeat the 

virus instead of defeating 

each other,” Evers said on 

a conference call.

The critical comments 

from state Sens. Steve 

Nass of La Grange and 

Duey Stroebel of Cedar-

burg demonstrated grow-

ing Republican criticism of how Evers has 

handled the pandemic a month since he 

first declared a public health emergency.

Evers and the state’s top health official, 

Andrea Palm, defended their handling 

of the crisis, saying their decisions have 

been driven by science and a desire to 

slow the spread of the virus. Nass accused 

GOP, Evers spar over ‘re-opening’ timing

City has needed supplies; 
hopes for greater sharing 

of information from county

State accused of stoking fears; 
Evers: Science spurs choices

Evers Nass

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Parker High School Class of 

2020 members Aliyah Easter 

and Icie Ellison performed their 

own graduation ceremony Fri-

day night outside Monterey Sta-

dium.

Their best friend, Tatyanna 

Manuel, who graduated last 

year, played “Pomp and Circum-

stance” on the car stereo and 

called out their names.

The girls whooped and 

laughed and thought about what 

might have been.

“It’s just sad because they were 

at my graduation ceremony, and 

I was looking forward to joining 

theirs, but COVID-19 affected the 

world,” Manuel said.

“I wanna walk the stage!” Eas-

ter said, echoing the thoughts of 

many.

“I’ve been waiting 18 years 

for this, and out of nowhere, I’m 

going to be graduating over a 

computer screen,” Ellison said.

They were among the doz-

ens—maybe hundreds—of stu-

dents from Craig and Parker 

high schools and their parents 

and friends who came to Mon-

terey or to the athletic fields at 

the high schools at 8 p.m. Friday 

night.

Turn to FREITAG on Page 5A Turn to VIRUS on Page 5A

City high schools light athletic fields as Class of 2020 marks a spring like no other

Miranda Lambert takes a photo of the lights at Monterey Sta-
dium in Janesville on Friday for her daughter, Parker senior 
Marissa Lambert. Marissa was unable to go see the lights her-
self because she was working as a certified nursing assistant.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Cars are parked to see the lights turn on at Monterey Stadium in Janesville on Friday night.

Flooding the night

Turn to LIGHTS on Page 5A

Elections panel advises 

clerks to heed court
The Wisconsin Elections Commission 

advised clerks around the state to 

heed the ruling of the US Supreme 

Court and count only ballots  

postmarked by April 7. Page 2A
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