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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dorothy A. Albert
•Anna Maria Borchardt
•Diane M. Brauer
•Alice D. Cantlin
•Patricia A. Floto
•Edward Hall

•Lila Ruth Hawkins Holze
•Catherine D. Joholski
•Martha Lois Myers
•Joan M. Pancratz
•Ronald S. Staben

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 12 | Low -4  
Sunny, windy and 

much colder
More on 7A

Democrats want  

Trump’s tax returns
A House committee could 

ask the Treasury secretary  

to provide the president’s tax 

documents for review behind 

closed doors. Page 6B

Quite the collection
Milwaukee men open museum 

dedicated to their bobblehead 

collection, which includes 

more than 6,000 figurines of 

athletes, mascots, pop-culture 

figures and more. Page 2A

By Matthew Daly

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Democrats launched a sweep-

ing plan Thursday to transform 

the U.S. economy to combat cli-

mate change and create thou-

sands of jobs in renewable energy, 

signaling its likely elevation as a 

central campaign issue in 2020 

despite President Donald Trump’s 

failure to mention climate change 

in his State of the Union address.

At least six senators running for 

president or considering White 

House bids backed the Green 

New Deal put forth by freshman 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

of New York and veteran Sen. Ed 

Markey of Massachusetts. The 

nonbinding resolution calls for 

a “10-year national mobilization” 

on the scale of the original New 

Deal to shift the economy away 

from fossil fuels such as oil and 

coal and replace them with re-

newable energy sources such as 

wind and solar power. It sets a 

goal to meet “100 percent of the 

power demand in the United 

States through clean, renewable 

and zero-emission energy sourc-

es,” including nuclear power.

“Our energy future will not be 

found in the dark of a mine but 

in the light of the sun,” Markey 

said at a Capitol news conference.

The plan goes far beyond en-

ergy to urge national health care 

coverage and job guarantees, as 

well as high-quality education 

and affordable housing. The res-

olution urges elimination of fossil 

fuels pollution and greenhouse 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

The Beloit and Delavan Shopko stores 

are among 139 more stores the company is 

closing this year, a Shopko spokeswoman 

announced Thursday.

The Beloit store at 2761 Prairie Ave. will 

close May 12. The Delavan store at 1450 E. 

Geneva St. will close May 5, according to 

a statement from spokeswoman Michelle 

Hansen.

A list of closures is available on the com-

pany’s website.

The Janesville store is not on the list.

About 50 optical centers in the closing 

stores will become freestanding locations, 

including the optical center at the Mineral 

Point Road location in Madison, according 

to a list on the website.

The company believes operating fewer 

stores will help Shopko “emerge as a stron-

ger company,” attract potential buyers and 

overcome bankruptcy, according to the 

statement.

Beloit’s Shopko is the anchor store in a 

Framework 
of Green 
New Deal 
released

Associated Press
U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-New York, speaks at a Women’s 
Unity Rally in New York City last 
month. Ocasio-Cortez is the main 
author of the Green New Deal res-
olution intended to transform the 
U.S. economy to combat climate 
change and create jobs in renew-
able energy.

Shopkos in Beloit, Delavan to close
Janesville location survives; 
stores will be closed in May

Democrats with hopes 
of running for president 

embrace liberal plan

Turn to SHOPKO on Page 6A

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE
After a Thursday of icy rain, 

sliding vehicles and shuttered 
schools, area residents are brac-
ing for a deep freeze today that 
will turn leftover puddles into 
skating rinks.

National Weather Service 
forecasters predict a high tem-
perature near 9 degrees today 
with wind chills of minus 10 to 
minus 20, pushed by brisk west 

winds gusting 
up to 30 mph. 
Friday night’s 
low drops to 
minus 5 degrees 
with wind chills 
of minus 10 to 
minus 15, the 
weather service 
said.

It was un-
clear at press 

time Thursday if school districts 
would close schools for a second 
consecutive day.

Area school districts are deal-
ing with a record number of snow 
days this season. The Janesville 
School District has closed school 
six days so far, and the winter is 
far from over.

However, the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction 
has already told superintendents 
that it will not waive the required 
number of instructional hours, 
which would have given districts 
more flexibility on ways to make 
up for lost school time.

Thursday presented a safety 
issue as freezing rain made travel 
treacherous even for salt trucks.

Three or four Rock County 
salters went off the road 
Thursday morning, with two 
of them needing tow trucks to 
get out, said county Director of 
Public Works Duane Jorgenson.

“We were getting calls from 
people frustrated that we weren’t 
on top of it better this morning, 
but we had freezing rain around 
3:30 to 4 a.m., so even if we were 
up all night, if we’re going to get 

that, we’re going to be fighting,” 

Jorgenson said Thursday morn-

ing.

“That morning commute was 

tough,” Jorgenson added. “It’s 

just one of those storms that—I 

don’t know how you manage that 

differently. The timing of it beat 

us up pretty good.

“It’s a slow go,” he said. “Our 

trucks are heavy, which is good, 
but ice is ice, and we slide around, 
too.”

The on-duty supervisor at the 

Trapped under ice

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: John Whitmore Jr. applies salt to icy sidewalks surrounding a home on Sinclair Street in Janesville 
on Thursday. Below left: Icicles hang from a picnic table near Janesville’s Oak Hill Cemetery. Below right: A 
winter crabapple tree near the cemetery wears a layer of ice.

Cold air and wind 
follow freezing rain 

into Wisconsin

RELATED
• Playing 

the hits: Plow 
truck drivers for 
Janesville and 
Beloit add levity 
to this wintry 
mix with a ‘rap 
battle.’/3A

Turn to TRAPPED on Page 7A

Turn to DEAL on Page 7A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=8794aa09-800c-5342-9045-f5d4470e30d1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=8794aa09-800c-5342-9045-f5d4470e30d1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=8794aa09-800c-5342-9045-f5d4470e30d1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=8794aa09-800c-5342-9045-f5d4470e30d1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=8794aa09-800c-5342-9045-f5d4470e30d1

