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•Lynne Baltzer
•Robert L. Brownstetter Sr.
•Marilyn Carpenter
•Richard E. Edwards
•Barbara D. Emard
•Iolene Rae Gilbertson-Funk
•Barry A. Huppert
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•Leon Eugene “Lee” Moore
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•Melinda A. Richards
•Col. Donald L. Sands

•David Sargent
•Mary Taubert
•Merri Wilson
•Faith Wittwer
•Norman Ray Zee

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 66  
A couple of heavy 

p.m. t-storms
More on 5A
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By Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Protesters are pushing to “defund the 

police” over the death of George Floyd 
and other black Americans killed by law 
enforcement. Their chant has become 
a rallying cry—and a stick for President 
Donald Trump to use on Democrats as he 
portrays them as soft on crime.

But what does “defund the police” 
mean? It’s not necessarily about gutting 

police department budgets. Still, some 

activists and lawmakers have also raised 

the possibility of completely disbanding 

police departments, clouding the more 

complicated message.

Q: What is the “defund the police” 
movement?

A: Supporters say it isn’t about elimi-
nating police departments or strip-

ping agencies of all of their money. They 

say it is time for the country to address 

systemic problems in policing in America 

and spend more on what communities 

across the U.S. need, such as housing and 

education.

State and local governments spent  

$115 billion on policing in 2017, according 

Defining defunding
Protesters explain their rallying cry as Trump tries to use it to sway public

Associated Press
A protester holds a sign with the ‘defund 
the police’ slogan Saturday in New York 
City.

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON

Parents and day care provid-

ers spoke out Monday against 

new attendance area boundaries 

in the Milton School District that 

will affect not only where children 

attend school but where they go to 

day care.

Parents questioned if now—the 

middle of a pandemic—was the 

right time for change and argued 

that more change will cause more 

anxiety.

Nineteen people signed up to 

speak before Monday’s school 

board meeting, and a petition 

on change.org had garnered 539 

signatures Monday. The petition 

asks the school board to change 

or pause the new policy, which 

requires students within each 

area to attend that area’s desig-

nated school.

The school board will hold a 

listening session on the subject 

at 6:30 p.m. today at Milton High 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Peter Gaines of Beloit casts his line beneath the bridge while fishing on Bass Creek with his cousin early Monday morning along South John-
son Road west of Janesville.

Dropping a line

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city council Monday 

approved $26.45 million in gen-

eral obligation debt Monday, 

which will be used primarily to 

complete many of the city’s cap-

ital projects for the year.

The council approved an 

additional $3.64 million in tax-

able general obligation debt, 

which will be used for an incen-

tive payment to developers of 

the Diamond Ridge apartment 

project as outlined in the proj-

ect’s tax-increment financing 

agreement.

The council approved the 

debt unanimously with little dis-

cussion, despite concerns raised 

during previous meetings about 

borrowing during the economic 

downturn caused by the COVID-

19 pandemic.

This year’s debt issuance is 

the largest since 2015 and is 

$2.5 million more than the 2019 

issuance, Finance Director Max 

Gagin said.
Several large one-time proj-

ects account for the increase, 
including wastewater utility 
upgrades and stormwater util-
ity borrowing for reconstruc-
tion of the river wall downtown, 
Gagin said.

Projections for 2021 show 
borrowing should decline by a 
few million dollars, he said.

State law mandates munic-
ipalities’ debt limits cannot 
exceed 5% of their equalized 
property values.

Janesville’s debt rule is more 
conservative, capping the city’s 
debt limit at 2.5% of its equal-
ized value.

The approved borrowing for 

2020 is 2.05% of the city’s equal-

ized value, the lowest percent-

age since 2015, Gagin said.

Last year’s citywide revalu-

ation led to a 33% increase in 

the city’s equalized value, which 

helped keep borrowing as a per-

centage of equalized value low, 

Gagin said.

General fund borrowing will 

cost taxpayers about $30.54 a 

year on a home assessed at the 

city’s median value, $147,600.

Estimates show taxpayers 

will likely pay $4.84 less toward 

debt service in 2021.

A proposal from an apart-

ment developer also helped limit 

City approves debt to pay for capital improvements

RELATED
• Bill proposed: House Democrats introduced a bill 

that would force an overhaul of police procedures nation-
wide./Page 5B

Amount OK’d highest since 2015 but meets 
city’s rule for percentage of equalized value

Ballot question
A conservative law firm 

wants state elections 

commissioners to outlaw 

harvesting of absentee 

ballots before November’s 

vote. Page 2A

Signature issues
Two candidates hoping to 

run for Congress have had 

their nominating signatures 

challenged, meaning they 

might not qualify for a 

primary. Page 3A

Draft dreams
Former Craig baseball 

standout Jack 

Blomgren hopes to 

get picked during 

this week’s truncated 

MLB draft. Page 1B

Boundary 
battle 

shapes up

IF YOU GO
What: Milton School Board 

listening session on new atten-
dance area boundaries.

When: 6:30 p.m. today.
Where: Jon C. Platts Per-

forming Arts Center, Milton 
High School, 114 W. High St. Par-
ticipants should use the main 
entrance.

Online: People can watch the 
meeting virtually at meet.google 
.com/osd-mxrj-uxc.

Parents challenge  
attendance area plan

MILTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
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