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Our 174th year •$4

This title appeared on the front page of the first Sunday edition of The Gazette on Jan. 3, 1988, and has been revived for this, the final Sunday edition

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Gazette’s Sunday edition was 

printed for the last time today, ending a 

32-year run during a time when Janes-

ville itself was booming with money and 

promise.

The first Sunday Gazette was published 

Jan. 3, 1988, the 143rd year of the paper’s 

existence. It ends in The Gazette’s 174th 

year.

The Sunday edition ends on a sad note, 

but it was a happy story for readers in 

Janesville and environs for years.

Back in 1988, the newspaper promoted 

its new product as “a bright beginning,” 

and it was. Champagne corks popped as 

the presses rolled in the wee hours that 

Jan. 3.

Readers were welcomed by a colorful 

Sunday Gazette sun nameplate at the top 

of the front page, as seen resurrected on 

the front page today.

“It made us as a news-

paper and as a commu-

nity, I think, more com-

plete, and it had more of a 

big-city feel to it all the way 

around,” said Scott Angus, 

who was news editor at the 

time and went on to lead 

the newsroom until retire-

ment in 2015.

“We added staff and firepower, and 

I think that allowed us to get into some 

things that we wouldn’t have otherwise 

and do more in-depth stories,” Angus 

recalled. “People had more time on Sun-

day, and we wanted to make sure the paper 

gave them something to fill up their day. 

We went after longer, different types of sto-

ries. I think that was great for the com-

munity.”

One of the new positions was a Sun-

day sports editor, a position the late John 

McPoland took over years later.

Often scrappy and irascible, he once 

boasted in print that if the Wisconsin Bad-

gers beat his alma mater Iowa State, he 

would sing the Badger fight song in Lower 

Courthouse Park. The Badgers won, and 

McPoland sang.

The longtime decline in advertis-

ing—once the major source of newspa-

per revenue—is the immediate reason for 

eliminating the print publication of the 

Saturday and Sunday editions. (Saturday 

papers, by the way, were being printed by 

the Janesville Daily Gazette at least as far 

back as 1854).

As reported May 6, The 

Gazette’s owners decided 

the reduction was neces-

sary to keep the paper via-

ble. It was something that 

had been considered for 

some time.

Gazette Publisher Mary 

Jo Villa pledged that most 

weekend content will not 

go away. It will be wrapped into a week-

end edition, published on Fridays.

Sunday paper’s end: Little paper that could can’t do it that way anymore

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When head bartender Billy Burg 

showed up to Lark for his first work 

shift in weeks, he was dressed as 

usual: a white shirt, a black vest 

and slacks, a black bow tie, and spit-

shined leather Oxford shoes.

Burg doesn’t know how to tap 

dance, but he pirouetted behind the 

bar nonetheless, rattling cocktail 

shakers like maracas, his arms swoop-

ing in arcs as he splashed whiskey, 

grenadine and bitters into glasses.

It was a cocktail-maker’s mambo 

for no audience. The bar Burg stands 

behind remains closed to customers, 

cleared of chairs.

That’s part of a reopening plan by 

Lark’s management aimed at keep-

ing patrons and staff at the down-

town Janesville cocktail and small-

plate restaurant safely separated 

during the ongoing COVID-19 pan-

demic.

Like many in the local restau-

rant industry, Burg is navigating 

dramatic changes in how customers 

and bar and restaurant workers can 

interact.

Burg has been back bustling at his 

job since late last week, but he was 

the lone employee at work at Lark on 

a recent day. The restaurant’s kitchen 

likely won’t re-open until sometime 

in June as the restaurant overhauls 

how it will serves customers during 

the pandemic.

For now, Burg is maestro and 

server of fashionable drinks and, at 

times, enforcer of new, COVID-era 

rules Lark has put into place to try 

to keep its staff and patrons safe.

As Burg mixed a bourbon whiskey 

Vieux Carré for a woman in a floral 

sundress seated with two friends at 
a table halfway across Lark’s dining 
room, another woman walked in, 
moved to the bar and casually put 
an elbow down to beckon Burg for a 
cocktail order.

The woman didn’t know the bar 
still is technically closed to the pub-
lic. Burg had to tell her to find a seat 
in the dining area.

Above his cloth mask, Burg’s eyes 
and creased forehead told the tale. 

Bars, restaurants adapting to change amid ongoing pandemic

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Billy Burg, head bartender at Lark, a downtown Janesville restaurant and cocktail bar, mixes a drink. The specialty restau-
rant opened its dining area for cocktails last week. For now, it’s table service only, no seats at the bar and no food options 
as the restaurant works through changes in the face of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

Angus

Villa

Rolling with it

Bartender Billy Burg serves a table at Lark on Thursday evening.

By Tim Sullivan  

and Aaron Morrison

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

Tense protests over the 

death of George Floyd and 

other police killings of black 

men grew Saturday from 

New York to Tulsa, Okla-

homa, to Los Angeles, with 

police cars set ablaze and 

reports of injuries mount-

ing on all sides as the coun-

try lurched toward another 

night of unrest after months 

of coronavirus lockdowns.

The protests, which 

began in Minneapolis  after 

Floyd’s death Monday after 

a police officer pressed a 

knee on his neck for more 

than eight minutes, have 

left parts of the city a grid of 

broken windows, burned-

out buildings and ran-

sacked stores. The unrest 

has since become a national 

phenomenon as protesters 

decry years of deaths at 

police hands.

The large crowds 

involved, with many peo-

ple not wearing masks or 

social distancing, raised 

concerns among health 

experts about the potential 

for helping spread the coro-

navirus pandemic at a time 

when overall deaths are on 

the decline nationwide and 

much of the country is in 

the process of reopening 

society and the economy.

After a tumultuous Fri-

day night, racially diverse 

crowds took to the streets 

again for mostly peaceful 

demonstrations in dozens 

of cities from coast to coast. 

The previous day’s protests 

also started calmly, but 

many descended into vio-

lence later in the day.

 � In Philadelphia, 

at least 13 officers were 

injured when peaceful pro-

tests turned violent and at 

least four police vehicles 

were set on fire. Other fires 

were set throughout down-

town.

 � In the Greenwood Dis-

trict of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

the site of a 1921 massacre 

of black people that left as 

many as 300 dead and the 

city’s thriving black dis-

trict in ruins, protesters 

blocked intersections and 

chanted the name of Ter-

ence Crutcher, a black man 

killed by a police officer in 

2016.

 � In Tallahassee, Flor-

ida, a pickup truck drove 

through a crowd of 
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Protests slide 
into violence 
once again

Josh Galemore/Arizona Daily Star via AP
A protester vents at a line of Tucson police officers in riot gear 
early Saturday in Tucson. The protest in Tucson was similar 
to those in numerous cities across the United States after 
George Floyd’s death while in custody of the Minneapolis 
police on Memorial Day in Minnesota.

Crowds also raise health concerns
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