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Jobs report surprises
Robust growth in the December 

jobs report helped the financial 

markets regain some of their 

recent losses on Friday. Page 6B

Two men accused 

in burglaries
Authorities believe  

two Beloit men who have 

been arrested could have 

been involved in as many 

as six burglaries. Page 3A

Evansville girls win
Evansville scored 31 of the last 32 

points in the first half of a Rock Valley 

Conference game against Big Foot on 

Friday and went on to secure a 67-35 

victory. Both teams now have 6-3 

records in league play. Page 1B

By Bill Glauber  

and Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Eight years ago, Scott 
Walker was sworn in as 
Wisconsin’s 45th governor 
and declared: “Under our 
administration, state gov-
ernment will do only what 
is necessary—no more, no 
less.”

It turned out, he was un-
derselling the conservative 
revolution that was about 
to begin.

Walker’s tenure was con-
troversial and consequen-
tial, a dramatic break from 
Wisconsin’s traditions.

His years in office will 
echo across decades.

“Scott Walker did not 
sit back and let the world 
pass by him and watch the 
parade pass by,” said As-
sembly Speaker Robin Vos, 
a Rochester Republican. 
“He was the leader of the 
parade.”

But not everyone was 
cheering.

“Unfortunately, I truly 
feel like he decided to be a 
cookie-cutter Republican,” 
said U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, a 
Democrat from rural Dane 
County who served with 
Walker in the Legislature 
in the 1990s. “Everything 
he did was to position 
himself for president, and 
we all had to, unfortunately, 
endure that.”

Walker, 51, leaves office 
Monday and will be moving 
out of the governor’s man-
sion and to the Milwaukee 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A group of YMCA members is threatening 

legal action if the Y does not release financial 

documents and other records the group re-

quested in December.

In a letter sent Friday to the YMCA of North 

Rock County Board of Directors and CEO Tom 

Den Boer, five YMCA members warn that state 

statutes require the Y to respond to a request 

the group made Dec. 20 for a slew of documents.

The group sent a Dec. 20 letter seeking the 

Y’s financial and tax records, board meeting 

minutes and other documents.

The group is led by Paul Murphy, a YMCA 

member whose membership was suspended 

last month after he repeatedly asked the Y’s 

board for access to its bylaws.

Murphy on Friday told The Gazette none of 

the members have received any of the materi-

als they asked for—including nonprofit IRS tax 

filings that the YMCA is bound by state law to 

release to any of its members.

He said no board member has directly 

reached out to anyone from his group since 

its first letter last month.

The group’s first request was undersigned 

by 52 current and former YMCA members and 

board members, according to a copy obtained 

by The Gazette.

The members said in their Friday letter they 

are giving the Y’s board and its executive lead-

ership until  Jan. 15, to supply the documents. 

If the Y doesn’t, the group said it’s prepared to 

sue the YMCA and pursue the records through 

a court order, according to the latest letter.

The letter characterizes itself as a “demand” 

for information.

“This letter is a more thorough explana-

tion of the action that we as a group can take,” 

Murphy said. “It clarifies to the board what 

the Wisconsin state statute says and how we 

can proceed through a court order to get those 

items if they don’t meet the request.”

Murphy’s group has said it is concerned 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Police are investigating what appears to be an 

attempted robbery of the Wisconsin River Bank, 

1101 N. Parker Drive, shortly after 11 a.m. Friday.

A man who might have been 

wearing a mask did not display a 

weapon or threaten anyone and 

did not get any money before 

fleeing the bank on a motorcy-

cle, said police Sgt. Dean Sukus.

Bank employees told police 

a man entered the bank, went 

behind the counter and tried to 

to open drawers to steal money, 

according to a police news release.

Employees confronted the man, who fled on 

foot, according to the release.

No money was taken, and no one was injured.
Officer Robert Gruenwald happened to be 

parked in a lot at Hyatt Street and Parker Drive 
when he saw a dirt bike-type motorcycle jump a 
curb and speed from the area south of the bank, 
according to the release.

Gruenwald was following the motorcycle 
when he heard the call about the robbery and fol-
lowed the bike through Traxler Park, tried to stop 
it, and the driver fled, according to the release.

Several Janesville officers pursued the motor-
cycle on South Main Street and across the Racine 
Street bridge into the Fourth Ward neighbor-
hood, Sukus said.

The motorcycle went into backyards in the 
300 block of South Jackson Street, where the 
driver was stopped by a fence, and police arrest-
ed him, according to the release.

The man, identified as Daniel L. Landis, 38, of 
Brandon in central Wisconsin, had a “facsimile 
firearm” in a bag, according to the release.

Landis was arrested on charges of attempted 
armed robbery, possession of a facsimile fire-
arm, fleeing and a parole violation.

He was held at the Rock County Jail.

Janesville police investigate  
attempted bank robbery

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Police investigate an attempted robbery of the Wisconsin River Bank, 1101 N. Parker Drive, at about 
11:10 a.m. Friday. They said a man, identified as Daniel L. Landis of Brandon, did not display a weapon or 
threaten anyone and did not get any money before fleeing the bank on a motorcycle. Police chased him 
south through downtown into the Fourth Ward neighborhood, where he drove through backyards until 
a fence boxed him in and he was arrested, Sgt. Dean Sukus said.

Y members threaten lawsuit

Allies, opponents 
reflect on his eight 

years in office

They seek access to YMCA 
financial documents

Walker’s  
turbulent 

times

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Gov. Scott Walker address-
es supporters in November 
2017, at Mid-State Equip-
ment in Janesville.

Landis

Vehicle pursuit into Fourth Ward 
results in arrest of Brandon man 

By Eli Stokols Jennifer Haberkorn

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump and congres-

sional leaders remained far from agree-
ment over his demand for money for a 
border wall after another White House 
meeting, an impasse that has blocked 
funding for many government opera-
tions and forced a partial shutdown now 
2 weeks old.

Sen. Chuck Schumer of New York, the 
Senate Democratic minority leader, said 
after the talks in the privacy of the White 
House Situation Room that Trump told 
the group he would be willing to keep the 
affected government agencies closed for 
“months or even years.”

“I did say that, absolutely I said that,” 
Trump told reporters later. “I don’t think 
it will, but I am prepared.” He added, “I 
hope it doesn’t go on even beyond a few 
more days.”

The Democrats insisted that nego-
tiating over border security could only 
follow after funding and opening the 
quarter of the government that is now 
shuttered. “We really cannot resolve this 
until we open up government,” said the 
new House Speaker, Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
of California. “We made that clear to the 
president.”

The president and top Democrats 
each put the burden on the other to end 
the stalemate. Neither appeared to feel 
much pressure from their respective sup-
porters to give ground even as roughly 
450,000 federal employees had to work 
without pay and another 380,000 are un-
paid on furlough. But cracks have opened 
in support among Republicans in Con-
gress for the president’s hard line.

Trump, speaking to reporters in the 
Rose Garden following the meeting, ex-
pressed more optimism than Pelosi and 
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