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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A

•Ronald “Ron” Cantwell
•Germaine Lois Clifford
•Richard “Dick” Johnson Sr.
•Michael Francis McDonald

•Scott K. Ringhand
•Geraldine H. Schuster
•James S. Strawn III
•Mark W. Trewyn

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 51 | Low 45  

Cloudy with  
showers likely
More on 10A

A pig’s tale
A cast with an average age of 

about 12 years old will perform 

four showings of the classic 

children’s story ‘Charlotte’s Web’ 

at JPAC this weekend. Page 8B

Bye-bye, Bulls
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 

33 points and snared nine 

rebounds as Milwaukee put the 

finishing touch on a 4-1 playoff 

series win over Chicago. Page 1B

Craig adding  

to Honor Wall
Three alumni will be honored by 

Craig High School on Friday for 

their personal and professional 

achievements. Page 4A
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By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

On Wednesday afternoon, 
members of the Janesville Fire 
Department’s tech rescue team 
had a mission: They were at spe-
cialty chemical manufacturer 
Evonik to rescue Randy.

Randy, a mannequin with 

purple eyebrows and facial hair 
crafted from permanent marker, 
had fictitiously slipped while 
fixing the heating coil when he 
slipped and hurt his ankles.

The rescue team set up an 
industrial tripod, fed blue and 
yellow rope lines up the side 
of the three-story-tall tank 
Randy was in, and set up staff 
with air-purifying respirators 
before sending them through 
an 18-inch wide hole to rappel 
down.

SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Evonik ‘training tank’ 
helps fire department 

conduct drills

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Richard Lohmar, a member of the Janesville Fire Department’s tech rescue team, is lowered down into an empty three-story-tall tank during a verti-
cal confined space rescue training at Evonik on Wednesday. Evonik debuted the confined-space training tank earlier this month and has hosted the 
Janesville Fire Department and other area agencies for training.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The man arrested in the 

fatal shooting of a co-worker 
at a metal fabrication shop 
Tuesday had several guns in 
his vehicle and was traveling 
with a few thousand dollars 
in cash, police said Wednes-
day.

Janesville Police Chief 
Dave Moore said during a 
news conference Wednesday 

that Kevin L. 
Todd, 23, of 
Evansville, 
was arrested 
and charged 
with a count 
of first-de-
gree homi-
cide and 
three counts 
of first-degree endangering 
safety while armed.

Todd is accused of the 
fatal shooting of a 30-year-
old Janesville man Tuesday 
at Precision Drawn Metals, 
a specialty metal fabrication 
shop at 1345 Plainfield Ave.

Janesville police detective 
Lt. Mark Ratzlaff said when 
police arrived at the shop 

Tuesday afternoon, employ-
ees told officers Todd fled, 
first on foot and then in a 
vehicle.

Rock County sheriff ’s 
deputies arrested Todd on 
the outskirts of Orfordville 
about 45 minutes after the 
shooting is believed to have 
occurred.

After fleeing the scene, 
Todd went to his Evans-
ville residence, stopped for 
a short time and picked up 
another gun, Ratzlaff later 
told The Gazette.

Ratzlaff said a search 
of Todd’s vehicle Wednes-
day morning uncovered the 
gun police think was used in 
the shooting plus five other 

firearms and $2,000 in cash.
Police said Todd told 

them he had worked at the 
metal shop for about a week 
and that he had been bullied 
at work, though Moore said 
that so far, none of Todd’s 
co-workers corroborated 
that Todd had been bullied.

A Gazette reporter 
attempted to call Precision 
Drawn Materials for com-
ment, but a representative 
declined to comment and 
hung up on the reporter.

Todd is being held at the 
Rock County Jail, where he 
is awaiting his initial court 
appearance. Ratzlaff said 
he expects him to appear in 
court Thursday.

Evansville man charged in killing
Suspect had worked 
at company where 

man was shot

Scott Froehlich/sfroehlich@gazettextra.com
Janesville Police Department Lt. Mark Ratzlaff speaks 
during a news conference Wednesday to announce the 
arrest of an Evansville man accused of shooting and kill-
ing a co-worker at a Janesville metal fabrication plant 
Tuesday. Rock County Sheriff Troy Knudson looks on.

Todd

Turn to TRAINING on Page 10A

Joe Sarow, a 
member of the 
Janesville Fire 
Department’s 
tech rescue 
team, is lowered 
into an empty 
three-story-
tall tank during 
a vertical 
confined-space 
rescue training 
at Evonik on 
Wednesday.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
At a political talk aimed 

at campus Republicans at 
UW-Whitewater on Wednes-
day, former campaign manager 
and senior consultant to for-
mer President Donald Trump 
stopped short of telling stu-
dents they should rally around 
Trump in the 2024 election.

After all, as of April 2022, 
more than two years ahead of 
the election, Trump has not 
officially committed to run-
ning again.

But Conway spent equal 
time Wednesday talking up 
Trump’s four-year track record 
during a bifurcated talk on the 
“peaceful” presidency of Trump 
compared to what Conway told 
students and other audience 
members on Wednesday is a 
“divisive” and “chaotic” period 
under President Joe Biden.

Conway, 55, a professional 
pollster who in 2016 was the 
first woman in history to lead 
a presidential campaign to vic-
tory, was among the closest 
personal advisers to Trump’s 
candidacy and presidency 
between 2016 and 2020, when 
Conway opted to leave the 
White House to spend more 
time with her family.

Conway  
touts 

Trump’s  
record

Ex-Trump aide spoke 
Wednesday night

Turn to CONWAY on Page 9A
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