
Left: Submitted photo; right:  Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Left: Cheu Vang, owner of Vang C&C Farm in Jefferson, demonstrates how to use a hand sickle at his farm in July. Right: Linda Vang discusses 
her participation in the Wisconsin Farms Oral History Project. The project, coordinated by UW-Whitewater history professor James Levy, was 
designed to investigate farming and food production in Wisconsin with a focus on race and ethnicity. Levy and students focused on five farms 
in Wisconsin, including the Vang C&C Farm, which is run by a family of Hmong immigrants who came from Laos in 1975 and found their way to 
Jefferson County in 2005.
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Questions on hemp
Federal legalization has 

created both optimism and 

new questions about the  

crop for area farmers.  
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Giannis leads 

the way for Bucks
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on Saturday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 29  

Mostly sunny 
and breezy
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Linda Vang didn’t realize how 

much she missed being around 
Hmong elders until she attended 
a dinner at the Vang C&C Farm.

The UW-Whitewater student, 
who is Hmong herself, enjoyed 
being around their wisdom and 
hospitality again earlier this 
month.

The dinner on her relative’s 
farm in Jefferson was not just 
a family get-together, however. 
It was a farm-to-table dinner 
and conversation event that are 
part of a larger statewide project 
headquartered at UW-W.

Vang worked with her rela-
tive’s farm as part of the Lands 
We Share initiative. The pro-
gram is collecting histories and 
making presentations to tell 
the culturally diverse stories of 
farming in Wisconsin.

“I would really like people to 

learn that farming isn’t a stereo-

type of a typical white family or, 

like, a corporation that’s passed 

down from generation to gen-

eration,” she said. “There are so 

many different types of farming, 

so many different ethnicities.”

The interactive exhibit with-

in the Wisconsin Farms Oral 

History Project is traveling the 

state to start conversations, said 

director and UW-W history pro-

fessor James Levy. The Lands 

We Share tour is a collaboration 

of UW System campuses in Eau 

Claire, Oshkosh, Madison, Mil-

waukee and Whitewater

On those campuses, the proj-

ects have included work from 

more than 300 students (includ-

ing “dozens” in Whitewater) and 

25 faculty and staff members, ac-

cording to a news release. They 

have conducted about 400 oral 

history interviews.

The Lands We Share exhibit 

first premiered in Oshkosh on 

Oct. 10 and is currently at the 

Hoard Historical Museum in 

Fort Atkinson through early Jan-

uary before it moves to Johnson 

Creek.

After that, from Jan. 28 to 

Feb. 10, the exhibit will be on 

A diverse landscape

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
UW-Whitewater history professor James Levy listens to public relations 
students give a presentation about the Wisconsin Farms Oral History 
Project.

By Christopher Rugaber  

and Anne D’Innocenzio

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON

America’s retailers, struggling 

to fill jobs, have been raising pay 

to try to keep and attract enough 

employees. Now, some stores 

want something in return: A 

more efficient worker.

To that end, retailers, fast 

food restaurants and other low-

er-wage employers are boosting 

investment in technology and re-

designing stores. Walmart is au-

tomating its truck unloading to 

require fewer workers on loading 

docks. Kohl’s is using more hand-

held devices to speed check-outs 

and restock shelves. McDonald’s 

is increasingly replacing cashiers 

with self-service kiosks to free up 

workers for table service.

Retail workers, though com-

paratively low-paid, have enjoyed 

some of the best wage gains in the 

past year. Their hourly pay rose 

4.3 percent in November from a 

year earlier—much faster than 

such higher-wage industries as 

manufacturing, where pay rose 

1.8 percent.

Walmart raised its starting pay 

to $11 an hour this year. Target’s 

minimum is $12, with plans to 

make it $15 by 2020. Amazon’s 

starting wage leapt to $15 in No-

vember. And more than 20 states 

have raised minimum wages 

above the federal $7.25 an hour. 

UW-Whitewater history students collect stories from variety of farms across state

WHITEWATER

Lacey Reichwald recalls a commu-

nity forum in 2015 after Whitewa-

ter’s only full-service grocery store 

said it planned to close its doors.

“I remember angry people point-

ing at city officials and saying that 

someone needs to do something 

about this,” she said.

Instead of looking to someone 

else to fix the problem, Reichwald 

jumped in with both feet.

“It occurred to me I can do some-

thing about this,” she said.

Today, the community has taken 

important steps to bring a coopera-

tively owned and full-service grocery 

to the city under the leadership of 

36-year-old Reichwald.

She is president of the Whitewater 

Grocery Co. Board of Directors.

The wife and mother also owns 

two successful Whitewater busi-

nesses, The SweetSpot Café and The 

SweetSpot Bakehouse, and believes 

in the power of people working to-

gether to improve their community.

“If I want to live in a vibrant com-

munity, it’s my responsibility to help 

create that community,” Reichwald 

said. “You find time for what’s im-

portant to you.”

She received the Making Democ-

racy Work Award from the League of 

Women Voters in Whitewater for her 

work with the grocery project and 

community engagement.

In addition, she has been a 

Woman embraces leadership role on Whitewater grocery store
MORE INFORMATION

For more information about the 
Whitewater Grocery Co., visit  
whitewatergrocery.co.

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 Æ She spearheads effort to bring 
cooperative, full-serve grocery 
store to the city of Whitewater
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