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Border arrests, 

stops down again
The number of people 

stopped or detained at 

US-Mexico border fell for 

the seventh straight month 

in December. Page 6B

Dunbar under  

investigation
The former commander of the 

Wisconsin Air National Guard 

is under investigation for  

the Guard’s handling of sex 

assault accusations. Page 2A

Blue Devils alone 

in first place
Evansville beat Clinton, 

49-41, on Thursday to 

break a first-place tie atop 

the Rock Valley Conference 

standings. Page 1B
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Law enforcement agencies in Wis-

consin are not consistently reporting 
human trafficking cases, leading to 
incomplete information, and are likely 
undercounting the number of people 
who are forced into the sex trade, a 
report released Thursday by the state 
attorney general found.

The conclusion is based on responses 
from hundreds of Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agencies to a state Department 

of Justice survey sent in 2019. Attorney 

General Josh Kaul told The Associated 

Press in an interview 

ahead of the report’s 

public release that it 

shows more work needs 

to be done to improve 

data collection, raise 

awareness of the prob-

lem and expand support 

for victims.

“There has been a 

growing recognition 

that this is a real issue that is happen-

ing in communities across the state and 

needs to be taken seriously,” Kaul said. 

“It’s a crime we need to keep working 

to address.”

Human trafficking is generally 

defined as the use of force, fraud or coer-

cion to move someone, typically to make 

them have sex for money.

The goal of the survey was to gather 

more details about the perceptions, 

policies and data-entering practices of 

law enforcement agencies. The results 

show there’s still room for improvement 

among police agencies in consistently 

Report shows need to refocus

By Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

As tensions fester with Iran, President Don-

ald Trump finds himself turning to the very 

people and entities he has spent three years 

dismissing or alienating: NATO, Western allies 

and U.S. intelligence agencies.

Trump, who once said that U.S. spy agencies 

should “go back to school,” is now highlight-

ing the intelligence services’ work that led to 

the fatal air strike 

against Iran’s most 

powerful general.

“There’s some 

dripping irony, 

but nobody thinks 

all of a sudden he 

loves us,” said Marc 

Polymeropoulos, 

a recently retired 

26-year CIA vet-

eran who held 

assignments in the 

Mideast, Europe 

and Eurasia.

Also, after three 

years of dismis-

sive comments 

about NATO and 

other European 

allies, Trump says 

he wants them to help more in the Middle 

East. He even suggested a new possible name 

of “NATOME” to add emphasis on the Middle 

East.

Following his order to kill Iranian Gen. Qas-

sem Soleimani, and the dangerous aftermath of 

Iran launching missiles at U.S. military instal-

lations, Trump said he would like to see more 

NATO troops in the Middle East because the 

problems there are international in scope.

His latest entreaty is also the freshest test of 

whether he can bend other nations and inter-

national alliances to his will and convince them 

to join with him after years of letting many of 

those relationships wither.

“I think NATO should be expanded and we 

should include the Middle East, absolutely. ... 

Right now the burden is on us, and that’s not 

Trump gives 
entities he has 

disparaged  
a second look

Associated Press
President Donald Trump 
walks across the South 
Lawn of the White House 
to board Marine One on 
Thursday.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The one thing we know 

for sure is that we’ll have 

snow by Saturday.

Exactly how much is less 

clear. But forecasters got 

into the storm-predicting 

spirit Thursday, and their 

forecasts grew more omi-

nous by the hour.

Early in the day, National 

Weather Service forecasters 

in Sullivan predicted 3 to 5 

inches of snow for Saturday.

By about noon Thursday, 

the range jumped to 4 to 

6 inches, and by 3 p.m., 

National Weather Service 

meteorologist Benny Van 

Cleve said he was looking at 

6 to 10 inches.

Regardless of how much 

snow we get—whether it’s 2 

or 10 inches—it will be the 

first ordinary winter event 

this year.

Seriously, think about 

it: Kids did their trick-or-

treating in the snow, but 

the weather was warm and 

the ground was bare for 

Back to normal

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Bob Korth, an employee at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville, loads extension cords from the Holiday Light Show 
into a cart Thursday at the gardens. Korth said staffers are working hard to get what they can off the ground before 
snow starts to fall this weekend.

Incoming snowstorm  
to sweep Wisconsin  

back to weather reality

Police across state not consistent in reporting human trafficking, survey finds

Kaul

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE

A Beloit man shot and killed by Beloit 

police Dec. 10 was at the scene of a Dec. 

7 shooting in Janesville, the Rock County 

Sheriff ’s Office confirmed Thursday.

The sheriff ’s office’s investigation 

revealed that Montay S. Penning, 23, was 

riding in a vehicle that was involved in the 

nonfatal shooting, which occurred in the 

2900 block of South Highway 51.

A sheriff ’s official, whom Adams Pub-

lishing Group is not naming, said Penning 

was not a suspect in the initial investiga-

tion. Authorities learned of his involve-

ment only after his death.

Two Beloit men face attempted homi-

cide charges in the shooting.

Virgil Lee Tate Jr., 25, of 312 Middle St., 

was arrested Jan. 4 by Chicago police and 

is charged with attempted 

first-degree intentional 

homicide and first-degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety.

He is accused of firing 

the shot that wounded 

a man the night of Dec. 

7 near the intersection 

of highways 51 and 11 on 

Janesville’s south side.

Ronald L. Hicks, 34, of 643 Hackett St., 
was arrested by Beloit police Dec. 24 and 
was thought to be the driver of the car Tate 
was riding in. He is charged with party to 
attempted first-degree intentional homi-
cide and first-degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety.

According to the criminal complaint 
against Tate, the man was shot after 
arranging to meet Tate at the Kwik Trip at 

Authorities: Beloit man killed by police was on scene of earlier shooting

Penning

He has turned to NATO allies,  
US intelligence community  

for support as Iran crisis unfolds
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