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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Michael J. Bailey
•Patricia Ann Engen
•Deborra L. Gretschmann

•Roger L. Lentz
•William “Bill” Leopold Jr.
•James C. McDade

•Thomas Edward McGrath
•Jared P. Swanson
•Kenneth J. Wolnick

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 32 | Low 27  

Partly 
sunny

More on 7A

Trump tension
Intensifying legal 

troubles raise  

concerns among 

those in president’s 

inner circle. Page 6B

Bucks win
Eric Bledsoe scores 

20 points to lift  

Milwaukee to a 

108-92 win against 

Cleveland. Page 1B

Did lunch rush play role in crash?
Teen driver charged 

in Janesville traffic death 
By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A teenager accused of killing a woman 

in a traffic crash on Milton Avenue was 
weaving through traffic at high speed to 
get to a restaurant, according to a criminal 
complaint filed in Rock County Court on 
Monday.

Ty M. Matijevich, 17, of 3743 Red Stone 

Drive, Janesville, is charged with homi-
cide by negligent driving.

Matijevich was speeding north on Mil-
ton Avenue shortly before 11:45 a.m. Oct. 
19 when a southbound car driven by Mer-
ilyn Mitchell of Milton turned left to enter 
the Janesville Mall parking lot, according 
to the complaint.

Matijevich was speeding and braked 
one second before the crash, which slowed 
his Chevrolet Cobalt to 77 mph, according 
to the complaint.

Mitchell, 74, was driving a Cadillac. 
She was pronounced dead at Mercyhealth 

No easy fix for lunchtime 
reckless driving, police say

 By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Every lunch hour, Randall and Miner-

al Point svenued are crowded with high 
school students driving to find food.

They’re new drivers, they’re hungry 
and they have limited time for lunch. As 
a result, speeding and reckless driving are 
common, police told The Gazette.

A Parker High School student on 
lunch break was driving to a Milton Av-
enue restaurant Oct. 19 when his vehicle 
collided with a Cadillac, killing a Milton 
woman, according to court documents. 
Investigators estimate the student was 
driving 83 mph in the moments leading 
up to the crash.

Janesville police acknowledged lunch-
time driving is a problem, but it’s one 
without a simple fix. 

Time, business interests, academic pri-
orities and the nature of youth all have to 
be balanced in the equation.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Overriding a city staff recommen-

dation, the Janesville City Council has 
left the door open for the city to pay 
for public infrastructure to encourage 
private residential development.

Deputy City Manager Ryan McCue 
said Monday that a public-private 
team had “agreed to disagree” over 

the city’s role in paying 
for improvements for 
private residential de-
velopments, including 
water and sewer lines, 
street improvements 
and streetlights.

The council decided 
to give the team more 
time to find something 
that works for both the 

city and private developers.
The city had paid for such services 

since at least the 1980s. It stopped in 
2016 after losing money on services 
provided to subdivisions that were 
never developed.

In response to the recent push for 
more housing, the public-private team 
was formed to explore the possibility 
of paying for services again to spark 
new construction.

The seven-person group, including 
four people in real estate and three city 
staff members, met twice in November.

McCue, Finance Director Max 
Gagin and Clerk-Treasurer Dave Godek 
all believed that the city cannot take 
the risk of financing infrastructure 
for private residential construction. 
Previous deals caused the city to lose  
$2.2 million in special assessments 
and increase its debt service by nearly 
$1.5 million to recoup its losses, ac-
cording to a city memorandum.

McCue said Monday the team had 
reached an impasse, so he didn’t see 

Measure means WEDC 
would face less scrutiny

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Companies seeking tax credits 

from Wisconsin’s troubled job-cre-

ation agency would face less scruti-

ny under a provision Republicans 

included in a package of lame-duck 

legislation designed to weaken new-

ly elected Democrats.

The measure awaiting Gov. Scott 

Walker’s signature would loosen the 

reins on an agency he created, which 

has been marred by allegations of 

failing to recover loans from some 

companies and handing out $126 

million without a formal review.

Gov.-elect Tony Evers, who oust-

ed Walker in last month’s election, 

would be blocked from overseeing 

the Wisconsin Economic Develop-

ment Corporation for nine months 

under another provision in the 

lame-duck package. It’s one of sev-

eral components in the legislation 

that would reduce the powers of 

Evers and the incoming Democratic 

attorney general.

Current law requires the WEDC 

to annually verify payroll and em-

ployment data from tax credit recip-

ients to make sure they’re creating 

Associated Press
Gov.-elect Tony Evers, left, shakes hands with outgoing  Wis-
consin Gov. Scott Walker during a gubernatorial debate in 
October in Madison. Republicans pushing to hang on to 
power in Wisconsin are trying to curb the authority of Evers 
and incoming Democratic Attorney General Josh Kaul.

State GOP looks to ease corporate tax break rules

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville got a taste of winter as it awoke to a coating of hoarfrost Monday morning. The branches on these trees along St. Lawrence Avenue 
were among many throughout the city left carrying a crispy, white sheen. For more photos, visit Gazettextra.com/Galleries. For this 
week’s weather forecast, turn to Page 7A.

Monday’s hoarfrost in Janesville offers sign of things to come
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City still 
might aid 

residential 
development

McCue
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