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JANESVILLE

Royce’s pupils narrowed 

to vertical slits.

It was like watching two 

glass doors close over the 

dome of a spaceship, rather 

than a creature adjusting to 

the light. In his clear bowl, 

his skin and feet looked 

tough and scaly, like a croc-

odile’s, but when Royce 

crawled across your hand, 

his feet were delicately thin, 

and his skin and body were 

smooth, soft and almost 

weightless.

Royce the gecko was one 

of thousands of animals on 

display at Sunday’s Show 

Me Reptile & Exotics Show 

at the Holiday Inn Express. 

And yes, “thousands” of ani-

mals is an accurate descrip-

tion, especially if you count 

the dubias.

But more about those 

later.

Blue-tongued skinks, 

Herman’s tortoises, chil-

dren’s pythons, bearded 

dragons, mata matas, tree 

frogs, spiny-tailed lizards, 

arboreal trap door taran-

tulas, sugar gliders and a 

lemur—just one—were gath-

ered in one large room. Most 

were displayed in clear Plex-

igas boxes or bowls with 

lids, but a few crawled or 

slithered across their own-

ers’ or visitors’ bodies.

Whenever you have the 

opportunity to allow a large 

charcoal-colored snake glide 

up your arm and encircle 

your ball cap you should 

Thousands of reptiles star in Sunday event

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
David Francisco, right, allows David Chambers, 7, to touch a centralian carpet python near to his display inside the Show Me Reptile 
& Exotics Show at the Holiday Inn Express in Janesville on Sunday.

IF YOU GO
What: Show Me Reptile & 

Exotics Shows
When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m, 

Sundays, May 3, July 26 and 
Nov. 1.

Where: Janesville Con-
vention Center, Holiday Inn 
Express, 3100 Wellington 
Place, Janesville.

Cost: $5, children 12 and 
younger are free.

For more information: 
Visit showmesnakes.com or  
facebook.com/showme 
reptileshow/
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JANESVILLE
If you already have a passport, you’re in 

luck.
If you don’t, prepare to start gathering doc-

uments.
On Oct. 1, anyone who wants to board an 

airline flight or enter a federal building or mil-
itary base will need a passport or a Real ID.

You shouldn’t wait until the last minute to 
get one. Why? Because everyone else will, and 
that means you’ll end up in the longest line 
ever at the state Division of Motor Vehicles 
office. That wait is in addition to the time it 
will take to find documents such as your Social 
Security card and a certified copy of your birth 
certificate.

What’s this about?
The Real ID Act was part of HR 1268, Emer-

gency Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror and Tsu-
nami Relief, 2005. The idea was to set mini-
mum standards for sources of identification 
such as driver’s licenses. When ID holders 
go through airport security, the guards know 
they’ve been vetted.

Why now?
Most states already have implemented the 

Real ID system, said Leslie Kopke, a travel 
agent at Travel Scope, 425 E. Milwaukee St., 
Janesville. Wisconsin received an extension.

Get ready 
to get real

Submitted photo
A star in the upper right corner of the driver’s 
license indicates it is compliant with federal Real 
ID Act requirements.

Real ID mandates for airport,  
federal building security  

will be coming in October

By Mike Schneider

Associated Press

The U.S. Supreme Court 

decided a citizenship question 

won’t be on this spring’s census 

form, but that doesn’t mean the 

fight over it has ended in court-

rooms across the country.

In Maryland, civil rights 

groups are trying to block an order 

from President Donald Trump to 

gather citizenship data through 

administrative records. In New 

York, other civil rights groups 

are seeking sanctions against 

Trump administration attorneys 

for not turning over documents 

related to the citizenship ques-

tion’s origins. Democratic law-

makers in the District of Colum-

bia are fighting for similar docu-

ments, and Alabama officials are 

suing the Census Bureau to keep 

immigrants living in the country 

illegally from being counted 

during the process that deter-

mines the number of congressio-

nal seats each state gets.

All of the lawsuits touch on 

whether the number of citi-

zens, instead of the total popula-

tion, will be used for redistrict-

ing or apportionment—the pro-

cess of divvying up congressio-

nal seats among the states after 

the 2020 census. Opponents say 

doing so would dilute the influ-

ence of minorities and Demo-

crats, which they argue was the 

true intent of the Trump admin-

istration’s desire to add a citizen-

ship question in the first place.

The U.S. Constitution speci-

fies that congressional districts 

should be based on how many 

people—not citizens—live there. 

But the legal requirements are 

murkier for state legislative dis-

tricts.

“The country is changing 

demographically, and people in 

power believe that the only way 

to stay in power is to disadvan-

tage minority voters,” said Andrea 

Senteno, an attorney for the Mex-

ican American Legal Defense and 

Education Fund, one of the civil 

rights groups that sued Trump in 

the Maryland case. “What we’re 

seeing now is a reflection of that. 

It’s really about political power in 

the long term.”

Supporters of the question say 

the U.S. should know how many 

citizens there are.

“It’s important for us as a coun-

try to know how many people are 

Not on form, but brawl over citizenship question continues
State, local fights 

over issue continue

Getting exotic

Sara Richter holds a chameleon gecko on her finger at the Show 
Me Reptile & Exotics Show on Sunday.
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