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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A-7A
•Mary Josephine Canik
•Vera M. Gillett
•Munir W. Hanna
•Edwin C. Hayden
•James S. Hergert
•Gladys Johnson

•Linda Meyers-Kelm
•Helen J. Larson
•Susan “Kathy” Magee
•Norma Jean North
•Alyce O. Olsen
•Marie Irene Roe

•Josephine Shafer
•Jean B. Shuler
•Larry A. Ulrich Sr.
•Betty L. Updike
•Melvin Emil Zeller

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 30 | Low 17  

Partly sunny 
and very cold
More on 7A

Hoop it up
Get an advance look 

at what’s going on 

with girls basketball 

teams in the city, 

area. Page 1B

Power play
GOP lawmakers 

want to protect  

policies from  

Gov.-elect Evers. 

Page 2A

Deadly fires
Hundreds missing, 

42 dead in wildfire 

near Paradise,  

California. Page 

6B

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Democratic Gov.-elect 

Tony Evers has some big 
ideas about how to change 
Wisconsin’s overcrowded 
prison system. The ques-
tions now are: How will he 
do it and will Republican 
legislators let him?

Outgoing Gov. Scott 
Walker drew plenty of crit-
icism over how he handled 
the Department of Correc-
tions. He never visited a pris-
on during his eight years as 
governor and was slow to 
react to abuse allegations 
at the state’s youth prison 
outside Irma. Evers is try-
ing to draw a stark contrast 
with Walker, beginning with 
a pledge to visit the youth 
prison during his first week 
in office in January.

The rest of his objectives 
are ambitious. He wants to 
cut the state’s prison popula-
tion in half, end solitary con-
finement and give ex-con-
victs more help. He hasn’t 
said whether he’ll start is-
suing pardons again after 
Walker refused to consider 
any during his tenure. Evers’ 
spokesman Sam Lau didn’t 
return a message seeking 
comment Monday.

One thing is all but cer-
tain: It’s going to be an uphill 
fight as he struggles with a 
Republican-controlled Leg-
islature.

“We’re really hopeful,” 
said David Liners, execu-
tive director of WISDOM, 

Evers faces 
tough sell 
on prison 
changes
GOP lawmakers 

seek to curtail power

By Catherine W. Idzerda  

and Nate Jackson

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Two-thirds of Janesville 

schools saw their scores decline 

on this year’s school report cards, 

released today by the state De-

partment of Public Instruction.

“This gives us an opportunity 

to look at ways we could improve,” 

Janesville School District spokes-

man Patrick Gasper said.

But in Milton, Consolidated 

Elementary School was again the 

top school in the state with a score 

of 99, and Janesville’s Kennedy El-

ementary School was 10th-high-

est in the state with a score of 96.

Overall, more Wisconsin 

schools and districts are meeting 

or exceeding expectations than 

the past two years, but more also 

had their scores reduced for ab-

senteeism than in either of the 

previous report cards, based on 

the data.

The state report cards mea-

sure performance of 2,114 pub-

lic schools, 281 private choice 

schools and 422 school districts. 

The report cards, in their third 

year, are designed to be used 

by people living in the districts 

to hold schools accountable for 

their performance and growth, 

or reduction in scores, from year 

to year.

The report cards are based on 

a variety of data, including test 

scores, students being on track 

to graduate, the number of stu-

dents who come from low-income 

families or are English-language 

learners, efforts to close academ-

ic gaps between student groups, 

chronic absenteeism, and drop-

out rates.

The range of data can make it 

challenging to determine where 

improvements need to be made, 

Gasper said.

A school district gets an overall 

rating, but each school’s score is 

influenced by many factors, in-

cluding student demographics. 

For example, a school that is al-

ready doing well might not get as 

high of a score in the “progress” 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Public works employee Andy White dumps leaves into the back of a leaf collection truck Monday on Liberty Lane in Janesville. Loose leaf collection 
will run in Janesville until Friday. Residents whose leaves haven’t been picked up can find their pickup date on the city of Janesville’s website or 
by calling 608-755-3110. 

Crews continue leaf collection effort throughout city of Janesville

 Æ Retired UW-W professor 
to speak today at Hedberg 

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

In August 1942, Nazis or-
dered Ron Berger’s Jewish 
grandparents and family to 
gather in the marketplace of 
Krosno, Poland.

Trucks with the SS, Gestapo 
and German police surround-
ed the area so no one could 
escape.

A Gestapo officer with a 
baton ordered older and dis-

abled people to step to one 

side.

Berger’s grandfather, Ja-

c o b ,  w a s 

among those 

s e g r e g a t e d 

and forced 

onto the backs 

of trucks.

Jacob real-

ized he would 

not return.

A s  h e 

boarded the truck, he turned 

to his family and shouted: 

“Children, save yourselves!”

Berger’s father, Michael, 

and his uncle, Sol, never forgot 

their father’s parting words.

Today, Berger keeps the sto-

ry alive in a book published 

earlier this year, “Children, 

Save Yourselves! One Family’s 

Story of Holocaust Survival.”

Since his book came out, 

Berger has talked to audiences 

about how his father endured 

several concentration camps, 

including the notorious Aus-

chwitz, and how his uncle 

survived outside the camps by 

passing as a Catholic among 

anti-Semitic Poles.

Berger, who taught at 

Author shares family’s story of surviving Holocaust
Ron Berger, 
a UW-White-
water 
professor 
emeritus of 
sociology, 
wrote ‘Chil-
dren, Save 
Yourselves! 
One Family’s 
Story of 
Holocaust 
Survival.’

Submitted 

photo

Berger

Turn to HOLOCAUST on Page 5A Turn to EVERS on Page 7A

Local schools’ report cards split

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 5A

Milton Consolidated Elementary retains No. 1 state ranking, but most Janesville schools see overall scores decline

MORE ONLINE
For a list of accountability 

scores for area schools on state 
school report cards released by 
the state Department of Public 
Instruction, visit Gazettextra.
com/report_cards.
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