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morning snow
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Special contribution
An appearance on  
Steve Harvey’s show yielded  
a $5,000 contribution for Tom 
Hathaway, the ‘Awesome Mailman,’ 
and his local fundraising efforts.  
Page 3A

A quiet transition
Gov.-elect Tony Evers 
has a more low-key style 
as he begins work on his 
transition to take over 
Wisconsin’s top job.  
Page 2A

Craig girls roll in debut
The Cougars began their 2018  
Big Eight season with a 76-37  
rout of Beloit Memorial  
on Friday in Beloit. Page 1B

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
One of the key phrases 

in Rock County’s marijua-

na advisory referendum, 

which passed handily 

Nov. 6 with 69 percent 

support, asked voters if 

the substance should be 

“taxed and regulated like 

alcohol.”

The concept is simple 

enough: If you’re 21 or old-

er and possess a valid ID, 

you could buy marijuana 

from a licensed retail ven-

dor—just like alcohol.

But Wisconsin’s alcohol 

regulations are complex, 

and the policies oversee-

ing the lengthy supply 

chain before consumer 

purchase aren’t common 

knowledge.

In light of 18 success-

ful marijuana advisory 

referendums across the 

state, The Gazette took a 

closer look at how alcohol 

regulation works and how 

a similar system might be 

applied to marijuana.

It should be noted that 

marijuana remains illegal 

in Wisconsin. The referen-

dums were only meant to 

gauge public opinion, but 

some local legislators are 

now more supportive of 

at least medical marijuana 

after last week’s vote.

Regulating alcohol
The state Department 

of Revenue governs alco-

hol regulation. Wiscon-

sin, like other states, has 

a three-tier system with 

producers, distributors 

and vendors making up 

the tiers, said Tom Ourada, 
an excise tax specialist for 
the agency.

Basically, the three-tier 
system dictates that pro-
ducers must sell alcohol 
to distributors, who then 
sell to vendors. There are 
exceptions, such as brew-
pubs or microbreweries 
that are allowed to make 
and sell their products on 
site.

The three-tier setup 
originated after the Prohi-
bition years, when alcohol 
distribution was largely 
regional. Before Prohibi-
tion, a small number of 
providers could control 
the entire market in one 
area, Ourada said.

All three tiers in the sys-
tem are subject to various 
taxes. Those rates depend 
on the type of alcohol. Li-
quor is 86 cents per liter, 
and most beer is $2 per 
barrel. Wine has a 6.6-cent 
tax if its alcohol content is 
less than 14 percent; oth-
erwise that fee roughly 

doubles, he said.

Granting licenses
Quotas for alcohol li-

censes from municipali-

ties are based on popula-

tion. The city of Janesville 

can give out 97 licenses 

for bars and restaurants. 

Only 91 such licenses are 

currently in use, Janes-

ville Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek said.

The city has full control 

over alcohol vendor licens-

es, and Janesville has 24 of 

those. It does not keep a 

formal waiting list of li-

cense applicants, he said.

Local regulations may 

be tighter than statewide 

rules. Janesville ordi-

nance requires a separate 

entrance for liquor de-

partments at grocers, gas 

stations and convenience 

stores, Godek said.

Rock County Board 

member Yuri Rashkin, 

who led the effort to get 

By Martha Mendoza

Associated Press

PARADISE, CALIF.
There’s a sweet legend about this town: On a 

blazing summer day in the 1850s, a lumber mill 

crew with a wagon and ox took a break under a 

grove of tall evergreens. The air was cool, the pine 

needles fragrant.

“Boys,” said the team boss, “this is paradise.”

Thus, more than 170 years ago, Paradise was born. 

From the start, it was enriched with gold mined from 

nearby hills and lumber harvested from the forests. 

Over generations, thousands lived and loved here; 

they built homes and businesses, schools and houses 

of worship, parks and museums that proudly hon-

ored Paradise’s place in American history.

In a matter of hours last week, it all disappeared.

Nearly 10,000 homes. Hundreds of shops and 

other buildings. The Safeway supermarket. The 

hardware store. The Dolly-O-Donuts & Gifts, where 

locals started their day with a blueberry fritter and 

a quick bit of gossip.

This California town of 27,000 literally went up in 

smoke in the nation’s deadliest wildfire in a century. 

The death toll is in the dozens, and many more are 

missing. And memories are all that’s left for many 

of the survivors.

Driving past the smoldering ruins of downtown, 

Patrick Knuthson, a 49-year-old, fourth-generation 

local, struggled to make sense of what he was seeing. 

He pointed out places that once were, and were no 

‘Taxed and regulated  
like alcohol’?

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Beer taps at O’Riley & Conway’s in downtown Janesville. 
Wisconsin, like other states, regulates alcohol using a 
three-tier framework that breaks up the industry into pro-
ducers, distributors and vendors.

‘There’s no town now’
Paradise is reduced to ash, but memories survive the flames

Associated Press
Members of the California Army National Guard take a break at they search 
burned homes for human remains in the aftermath of the Camp Fire on-
Thursdayin Paradise, Calif.

What might cannabis regulations look like?

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It’s the sound of the season.

You hear it as you walk toward grocery 

stores and malls.

Ring, ring, ring.

Ring, ring, ring.

You see it when you approach the en-

trance: hanging red kettles and volun-

teers clad in red vests.

T h o s e 

sights and 

sounds are 

a Christmas 

tradition as 

r e c o g n i z -

able as San-

ta Claus and 

candy canes, and they’re the signs of the 

Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign. 

It began officially in Janesville on Friday 

morning at Festival Foods.

Ringers will be stationed at 21 loca-

tions across Rock County, including in 

Milton, Janesville, Evansville, Edgerton 

and Beloit, through Christmas Eve. Vol-

unteers will man the kettles every day 

except Thanksgiving and on Sundays.

Salvation Army campaign 
means Christmas  

is right around the corner

TO VOLUNTEER
To sign up to be a Sal-

vation Army bell ringer, 
visit registertoring.com.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Nancy Merhalski of Beloit puts a donation into the Salvation Army kettle Friday as Taylor 
Dorris, a Festival Foods employee, rings a bell at Festival Foods in Janesville.

Kettle time

Ann Klesic of Janesville places a donation 
into a kettle Friday during the Salvation Ar-
my’s Red Kettle Campaign kickoff at Festival 
Foods in Janesville.
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