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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Community Credit 

Union is canceling the construction 

of a new headquarters on Rockport 

Road and putting on hold its Gen-

eral Motors Legacy Center project in 

downtown Janesville.

The decisions were made in light of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and uncer-

tain economy, said credit union 

spokeswoman CeeCee Philipps.

The decision affects ongoing 

efforts to renew and rebuild down-

town Janesville into a center of civic 

pride and entertainment.

Philipps said the economic uncer-

tainty means the credit union cannot 

say what the Legacy Center will look 

like or even that it will be at 100 W. 

Milwaukee St.

The Legacy Center involved 

the restoration an approximately 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville certified medical assis-
tant Amanda Johnson waves at people who came to pray in their 
cars as they circled the hospital Thursday. Johnson works at the 
drive-thru screening area for COVID-19 testing.

Hospital hosts drive-thru prayers

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A runner makes his way along the trail through Monterey Park early Thurs-
day morning.

Enjoying the spring sunlight

By Jason Dearan and Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, FLA.

The Trump administration 

shelved a document created by 

the nation’s top disease investi-

gators with step-by-step advice 

to local authorities on how 

and when to reopen restau-

rants and other public places 

during the still-raging corona-

virus outbreak.

The 17-page report by a Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 

Prevention team, titled “Guid-

ance for Implementing the 

Opening Up America Again 

Framework,” was researched 

and written to help faith lead-

ers, business owners, educa-

tors, and state and local offi-

cials as they begin to reopen.

It was supposed to be pub-

lished last Friday, but agency 

scientists were told the guid-

ance “would never see the light 

of day,” according to a CDC 

official. The official was not 

authorized to talk 

to reporters and 

spoke to The Asso-

ciated Press on the 

condition of ano-

nymity.

T h e  A P 

obtained a copy 

from a second fed-

eral official who 

was not autho-

rized to release it. 

The guidance was 

described in AP 

stories last week 

prior to the deci-

sion to shelve it.

The Trump 

administrat ion 

has been closely 

controlling the 

release of guid-

ance and information during 

the pandemic spurred by a new 

coronavirus that scientists are 

still trying to understand, with 

the president himself leading 

freewheeling daily briefings 

until last week.

Traditionally, it has been 

the CDC’s role to give the pub-

lic and local officials guidance 

and science-based informa-
tion during public health cri-

ses. During this 
one, however, the 
CDC has not had a 
regular, pandem-
ic-related news 
briefing in nearly 
two months. CDC 
Director Dr. Rob-
ert Redfield has 
been a member of 
the White House 
coronavirus task 
force but largely 
absent from pub-
lic appearances.

The dearth of 
real-time, pub-
lic information 
from the nation’s 
experts has struck 
many current and 
former govern-
ment health offi-

cials as dangerous.
“CDC has always been the 

public health agency Ameri-
cans turn to in a time of cri-
sis,” said Dr. Howard Koh, a 
Harvard professor and former 
health official in the Obama 
administration during the 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Hospitals’ preoccupation with 

the COVID-19 pandemic forced 

them to put elective surgeries on 

hold, but some hospitals are start-

ing to reschedule those surgeries 

so they don’t keep patients wait-

ing indefinitely.

By the end of May, Edgerton 

Hospital and Health Services will 

have all of its services available 

again, but on a smaller scale and 

with processes in place to keep 

patients and workers safe, hospi-

tal spokeswoman Sunny Bowditch 

said.

Hospitals have been and will 

continue to be safe places, said Jim 

Schultz, CEO of Edgerton Hospi-

tal.

He said people should not feel 

like they have to avoid medical 

care because they might get sick 

at a hospital.

Officials from Mercyhealth, 

SSM Health and Beloit Health 

System say they will begin roll-

ing out services gradually.

Beloit Health System will begin 

offering elective surgeries next 

week, CEO Tim McKevett said in 

an interview with the Beloit Daily 

News.

Mercyhealth has started 

rescheduling postponed surger-

ies, procedures and appointments, 

according to a news release. A 

spokeswoman declined an inter-

view, referring a Gazette reporter 

to the news release and email 

exchanges.

Mercyhealth officials believe 

the health care system can isolate 

and treat COVID-19 patients with-

out putting others at risk, accord-

ing to the release.

White House withholds  
CDC reopening report

Hospitals slowly reverting operations

Agency prepared 
guidance for people 
wanting to reopen

Rock County facilities 
plan gradual return  

of surgeries, services

Traditionally, it has 

been the CDC’s role 

to give the public and 

local officials guidance 

and science-based 

information during 

public health crises. 

During this one, 

however, the CDC 

has not had a regular, 

pandemic-related 

news briefing in nearly 

two months.

Turn to HOSPITALS on Page 5A

A change of plans

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The sun begins to set behind 100 W. Milwaukee St., Janesville, 
on Thursday. The building was being restored to house Black-
hawk Community Credit Union’s General Motors Legacy Cen-
ter, but those plans are now on hold.

BHCCU cancels new offices, puts GM Legacy Center on hold

Turn to PLANS on Page 5A

Turn to REPORT on Page 4A

Downtown dining
Plan commission  

hears proposal to open a 

new Mexican restaurant 

where a fast food chain 

moved out years ago. 

Page 3A

Rivals await
The Green Bay Packers are 

scheduled to 

start the 2020  

season on the 

road against 

Minnesota. Page 1B

On their own
Analysis finds 17 states 

that recently suspended 

lockdown orders did not 

adhere to guidelines for 

doing so provided by the 

White House. Page 5B
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