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Teen sex assault alleged at Craig High School
Former student faces three felony counts in court hearing. Page 3A

Woman tapped to administer Veterans Affairs
Gov.-elect Evers selects former US Navy captain for post. Page 2A

Craig girls win 

Optimist tourney
Free throws allowed Craig 

to score a 51-48 win Friday 

over Evansville in the 

Optimist Holiday  

Tournament. Page 1B

By Ted Anthony

AP National Writer

NEW YORK
They are fighting, yes, but 

the fight crackles with the 
enticing electricity that only 
Cary Grant and Katharine 
Hepburn could deliver. 

He is storming out the 
door. She is throwing his 
golf clubs after him. The 
music is jaunty. He is charm-
ingly irritated.

Then, he strides up to 
her, throws a fake punch in 
the air at her, opens his fist 
and shoves his palm into her 
face, slamming her onto the 
ground. 

She looks up at him with 
what appears to be mild 
exasperation. She rubs her 
injured neck. The rom-com 
musical score plays on.

So begins 1940’s “The 
Philadelphia Story”: with 
a case of domestic assault 
played for laughs. 

Eight decades later, the 
movie is clearly two things: 
uneasy fare for a post-#Me-
Too culture—and an endur-
ing American classic.

They exist throughout 
society’s pop-culture canon, 
from movies to TV to music 
and beyond: pieces of work 
that have withstood time’s 
passage but that contain ac-
tions, words and depictions 
about race, gender and sex-
ual orientation that we now 
find questionable at best.

Whether it’s blackface 
minstrel routines from Bing 
Crosby’s “Holiday Inn,” Apu’s 
accent in “The Simpsons,” 
bullying scenes in “Rudolph, 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” 
the arguably rape-y coercion 
of “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 
and “Sixteen Candles,” or the 
simplistically clunky gender 
interactions of “Mr. Mom,” 
Americans have amassed 
a catalog of entertainment 
across the decades that now 
raises a series of contentious 
but never-more-relevant 
questions:

What, exactly, do we do 
with this stuff today? Do 
we simply discard it? Do 
we give it a free pass as the 
product of a less-enlightened 
age? Or is there some way to 
both acknowledge its value 
yet still view it with a more 
critical eye?

Does American 

By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The partial government shutdown will 

almost certainly be handed off to a divid-
ed government to solve in the new year, as 
President Donald Trump sought to raise the 
stakes Friday and both parties traded blame 

in the weeklong impasse.

Agreement eludes Washington in the 

waning days of the Republican monopoly 

on power, and that sets up the first big con-

frontation between Trump and newly em-

powered Democrats. Trump is sticking with 

his demand for money to build a wall along 

the southern border, and Democrats, who 

take control of the House on Thursday, are 

refusing to give him what he wants.

Trump worked to escalate the show-

down Friday, reissuing threats to close the 

U.S.-Mexico border to pressure Congress to 

fund the wall and to shut off aid to three Cen-

tral American countries from which many 

migrants have fled.

“We will be forced to close the Southern 

Border entirely if the Obstructionist Demo-

crats do not give us the money to finish the 

Wall & also change the ridiculous immigra-

tion laws that our Country is saddled with,” 

he wrote in one of a series of tweets.

The president also signaled he was in no 

rush to seek a resolution, welcoming the fight 

as he heads toward his own bid for re-elec-

tion in 2020. He tweeted Thursday evening 

that Democrats may be able to block him 

now, “but we have the issue, Border Security. 

Gazette staff

Gazette staff members write hundreds of 
stories in a year.

Many of them are breaking or timely 
news: car crashes, shootings, city budgets, 
court decisions, business transactions.

But stories that reporters pick as their 
favorites often don’t involve breaking news.

They’re about people.
Some of those people need help. Others 

face challenges that test them. Still others in-
spire the reporter simply by the way they live.

Those types of stories make good reading, 
and they dominated among our reporters’ 
favorites for 2018.

Jonah Beleckis
Headline: “After he died from a heroin 

overdoes, she struggles to live”
Date published: Sept. 30
Synopsis: Joshua R. Syck was one of 72,000 

people nationally to die from a drug overdose 
in 2017, but his girlfriend—and countless oth-
ers across the county—are still struggling to 
live through each agonizing day without 
their loved ones.

Reporter’s thoughts: Jessica was gracious 
enough to let me into her life to see her in 
her darkest moments, including her trip to 
her boyfriend’s grave on the anniversary of 
his death. She again attempted to take her 
own life just two days later.

This story was important to me because 
Jessica’s story was an example of the agony 
behind the dozens of overdose deaths we see 
in our communities. As much as the story was 

about Jessica, it was about the ripple effects 

from overdose deaths.

Jessica’s story reached all the way to Lt. 

Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch, who wrote Jessica a 

letter, sharing her condolences.

Jim Dayton
Headline: “Readers recall vacant building 

as beloved Swanson’s grocery store”

Date published: Nov. 20

Synopsis: Local residents contacted The 

Gazette to identify an empty, rundown struc-

ture as the former Swanson’s grocery store. 

The photo had run the previous week as the 

cover art for a story about vacant buildings 

in Janesville.

Reporters choose their favorite stories of 2018

No shutdown deal in sight
Trump threatens again  

to close US-Mexico border

In the #MeToo era, 
can entertainment’s  

value expire?

Aging 
(not) 

so well?

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jessica Gault holds her son, Dayton, while visiting the grave marker of Joshua Robert Syck on 
Sept. 2 in Palmyra.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

With one weekend to go, Rota-

ry Gardens has already broken its 

attendance record for the Holiday 

Light Show.

Unseasonably warm weather 

helped attendance approach 50,000, 

breaking last year’s record high of 

46,000, Rotary Gardens Executive 

Director Becky Kronberg said. This 

weekend’s forecast includes more 

comfortable weather, which should 

draw plenty more visitors for today 

and Sunday evenings, the last two 

nights of the popular Christmas 

lights display.

Rotary Gardens show breaks attendance record

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The annual Holiday Light Show at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville 
in 2017 set an attendance record. The 2018 version has already broken 
that record.

IF YOU GO
What: 2018 Holiday 

Light Show
W h e n :  4 : 3 0 -

8:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
29 and Sunday, Dec. 30

Where: Rotary Gar-
dens, 1455 Palmer Drive, 
Janesville

Cost: $5 per person; 
children 2 and younger 
are free.

Because of limited on-
site parking, visitors can 
park at Dawson Fields and 
catch a free shuttle bus to 
the entrance pavilion. The 
fields are located at 920 
Beloit Ave., Janesville.
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