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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Patrick Brian Bell
•Margaret “Maggie” 
Bostwick
•Nancy L. Burge
•Richard Floyd “Rick” 
Carroll

•Ronald J. Foley
•Doris A. Hogan
•Aleena R. Lopez
•Betty J. McNely
•Thomas Wayne Nicks
•Luz Selk

•Betty Shepard
•Doretta M. “Sis” 
Stewart
•Joan E. Whitby
•Grant L. Winger Sr.
•Leonard J. Zimmerman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 93 | Low 70  
Mostly sunny, hot 

and humid
More on 9A

Witness to history
Beloit World War II veteran 

recalls his time on the 

Pacific battleship where 

Japanese leaders formally 

surrendered to the Allies. 

Page 2A

Life experience
Delavan woman’s 

experiences in the 

health care system 

led her to pharmacy 

school. Page 3A

Back to work
The Milwaukee 

Brewers began 

their preseason 

workouts Saturday 

at Miller Park.  
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE

As Ron Gay led this 

year’s Fourth of July parade 

on horseback, he shared 

with onlookers the signifi-

cance of the riderless horse 

with backward-facing boots 

ahead of him.

The horse and boots, Gay 

said, symbolize the “missing 

man”—those who have died 

in combat.

It’s unusual to see parade 

leaders talking so easily 

with spectators, but Satur-

day’s parade in Evansville 

was far from typical.

Evansville, as Gay and 

Police Chief Patrick Reese 

said, is a Fourth of July 

town. 

The Evansville Commu-

nity Partnership organizes 

one of the largest Indepen-

dence Day parades in the 

area each year, along with a 

fireworks display, kids fish-

ing contest and other fes-

tivities.

This year, the organi-

zation chose not to host a 

parade or fireworks per the 

Rock County Public Health 

Department’s recommenda-

tions during the pandemic, 

Reese said.

Gay, a U.S. Marines vet-

eran and self-described 

reader of the Declaration of 

Independence and Constitu-

tion, believed a parade was 

needed. So he organized one 

and opened it up to anyone 

wanting to participate.

A few dozen people took 

him up on it.

The city’s public safety 

Marching on

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Autumn Stahl, of Fort Atkinson, watch the fireworks from atop the family’s van while in Whitewater on Saturday. While the fireworks 
show at Traxler Park in Janesville was canceled this year, Whitewater was among the nearby communities that still hosted a pub-
lic Independence Day fireworks display.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Family trips and summer vacations have 

undergone dramatic alterations—or have been 

downright canceled—because of COVID-19.

But thanks to “Notebooking Through the 

United States,” a virtual summer school class 

at Madison Elementary School, students are 

still exploring other states.

They recently visited the Houston Zoo and 

Dinosaur Valley State Park through virtual 

tours and watched a rodeo for the lesson on 

Texas.

“Notebooking” is one of about 20 courses 

the Janesville School District is offering via the 

virtual learning platform SeeSaw this summer. 

The district typically offers close to 100 classes 

in a traditional summer.

In the past, the state Department of Pub-

lic Instruction allowed virtual summer school 

classes only for grades 7-12, but the agency 

expanded those opportunities to younger stu-

dents because of the pandemic.

About 1,350 students are participating in 

Janesville’s summer school program—about 

half the enrollment of a typical summer school.

Summer 
connection

By Patrick Whittle and Carolyn Thompson

Associated Press

PORTLAND, MAINE
School districts across America are in the 

midst of making wrenching decisions over how 

to resume classes in settings radically altered by 

the coronavirus pandemic, with school buses 

running below capacity, virtual learning, out-

door classrooms and quarantine protocols for 

infected children the new norm.

The plans for the upcoming school year are 

taking shape by the day and vary not just state 

to state but district to district. The debates have 

been highly emotional, with tempers flaring 

among parents and administrators, and have 

been made all the more vexing by record num-

bers of COVID-19 cases being reported each 

day in some states.

In Florida, some school districts want stu-

dents back in the classroom in early August even 

though the virus is surging through commu-

nities. On average, Florida has reported more 

than 7,000 new cases each day recently—more 

Public schools 
face reopening 

challenges
Whether to have students come 

to school in person merely  
the first question to be answered

Fireworks still a blast in midst of coronavirus pandemic

Students, teachers making most 
of Janesville School District’s  

online summer school offerings

Evansville residents organize parade of their own after cancellation

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Left: A young boy sporting patriotic colors and American flags rides his bicycle in Evansville’s community-led Fourth of July parade 
Saturday. Right: Participants in a resident-organized Fourth of July parade round the first corner of the parade route in Evansville 
on Saturday. Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 9A

Turn to PARADE on Page 9A

Turn to SUMMER on Page 9A
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