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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Cheryl (Walser) Bradley
•Allen Edwin Fischer Jr.
•Joyce Marie Haan
•Tyler “Ty” Harrington
•Robert James “Bob” Heisz
•Brittany Michele Jacobson

•Christopher J. “Chris” Laube
•Mildred Lucille Reitz
•Myra Maxine Rude
•Brian Lee “Briggs” Sowle
•Philip L. “Phil” Symons
•Ray Vierck

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 34  

Periods of sun, 
breezy and mild

More on 10A

Omicron in US
A confirmed case  

of the new, mutant 

version of COVID-19 

was detected in a 

traveler in California. 

Page 3A

Eight in a row
Giannis Antetokounmpo  

scored with 2 seconds 

left to lift the streaking 

Bucks over the Hornets 

127-125 Wednesday. 
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quick kicks
HOLIDAY

Jingle all the way

Featuring more than 20 fun 

family activities to lift the holiday 

spirits, Janesville’s Jolly Jin-

gle will take over the city’s down-

town Friday-Sunday, Dec. 3-5.

Offering several free and low-

cost programs, the annual event 

includes opportunities to meet 

Santa, attend a lighted parade, 

take a trolley ride, visit a walk-

through light show, build your 

own winter wonderland and view 

a dazzling fireworks dispaly.

For more information and 

a complete list of events, visit 

janesvillejollyjingle.com. 

Power parade

The holiday of lights takes on 

a whole new meaning when Lake 

Geneva brings back its Electric 

Christmas Parade at 5 p.m. Sat-

urday, Dec. 4.
A 46-year tradition that 

went on hiatus last year, the 

parade will feature floats wind-

ing through downtown, starting 

at the intersection of William and 

Marshall streets before heading 

down Broad and Main streets. 

The parade’s final entry will 

feature Santa and Mrs. Claus 

aboard a fire truck.

For more information, go to 

visitlakegeneva.com/events/

christmasparade.

Festive food

Sit down for a meal with Kris 
 Hos-
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Food & Drink

Tastes of Asia come to life as  

The Four Dishes visit Sabai Sabai 

in Lake Geneva. Page 4Ckicks

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Good things come to those who wait, 

and good things also come in small packages.

For members of Janesville Choral Union and its 

most ardent followers, that statement rings true this 

year more than most.

Having canceled three performances since spring 2020, 

the 110-year-old music collective plans to return for its 

annual fall performance 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 5, at Cargill 

United Methodist Church in Janesville.

At least, that’s the plan.

“I mean, if the (COVID-19) numbers continue to rise and 

the church says we are closing down ... oh dear, we are so 

crossing our fingers,” said Kristin Kresal, a 50-year Choral 

Union member who manages promotions for the group.

But when it does return, Choral Union will be about half 

its traditional size. Continued concerns about 

the pandemic have left many members 

willing to sit out shows until condi-

tions greatly improve.

“I would say we’re between 

35 and 40 singers right now, 

and normally it’s between 70 

and 80,” Kresal said. “But it 

gives us the opportunity 

to space out our chairs a 

little further, and we’re 

able to hear ourselves 

a little better.”

“There are also 

worries because 

our membership 

is older, and 

Mostly 

Mozart
Janesville Choral Union plans return 

with iconic composer’s masterworks

Noted return
After canceling three  

events since spring 2020, 

the Janesville Choral 

Union has a performance 

scheduled for Sunday. 
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If Hy-Vee locates a new super-

market and restaurant in the former 

Shopko, it would bring the total num-

ber of large-format grocery chains 

in the heart of Janesville’s crowded, 

northside retail spur to four.

The new Hy-Vee would compete 

directly with Woodman’s corporate 

flagship store just across the street, 

and it would be just a few hundred 

yards south across Humes Road 

from a Festival Foods supermarket 

and about a half a mile from an Aldi 

supermarket on Deerfield Drive.

That’s on top of existing local gro-

cery-selling chains such as Walmart, 

Target and Sam’s Club, as well as mul-

tiple gas station/convenience stores, 

including a new, large-format Kwik 

Trip, all located within a mile or less 

of the former Shopko.

At the same time that Hy-Vee 

aims to pile onto the growing clus-

ter of supermarkets and convenience 

marts on the city’s northeast side, 

full-service supermarkets remain 

conspicuously absent on both the 

city’s south side and near downtown.

Janesville’s city council could 

decide as early as mid-Decem-

ber whether to give a green light to 

Hy-Vee’s plan for a hybrid grocery 

store/bar and grill inside the 100,000 

square-foot, former Shopko at 2500 

Humes Road.

Right now, Hy-Vee is considering 

bringing a full-service grocery and 

liquor store along with a Wahlburg-

er’s bar and grill restaurant and a cof-

fee shop.

That plan would hinge in part 

on the city changing rules that now 

don’t specifically allow grocery stores 

to sell alcohol through an onsite tav-

ern.

Sense seen in grouped grocers
Russ Kashian, a UW-Whitewater 

economist, said it doesn’t surprise 

him that a new grocery chain would 

want to locate right among the clus-

ter of existing supermarkets in the 

heart of Janesville’s main retail cor-

ridor.

The location, he said, leverages 

both the nearby Interstate 90/39 

corridor, which he said gives easy 

access to another local supermar-

ket. That could make Hy-Vee, and 

Janesville’s northeast end, more of a 

A customer enters the Lions Quick Mart at the intersection of Main and Racine 
streets. The gas station has removed gas pumps, replaced concrete and plans to 
add on and become a small grocery store.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A proposed Hy-Vee at the site of the former Shopko would add to the number of full-service grocery stores that are clustered 
on Janesville’s north side. Woodman’s can be seen in the background.

Janesville’s crowded

grocery aisle

North side teeming with grocery-buying opportunities  
while south side, downtown have few full-service markets

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

You better watch out, 
you better not cry, you 
better not pout, we’re tell-
ing you why: Janesville’s 
annual Jolly Jingle is 
comin’ to town this week-
end.

Beginning Friday and 
running through Sun-
day, the Janesville Recre-
ation Division has stuffed 
roughly 40 mostly cost-
free activities into a jam-
packed weekend of family 
fun for all ages.

The event kicks off 

Friday at the ARISE Town 
Square, where attendees 
can traverse a Jingle Bell 
Trail throughout down-
town Janesville.

Later in the evening, 
children age 12 and 
younger can hunt for jin-
gle-bell-decorated eggs at 
Lower Courthouse Park. 
This will lead in to per-
haps the biggest draw of 
the evening: The city’s 
tree-lighting ceremony, 
beginning at 6 p.m. in 
the park, followed by fire-
works.

After the ceremony and 
before the fireworks, the 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Choir will be caroling at 
the Janesville Performing 

Jam-packed  
Jolly Jingle set 

for this weekend
 Æ Lighted parade,  

one of about 40 events, 
is Saturday evening

Gazette file photo by Angela Major
Naveah Pretty, right, and Ayden Henke drive in a lit-up car 
in the Jolly Jingle Holiday Light Parade on Dec. 7, 2019, in 
downtown Janesville.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE
After serving in the 

Wisconsin Assembly for 

more than a decade, Rep. 

Amy Loudenbeck, R-Clin-

ton, has announced she 

will run for Wisconsin 

Secretary of State next 

year.

Loudenbeck, 52, was 

first elected to the Wiscon-

sin State Assembly in 2010, 

first serving in the 45th 

District before legislative 

maps were redrawn and 

she started represent-

ing the 31st Assembly  

District in 2012. The 31st 

D i s t r i c t 

c o v e r s 

parts of 

Rock and 

Walworth 

count i e s 

and parts 

of Janes-

ville and 

B e l o i t .  

In  her 

time in Madison, Louden-

beck has served on various 

committees, most notably 

as the vice co-chairperson 

of the Joint Committee on 

Finance. Loudenbeck told 

Rep. Loudenbeck 
announces bid for 
secretary of state

Loudenbeck

Clinton Republican: 
Time right to seek 

statewide office
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