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Gazette staff

Jim Ferolie has been named 

regional executive editor of APG 

Media of Southern Wisconsin, 

effective Monday. The position 

was most recently staffed by Sid 

Schwartz, who retired in April.

A native of Rockford, Illi-

nois, Ferolie comes to APG after 

spending more than half his 
career leading news teams in 
small commu-
nity papers in 
the Madison sub-
urbs under both 
Woodward Com-
munications Inc. 
and O’Rourke 
Media Group. A 
self-proclaimed 
word-efficiency 
expert and lead-
ership nerd, Ferolie is at heart a 
teacher, a skill garnered from his 

father, who was an elementary 
school teacher.

In his new role at Adams, 
Ferolie will oversee a collec-
tion of products that includes 
four five-day-a-week papers, two 
three-day papers, nine week-
lies, 20-plus websites, 38 news-
letters and 200-plus special sec-
tions. This role will be instru-
mental in determining the next 
iteration of content creation and 
subscriber engagement for both 
the printed and digital products 
across southcentral Wisconsin.

Ferolie plans to work with 
reporters and editors on multi-
ple levels, enhancing their skills 
in writing, editing, and digi-
tal and social media awareness 
while creating a culture of col-
laboration and teamwork.

“It’s a big job, and I can’t wait 
to dig in,” Ferolie said. “The jour-
nalism industry is under a tre-
mendous amount of pressure 
to continue to enhance how we 
connect with readers in print 
and online. My goal is to make 
this evolution as seamless and 

painless as possible for our news 

teams and readers.”

The 1994 University of Ari-

zona graduate spent 13 years in 

Tucson, Arizona, before getting 

his first full-time job in the jour-

nalism industry, in Oregon. After 

two years as a sports reporter 

there and five years as a sports 

copy editor for the Quad-City 

Times in Davenport, Iowa, Fer-

olie moved to the news side in 

2005 as editor of the Macomb 

Adams Publishing Group names new regional executive editor

Ferolie

Ferolie will oversee 
Gazette, other papers

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

This Thanksgiving, Rock County 

residents might find it harder and 

more expensive to get ingredients 

for side dishes and desserts.

But a feared turkey shortage 

that has made headlines across the 

U.S. has not seemed to manifest 

itself here.

National news reports and fed-

eral agricultural authorities for 

weeks have sounded the alarm 

over fears that supply chain break-

downs continue to leave some 

regions of the U.S. short on poultry 

and other meats.

Analysts have been warning 

since this summer that supply 

chain bottlenecks, driven in large 

part by the pandemic’s effect on 

production and shipping, could 

lead to shortages and price hikes 

for frozen turkeys this holiday.

The crisis is real, and while 

national analysts say it has led to 

recent jumps in prices on certain 

items, the exact effects vary from 
one local market to the next.

Bob Kellner, store manager at 
Daniel’s Sentry on Janesville’s west 
side, said he hasn’t seen any short-
falls recently in the amount of fro-
zen turkeys shipped to his store.

But he said shoppers were more 
aggressive earlier in the fall in 

Eye on the bird supply

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
A worker stocks frozen turkeys at Daniel’s Sentry in Janesville. National analysts have feared shortages and price hikes 
for frozen turkeys as a national supply chain crisis continues into Thanksgiving. Local grocers, farmers and food pan-
tries say they’re seeing other shortages but that the supply of turkeys has been adequate.
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Retirement
Ron Northrop, the chief  

of the Town of Beloit Police 

Department, is retiring at 

the end of the year, ending 

a long career in law  

enforcement. Page 3A

Scoreless for Seattle
The Packers defense  

flustered Russell Wilson and 

Seattle throughout a 17-0 

win Sunday at Lambeau 

Field. Page 1B

By Sara Burnett

Associated Press

Kyle Rittenhouse walked 
the streets of Kenosha, a 
rifle slung around his chest 
and shoulder.

The weapon was sup-
posed to be for hunting on 
a friend’s property up north, 
the friend says. But on that 
night in August 2020, Rit-
tenhouse says he took the 
Smith & Wesson AR-style 
semi-automatic with him 
as he volunteered to protect 
property damaged during 
protests the previous eve-
ning. Before midnight, he 
used it to shoot three peo-
ple, killing two.

After a roughly two-week 
trial, a jury will soon delib-
erate whether Rittenhouse 
is guilty of charges, includ-
ing murder, that could send 
him to prison for life. Was 
the then-17-year-old forced 
to act in self-defense while 
trying to deter crime, as he 

and his defense attorneys 

say? Or did Rittenhouse—

the only person in a well-

armed crowd to shoot any-

one—provoke people with 

his weapon, instigating the 

bloodshed, as prosecutors 

argue?

It’s a similar debate to 

what has played out across 

the country around the use 

of guns, particularly at pro-

tests like the one in Keno-

sha over the shooting of 

Jacob Blake, a Black man, 

by a white police officer 

or in other cities over pan-

demic-related restrictions. 

In Rittenhouse, some see a 

patriot defending an Amer-

ican city from destruction 

when police were unwilling 

or too overwhelmed to do 

so. Others see an irrespon-

sible kid in over his head, 

enamored with brandishing 

a firearm, or someone look-

ing for trouble or people to 

shoot.

On the streets of Keno-

sha that night, Rittenhouse 

was notable to some for his 

apparent youthfulness. But, 

for a while anyway, he was 

Grocer, farmer say plenty of turkeys available ahead of Thanksgiving
Bob Kellner, store manager at Daniel’s Sentry on Janesville’s west side, said 

he hasn’t seen any shortfalls recently in the amount of frozen turkeys shipped 

to his store. But he said shoppers were more aggressive earlier in the fall in 

buying up the broad-chested birds. Normally, the Thanksgiving Day buying 

frenzy doesn’t heat up until mid-November, Kellner said.
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Verdict unlikely  
to change debate 

on guns in US
Many were carrying 

firearms on night  
of fatal shootings

Mark Hoffman/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via AP
Men carry assault-style rifles Aug. 25, 2020, in Kenosha. Later 
that evening, Kyle Rittenhouse used his AR-style semiauto-
matic rifle to shoot three people, killing two.

TRIAL OF KYLE RITTENHOUSE
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