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TOWN OF BELOIT
The Beloit Turner School 

District will be delivering 
mostly face-to-face instruc-
tion in the fall with some 
COVID-19-related health 
guidelines remaining in 

place.

A significant change 

from the prior aca-

demic year is that 

simulcast virtual 

instruction will 

be discontinued 

during the 2021-22 

school year, Super-

intendent Dennis 

McCarthy said in 

a letter to district 

families.

Students with docu-

mented medical needs 

will be eligible to continue 

with virtual learning. All 

other students will return 

to classrooms.

“We will always 

keep student safety 

as a major prior-

ity. We also have 

concerns about the 

social and emo-

tional wellness of 

our students, espe-

cially with the dif-

ficult circumstances for 

many throughout the 

course of this pandemic,” 

McCarthy wrote in a letter 

to families. “The bottom 

line is we need students at 

school in an environment 

where they can learn, inter-

act, and be supported with 

the type of instruction that 

is meant to meet every stu-

dent’s needs.”

One major reason 

behind this change is 

related to academic perfor-

mance data not meeting 

district standards, McCar-

thy said.

“This was a hard deci-

sion for us to make, but 

we assure you it is neces-

sary. Our academic perfor-

mance in the virtual model 

is simply not good enough 

as too many students are 

not engaged at the level 

they need to be at in order 

to maximize learning,” 

McCarthy stated.

Masks will be optional 

for students and staff 

inside school buildings. 

This guidance applies to 

all four of the district’s 

schools. Masks are strongly 

encouraged for those who 

have not yet been vacci-
nated.

Social distancing will 
still take place along 
with pandemic-related 
cleaning protocols and 
increased use of sanitizer 
and hand-washing. Bottles 
of sanitizer will be avail-
able at numerous locations 
throughout each school 
building.

Masks will be required 
on buses, in line with fed-
eral mandates. Assigned 

Turner schools to hold classes mostly in person for 2021-22

McCarthy

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE

A
irman 2nd Class Edward J. Miller 
was finally laid to rest Saturday at 
Maple Hill Cemetery in his home-
town.

Miller’s sisters Dorothy Wheaton and 

Nancy Cox were in attendance as were other 

family members and hundreds of Evansville 

residents.

Miller died in 1952 after the plane he was 

in crashed into a glacier in an Alaskan bliz-

zard, killing Miller and the other airmen 

aboard the craft.

Numerous military service members and 

Evansville police saluted as Miller’s casket 

was placed in front of his family during the 

burial.

The service was supposed to occur in 

2020 but was rescheduled because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Last year, Miller’s sis-

ter Doloris McCutcheon died.

Capt. Christopher Schilling, a chaplain in 

the Air Force, spoke at the service.

“Today is a day that Dorothy and Nancy 

and all of you in their family have been 

waiting for for a long time,” Schilling said. 

“The loss of their brother almost 70 years 

ago and the grief that the Miller family has 

carried in their hearts for all of these years. 

Today’s service will not release that grief 

that they carry. As we all know, when we 

Laid 

to rest
Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Top: Members of the United States Air Force Honor Guard remove the casket of U.S. Air Force Air-
man 2nd Class Edward J. Miller, who died in a plane crash in 1952 in Alaska, during a public grave-
side service with full military honors at Maple Hill Cemetery in Evansville on Saturday. 
Above: Scores of people attended the burial ceremony Saturday afternoon.
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JANESVILLE

A Rock County judge Fri-

day denied a motion to dis-

miss a defamation lawsuit 

filed against former Milton 

School Board member Brian 

Kvapil by for-

mer district 

administrator 

Jerry Schuetz.

K v a p i l ’ s 

l a w y e r , 

Thomas Cab-

ush, argued 

in court doc-

uments that 

the lawsuit 

should be 

d i s m i s s e d 

b e c a u s e 

Schuetz’s alle-

gations in 

the lawsuit 

don’t meet 

the standards 

for defama-

tion. Cabush argued that is 

because Kvapil’s statements 

were substantially true, were 

opinions on matters of public 

concern and were protected 

by a privilege.

Judge Derrick Grubb said 

the purpose of the dismissal 

hearing was not to determine 

whether the statements in 

question were true or false. 

Judge 
keeps  

lawsuit 
going
Former Milton 
school officials 

facing off in court

Decades after he died,  
Miller interred in Evansville

Virtual learning 
for most students 
being phased out
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Kvapil

Schuetz

State approval
Wisconsin’s Public Services 

Commission gave approval 

to a proposed solar farm that 

will cover more than 2,000 

acres in Rock, Walworth 

counties. Page 3A

Cincinnati sweep
Corbin Burnes piled up 12 

strikeouts and Christian 

Yelich homered as the 

Brewers beat the Reds 

8-0 on Sunday afternoon. 

Page 1B

Ready for reentry
Some people in Wisconsin 

who lost their jobs during 

the pandemic are having 

trouble finding the right 

opportunity to rejoin the 

workforce. Page 5A
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