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Horses help parents 

cope after a loss
An organization is helping 

parents dealing with the grief 

of losing a child with an  

opportunity to spend time 

with horses. Page 3A

Texas Tech, Virginia 

reach championship
A Virginia win over Auburn 

was marked by controversy 

while Texas Tech held off 

a Michigan State rally to reach 

Monday’s title game. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 64 | Low 48  

Mild with  
occasional rain

More on 9A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Victoria Dawson wanted to 

be a police officer since seventh 

grade.

She got her degree in crim-

inology from UW-Whitewater 

in 2017.

Now, she’s been hired by 

Janesville. Like many depart-

ments, Janesville will pay her 

wages as she goes through the 

17 weeks of police academy at 

Blackhawk Technical College 

and pay her $5,000 tuition, too.

Starting wages locally range 

from the low $40,000s to mid 

$50,000s.

Benefits are not bad when 

compared to some other jobs, 

although they’re not as good as 

they were before Wisconsin’s 

2011 law known 

as Act 10 cut 

into them, and 

raises are not 

what they used 

to be, said Chief 

Deputy Barb 

Tillman of the 

Rock County 

Sheriff ’s Office.

Sti l l ,  the 

numbers of applicants for 

local police jobs in recent 

years reflect the national trend: 

POLICE PURSUITS
Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Three Blackhawk Technical College police academy students clear an area during active-shooter training inside the MercyCare building in 
Janesville. After each scenario, instructors critiqued the students’ efforts.

Blackhawk Technical College police academy students listen to feed-
back from Janesville police Sgt. Rob Perkins after their active-shooter 
training exercise.

Tillman

Fewer applying for area law enforcement openings, reflecting national trend

By Jill Colvin and Colleen Long

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Tensions are rising, fingers are point-

ing, and the search for solutions is increas-

ingly fraught.

Overwhelmed by an influx of migrants 

at the U.S.-Mexico border that is taxing 

the immigration system, President Don-

ald Trump is grasping for something—any-

thing—to stem the tide.

Trump, who campaigned on a promise 

to secure the border, has thrown virtually 

every option his aides have been able to 

think of at the problem, to little avail. He 

has sent out the military, signed an emer-

gency declaration to fund a border wall 

and threatened to completely seal the 

southern border. On Thursday he added 

a new threat, warning of hefty tariffs on 

cars made in Mexico if the country doesn’t 

abide by his demands.

Now, with the encouragement of an 

influential aide and with his re-election 

campaign on the horizon, Trump is look-

ing at personnel changes as he tries to shift 

blame elsewhere.

The first move was made Thursday, 

when the White House unexpectedly 

pulled back the nomination of Ron Vitiello 

to permanently lead U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, where he had been 

acting director. The abrupt reversal was 

encouraged by top Trump policy adviser 

Stephen Miller and seen by some as part of 

a larger effort to bring on aides who share 

Miller’s hard-line immigration views.

“We may go a different way. We may 

have to go a very tough way,” Trump said 

in an interview with “Fox & Friends Week-

end” that aired Saturday.

An empowered Miller is also eyeing 

the removal of Lee Francis Cissna, direc-

tor of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services, which runs the legal immigra-

tion system, according to two people who 

spoke on condition of anonymity because 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The sea of cheerful blue pinwheels 

in Lower Courthouse Park has a sober-

ing purpose.

Each of those 3,000 pinwheels rep-

resents a call to Rock County Social 

Services reporting suspected child 

abuse and the possibility that a child-

hood has gone terribly wrong.

On Saturday, CASA of Rock County 

held Pinwheels for Prevention, an 

event designed 

to raise pub-

lic awareness 

of child abuse 

and neglect and 

to engage the 

community in 

prevention and 

support pro-

grams. Satur-

day’s event was 

one of many 

held nation-

wide.

CASA stands 

f o r  C o u r t 

A p p o i n t e d 

Special Advo-

cates. CASA 

volunteers are 

appointed by 

judges  and 

watch over and 

advocate for 

abused and neglected children. Each 

volunteer focuses on one child and 

tries to be a consistent presence in the 

child’s life.

The day also served as a celebration 

of CASA volunteers and foster parents, 

people who form a critical fiber of the 

social safety net.

Out of the 3,000 calls to child pro-

tective services, about 1,800 of those 

are “screened in” for investigation, 

CASA program director Sandy John-

son said.

Of those, about 147 end up in the 

Event raises awareness  
for need of social services

Pinwheels
FOR

Prevention

Trump struggles with a growing problem on the border
President still searching 
for a strategy to allow 

him to fulfill his promises

Turn to BORDER on Page 5A

Turn to PINWHEELS on Page 10A

RELATED
• Nation/world: U.S. officials now say it might take 

up two years to reunite immigrant families./Page 9B

On Saturday, CASA 

of Rock County 

held Pinwheels for 

Prevention, an event 

designed to raise 

public awareness 

of child abuse and 

neglect and to  

engage the  

community in 

prevention and 

support programs. 

Saturday’s event was 

one of many held 

nationwide.
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