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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Kendall M. Corey
•Laurie Elizabeth Knetter

•Jeanne A. Morrison
•Mardella M. “Mardy” Simes

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 17 | Low 14  

Cloudy 
and cold

More on 7A

Super Bowl is set
The Los Angeles Rams and 

New England Patriots earn 

overtime victories Sunday 

to clinch spots in Super 

Bowl LIII. Page 1B & 3B

A heart of gold
Friends, family remember 

Ken Corey after the longtime 

owner of Dubes Jewelry in 

downtown Janesville died 

Friday. Page 3A

Recession recovery 
varies among 

city’s subdivisions

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Last summer, Janesville 

officials began a public 

push to illuminate the 

need for more housing in 

the city.

Apartments, townhous-

es, condos, homes, low-in-

come housing, high-end 

housing—we need it all, 

officials said.

Proposed apartment 

projects have tended to 

get the most attention. 

They are larger and can 

accommodate more people 

than a single-family home, 

whose construction can 

go unnoticed among the 

grand plans and glittering 

renderings of new apart-

ment complexes.

But the spotlight has 

slowly turned back to 

single-family homes. In 

December, the city council 

overrode a city staff recom-

mendation to not pay for 

subdivision infrastructure.

The city once allowed 

infrastructure subsidies 

but dropped the policy in 

2016. It had lost too much 

money building water 

and sewer lines, street im-

provements and other ser-

vices for subdivisions that 

were never built in the re-

cession’s aftermath.

Under the old policy, the 

city financed infrastruc-

ture at the outset, and the 

developers or landown-

ers promised to pay back 

the city through five-year 

payment plans, Planning 

Director Duane Cherek 

said.

Though staff prefer not 

to revive the practice, the 

council wants to consider 

restoring it to trigger more 

home construction.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Emerald Estates, above, and Harmony Grove, below, are among several Janesville subdivisions that are seeing mixed recovery results after the recession 
that struck the U.S. in 2008. The Janesville City Council wants to consider restoring its past practice of financing subdivision infrastructure in an effort 
to trigger more home construction in the area.

Getting back to building

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Today, schoolchildren 

will sing and adults will 

give speeches in honor of 

Martin Luther King Jr.

But long before there 

was a national holiday 

honoring the civil rights 

leader, many people in the 

country did not support 

him.

When King was assas-

sinated in 1968, a Harris 

Poll showed that almost 75 
percent of Americans dis-

approved 
o f  t h e 
highly visi-
ble spokes-
man in the 
civil rights 
movement.

“There’s 
a kind of 
revisionist 

view that King was uni-
versally loved and respect-
ed,” Marc Perry said. “But 
during the time that he 
was most active from 1955 

to 1968, he was not univer-
sally loved, and he faced a 
lot of opposition.”

Perry of the Diversity 
Action Team of Rock 
County wants to encourage 
a better understanding of 
King and what he believed.

On Monday, Jan. 28, 
Perry will lead a discus-
sion on myths about the 
civil rights leader.

“It’s been on my mind 
for quite some time,” he 
said. “I want to make sure 
we don’t lose sight of Dr. 
King’s legacy and others in 

the movement.”

Perry is president of the 

team’s board of directors. 

The group’s mission is to 

fight racism and discrimi-

nation in Rock County.

The gathering is part 

of a monthly discussion in 

Beloit, called Courageous 

Conversations, that focus-

es on racial justice.

“It’s important to re-

member that Dr. King was 

more than an excellent or-

ator,” Perry said. “He was 

Discussion to focus on common myths about King
IF YOU GO

What: Common myths 
about Martin Luther King 
Jr., part of the Courageous 
Conversations discus-
sion.

When: 5:30-7 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 28.

W h e r e :  M e r r i l l 
Community Center, 1428 
Wisconsin Ave., Beloit.

Details: To learn more 
about the Diversity Action 
Team of Rock County, go 
to datrockco.org.

Perry

Turn to HOUSING on Page 7A

Turn to KING on Page 6A

By Emily Hamer  

and Sheila Cohen

Wisconsin Center 
for Investigative Journalism

MILWAUKEE
On a summer night in 

2017, a police officer con-
ducting a drunken-driv-
ing sweep in northeast 
Wisconsin tried to pull 
over an SUV after a check 
showed the owner had a re-
voked driver’s license. The 
driver fled. As the officer 
gave chase, siren blaring, 
the vehicle blew through 
multiple stop signs in a 
residential area.

The officer stopped the 
pursuit for public safety 
reasons. When police found 
the vehicle parked later, the 
driver was nowhere to be 
found.

The vehicle owner told 
the Wisconsin Center for 
Investigative Journalism 
that he was not driving the 
car that day; his ex-girl-
friend had been using it for 
months. He asked that his 
identity be shielded in this 
story—“David” is a pseud-
onym—because although 
the case has been dis-
missed, prosecutors could 
still refile charges against 
him.

When David went to 
retrieve his SUV from the 
impound lot, he was arrest-
ed for felony eluding. The 
next day, the court com-
missioner set his bail at 
$5,000—more than David 
could afford.

So he sat in jail for 84 
days waiting for court—
even though he had wit-
nesses to swear he was not 
driving the SUV the night 
of the chase.

Eventually, David’s pub-
lic defenders got the case 
dismissed.

But he can never get back 
the nearly three months he 
served in jail for a crime 
he said he did not commit. 
David lost his job, car, apart-
ment and visitation time 
with his now 12-year-old 
son. After he was released, 
his 50-50 custody changed 
to one weekend a month.

Although David got his 
job back, he had to dip into 
his retirement savings to 
pay off the loan still owed 
on the SUV that police 

Does bail 
system 
punish 

the poor?
State man’s case 

seen as an example

Turn to BAIL on Page 6A

Feeling the pain
Americans becoming 

increasingly aware 

of government  

shutdown’s everyday 

effects. Page 6B
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