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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Mary E. Hove
•Richard A. Murray
•Marian H. Olin
•James L. Tracy

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 73  

A shower and 
t-storm around

More on 7A

Owen Butler wins
Milton native Owen Butler (right) 

shakes hands after winning a 

rain-shortened Ray Fischer  

Amateur Championship 

on Sunday in Janesville. Page 1B

A 2020 referendum?
Elkhorn and other Walworth 

County communities are 

pondering a referendum for 

staffing costs for fire/ems.  

Page 3A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Genie Gottula takes a lot of pride 

in her garden.

It’s come a long way since the 

Janesville resident moved into 

the home on the property in 2005. 

Pushed right up against a forested 

patch, the garden had weeds and 

trees creeping in and growing 

rapidly when Gottula arrived.

The backyard now showcases 

plenty of green grass, and hundreds 

of flowers radiate vibrant hues. Sun 

peeks through the towering trees 

as buzzing bees motor through the 

garden.

Gottula’s garden is one of nine 

local gardens open to the public 

for Rotary Botanical Gardens’ 25th 

annual Home Garden Tour fund-

raiser.

“After I retired, I really started 

working on this place the way I like 

it,” Gottula said. “It was hard, hard 

work. From trimming trees to pull-

ing weeds, it was a lot, but it was 

worth it.”

This year’s tour features nine 

gardens including Rotary Botani-

cal Gardens and the SSM Health/

St. Mary’s Hospital healing garden. 

There is plenty of variety, including 

Rotary Botanical Gardens home garden tour features variety of designs

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School 

District has eight social 

workers, 10 school psy-

chologists, 26 school coun-

selors, four specialists, five 

nurses and one coordinator 

for homeless students.

So kids have plenty of 

people to talk to about 

the emotional and practi-

cal challenges of everyday 

life. But sometimes, they 

need more than a listen-

ing ear—they need profes-

sional help.

Starting next year, 

they’ll be able to get it—

possibly without ever leav-

ing school.

On Thursday, District 

Director of Pupil Ser-

vices Kim Peerenboom 

announced the district had 

received a $75,000 grant to 

help establish professional 

therapists in one elemen-

tary school and in the two 

high schools.

The need
At a school board meet-

ing Tuesday, Peerenboom 

cited statistics that show 

about 70 percent of stu-

dents nationwide with 

mental health needs don’t 

receive adequate treat-

ment.

Schools across the coun-

try are seeing more students 

with challenging behaviors 

and mental health needs. In 

Marathon County in north-

ern Wisconsin, a consor-

tium of county and school 

officials, schools, coun-

seling agencies and law 

enforcement was created 

to solve the problem.

Schools and the criminal 

justice system were seeing 

more and more young peo-

ple who had suffered some 

sort of trauma at home 

such as witnessing domes-

tic violence or being victims 

of abuse. Drug endangered 

homes, poverty and other 

issues translated into stu-

dents who couldn’t func-

tion at school.

But traveling from Mar-

athon County to another 

nearby can take an hour and 

20 minutes, said Lee Ship-

way, consortium member 

and head of Peaceful Solu-

tions, a counseling service 

based in Wausau. Parents 

who had access to counsel-

ing services found it diffi-

cult to consistently take a 

By Rich Kremer

Wisconsin Public Radio

MADISON

As Attorney General Josh Kaul 

and Gov. Tony Evers advocate for 

more DNA analysts at the Wiscon-

sin Department of Justice, new 

data shows the backlog of DNA 

evidence at the state’s crime labs 

has been cut by nearly half in 2019.

Data obtained by WPR from 

the DOJ through an open records 

request show the number of DNA 

evidence cases pending for more 

than 90 days in 2019 dropped from 

766 in January to 410 in April.

The DNA backlogs have been 

hotly debated since it was reported 

in 2015 that there were 6,000 

untested sexual assault kits in Wis-

consin. Former state attorney Gen-

eral Brad Schimel vowed to speed 

up DNA analysis at the state’s 

crime labs by increasing funding 

for the labs and contracting with 

testing centers in other states. In 

September 2018, Schimel claimed 

the state’s backlog of untested sex-

ual assault kits had been elimi-

nated.

Kaul told Wisconsin Public 

Radio this year’s decrease in the 

number of DNA analysis cases 

pending for more than 90 days is 

partly due to the state’s crime labs 

finishing up work on a statewide 

initiative to reduce the number of 

unsubmitted sexual assault kits 

known as the Wisconsin Sexual 

Assault Kit Initiative.

“The crime lab’s role in that 

has largely been completed,” said 

Kaul. “So, that has allowed ana-

lysts to spend more time focused 

on other DNA cases. Submissions 

ebb and flow as well. So, there are a 

number of things that can account 

for changes in those numbers.”

By Nick Wadhams

Bloomberg News

At the Group of 20 gath-
ering in Japan, leaders 
who can find themselves 
shunned at such multilat-
eral summits were the focus 
of U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s attention, humor 
and respect across Friday 
and Saturday.

Turkey’s leader was a 
“tough cookie” and Saudi 
Arabia’s crown prince a 
“friend” who has done a 
“spectacular job.” Trump 
said he had a “tremendous 
discussion” with Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin. China’s 
President Xi Jinping was 
“one of the great leaders in 
200 years.”

Then on Sunday, Trump 
became the first sitting 
president to set foot in 
North Korea, a day after he 
issued a surprise invite via 
Twitter for Kim Jong Un to 
meet him at the Demilita-
rized Zone, the heavily forti-
fied border between North 
Korea and South Korea. 
What was intended as a 
handshake and brief chat 
turned into an unsched-
uled summit of more than 
an hour.

The encounters marked 
a welcome and long-sought 
return from the cold for the 
likes of Putin and Saudi 
Arabia’s Mohammed bin 
Salman, who have other-
wise been the target of sanc-
tions, isolation and oppro-
brium from the U.S. govern-
ment. All came away having 
gained from the exchange, 
whether something con-
crete like trade concessions 
or more nebulous, such as 
legitimacy and respect.

“This G-20 meeting has 
been less about the largest 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Genie Gottula’s home is host to one of nine local gardens that will be open to the public during Rotary Botanical Gar-
dens’ 25th annual Home Garden Tour fundraiser.

Above left: Sweet William, a colorful, biennial flower, is featured in the front gardens of Genie Gottula’s home.  
Above right: A lawn ornament in the backyard garden of Gottula’s home in Janesville.

Dream gardens

‘If not 
us, who?’

Schools hope  
to offer therapy  

for students

Report: DNA backlog at state crime labs cut in half
Pending cases dropped 

from 766 to 410

Making 
friends
Trump helps bring 
authoritarians back 

in from the cold
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