
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Sunday, March 31, 2019 • Our 173rd year • $4

©2019 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

Classified . . . . . . . . D-E

Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . C

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . 10A

Nation/World 11B-12B

Opinion . . . . . . . .8A-9A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . . 4E

State . . . . . . . . .6A, 12A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .4C
OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A

•Cynthia “Cyndy” Adams
•Robert M. Atwater
•John R. Brzezinski
•Curtis M. Cornellier
•Gladys M. Fielder

•Roland “Rollie” V. Freund
•Marvin S. Golz
•Patrick James Joyce
•William C. Kerr
•Jeff Pomije

A passion for safety
A retired Walworth County 

Sheriff’s Office employee  

promotes a system that 

is designed to improve  

communication in times  

of emergency. Page 3A

Majeed named 

player of the year
Jordan Majeed of Beloit  

Turner has been named 

area boys basketball player  

of the year by The Gazette.  

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 27  

Mostly sunny 
and chilly

More on 11A

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

After hours of waiting, killing time in 

the Walworth County Courthouse while a 

jury weighed the defendant’s future, both 

sides received notice—the jury had reached 

its verdict.

Lawyers, family mem-

bers, victims, the defen-

dant and others filed into 

the courtroom.

Hearts likely were 

pounding—the forthcom-

ing decision could be the 

difference between free-

dom and prison.

Mackenzie Renner, the 

head of state assistant pub-

lic defenders in Walworth County, said jury 

trials are “very stressful” for her clients. The 

defendants trust their futures to “12 com-

plete strangers from the community.”

“For many people, that’s very scary,” she 

said.

While jury trials are still relatively rare—

most cases end with plea agreements—Wal-

worth County has for years been near the 

top of the state in jury trials.

But in 2017, the year District Attor-

ney Zeke Wiedenfeld took over, Walworth 

County had 54 jury trials—more than the 

two previous years combined.

In 2018, only two much 

larger counties—Milwau-

kee (693) and Dane (93)—

had more jury trials than 

Walworth County, which by 

itself accounted for 3.4 per-

cent of all the state’s trials.

Wiedenfeld said jury tri-

als let the public have its 

say on a case. Same is true 

for victims, who can testify. Jury trials let 

defendants have their day in court, which 

is guaranteed under the Sixth Amendment 

to the Constitution.

‘It’s our job’

WiedenfeldRenner

Jury trials

SOURCE: Wisconsin court records

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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Before Wiedenfeld Wiedenfeld

WALWORTH COUNTY

*Criminal cases only

Walworth County sees a growing number of jury trials

Illustration by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Turn to TRIALS on Page 5A

By Molly Beck and Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Fifteen people are caught in the middle 

of a legal and political war between Dem-

ocratic Gov. Tony Evers and the Republi-

can-controlled Legislature.

They are people from all over the state 

who were picked by former Republican 

Gov. Scott Walker to serve on high-pro-

file boards such as the one that oversees 

University of Wisconsin campuses. Oth-

ers were appointed to boards unknown to 

most Wisconsinites, like one that polices 

radiographers.

“I’m a pawn on the chessboard,” said 

Scott Beightol, who was appointed by 

Walker to serve on the UW Board of 

Regents. 

“I’m just surprised by this. This seems 

very silly to me.”

Beightol was one of 82 appointments 

confirmed by the state Senate in Decem-

ber during a legislative session that was 

ruled illegal by a Dane County judge last 

week. After the ruling, Evers rescinded the 

appointments after the judge said the Leg-

islature’s action was void.

But a state Appeals Court this week 

blocked the lower court’s order to elimi-

nate the confirmations. 

And on Thursday, Evers reappointed all 

but 15 of the Walker appointees back to 

their old positions—leaving Beightol and 

14 others off the list.

To Evers, the 15 people are no lon-

ger appointed to any of the boards. On 

Wednesday, he blocked Public Service 

‘A pawn on the chessboard’: 
In lame-duck lawsuits, 15 appointees  

caught in the middle of partisan battle

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF MILTON
It has been 20 years since a van crash 

March 25, 1999 left seven young, traveling 
door-to-door magazine sellers dead and 
scattered across the southbound lanes of 
Interstate 90/39 near a rest stop north of 
Janesville.

In Verona, Phil Ellenbecker, now 70, still 
grieves bitterly over the death of his daugh-
ter, Malinda Turvey.

Turvey was 18 when she left home to 
sell magazines after seeing a newspa-
per advertisement for Y.E.S., an Oklaho-
ma-based magazine subscription sales 
company who beckoned her with prom-
ises of a $500-a-week “blue jean job!” that 
offered “fun in the sun!”

Two days after she started work in trav-
eling sales out of a Y.E.S. crew van, Turvey 
was killed.

The sun was hours from rising when just 
after midnight March 25, 1999, Turvey and 
11 of her young co-workers were thrown 
from a green Dodge crew van with no 
license plates after it rolled over at 81 miles 
per hour on I-90/39 north of Janesville.

The van’s driver was trying to switch 
seats with a passenger to avoid earning a 
speeding ticket, police said.

Along with its death toll, the 1999 van 
disaster left five others maimed. Details 
of the crash and the circumstances under 
which it happened live in stark relief in 

20 years after van crash  
killed traveling sales workers 

near Janesville, a parent  
still fights for change

Gazette photo
A Gazette file photo shows the crew van that 
carried 12 young magazine sellers ages 15 to 
25 that crashed in March 1999 on Interstate 
90 near Janesville. Seven of the passengers 
were killed, and five were seriously injured.

A legacy 
of grief
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