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WASHINGTON

Both President Joe Biden and his 
Republican critics have an interest in 
pronouncing the massive stimulus pack-
age to be an ideological revolution.

Biden has a history of inviting com-
parisons between himself and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. Senate Majority Leader 
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., 
hailed the American Res-
cue Plan as “the biggest 
package of relief since 
the New Deal.”

According to House 
Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif.: “They 
called this the most pro-
gressive piece of legisla-
tion in history. For those 
who are watching, pro-
gressive means social-
ism.”

And there is no doubt 
that the $1.9 trillion 
stimulus package is enor-
mous—roughly 40% of 
the whole federal bud-
get and about 9% of 
gross domestic product. 
If you stacked up all that 
money in dollar bills, the 
pile would reach almost 
half as high as Donald 
Trump’s self-regard. As I 
said, just huge.

But having taken the 
time to scroll through the 
legislation, my cumula-
tive impression was dif-
ferent than I expected. 
There is, of course, fund-
ing for vaccine distri-
bution, testing and con-
tact tracing, state and 
local health depart-
ments, genomic surveil-
lance, emergency med-
ical supplies and global 
pandemic response, rural 
hospitals, community health centers, 
mental health services, VA hospitals, the 
Indian Health Service, and Obamacare 
subsidies.

There is funding for farm loans, food 
stamps, libraries and school lunches. 
There is funding for child-care block 
grants, private schools that enroll 
low-income children, small businesses, 
nonprofits, rental assistance, mortgage 
payment assistance, emergency housing 
vouchers, public transportation, restau-
rants, aging and disability services, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, airlines, the 
earned-income tax credit and paid sick 
leave.

In the legislation, you will find a line 
item for a long list of social needs. What 
you will not find is a new or transforma-
tional role for government.

A great deal of money is devoted 
to shoring up existing programs and 
institutions, as you’d expect during a 
national emergency. Some of the larg-
est elements of the stimulus—the $1,400 
checks, the $300 weekly unemployment 
insurance subsidy, the refundable child 
credit—go directly to individuals to use 

as they please. The transfer of $350 bil-
lion to states and localities is federalism 
exemplified.

This is not to deny that the stimu-
lus will have dramatic effects. The fund-
ing given to state, local and tribal gov-
ernments is more than quadruple the 
budget holes they need to fill until next 
summer. The Urban Institute estimates 
that child poverty could be (temporar-
ily) cut in half by measures in the pack-
age. And at least some elements of the 
legislation—particularly the expanded 
child credit—might be popular enough 
to become permanent.

But comparisons between this emer-
gency measure and the New Deal or 
Great Society are strained to the point 
of silliness. Roosevelt and Lyndon B. 
Johnson established new federal roles 
in retirement security and health care, 
which were fulfilled by vast new federal 
bureaucracies. Biden is mainly adding 
more money to existing programs and 
mediating institutions. 

For me, this is not a criticism. Pro-
viding resources to families, businesses, 
community institutions and states is 
certainly the fastest way to encour-
age economic recovery. This approach 
increases the positive influence of gov-
ernment while maximizing the author-
ity and choice of individuals. It encour-
ages social justice without massively 
expanding the size and role of federal 
bureaucracies. In many aspects, this is 
what used to be called the empower-
ment agenda: providing individuals, 
businesses and community institutions 
with the resources to improve the qual-
ity of life around them.

The American Rescue Plan reduces 
economic inequality—but not in such 
a way that it punishes the wealthy. 
According to the Tax Policy Center, the 
legislation will boost after-tax income in 
the lowest quintile by about 20%. Those 
in the top quintile will see their after-tax 
income rise by 0.7%. This is a pretty ane-
mic socialist revolution.

The difficulty with this scale of 
spending is not that it helps the poor at 
the expense of the wealthy. The prob-
lem is that it helps the present at the 
expense of the future. The level of lia-
bilities the federal government is incur-
ring will eventually impose a burden of 
debt servicing that crowds out a lot of 
discretionary spending. But there seems 
to be a cheerful, bipartisan agreement 
to ignore this problem. And it probably 
should be ignored during an economic 
crisis anyway.

I don’t deny that Biden could build 
on this emergency measure—with, say, 
his $2 trillion climate plan, or the cre-
ation of a public option for health 
care—in ways that could be transfor-
mational. But what he has done so far 
does not indicate the triumph of social-
ism, or even the return of the New Deal. 
It shows a distinctly American talent for 
achieving liberal goals by market-ori-
ented methods.
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Over the weekend, Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan was asked on CNN about attacks 
on Asian Americans during the COVID-
19 pandemic, and his response was direct 
and forceful calling them “outrageous” and 

“unacceptable.” The 
governor has some 
direct knowledge of 
this. His wife, Yumi 
Hogan, is Korean Amer-

ican, and he told host Jake Tapper on “State 
of the Union” that she, their three daughters 
and their grandchildren have suffered its 
effects. It’s a point the Republican governor 
made several days earlier, too, posting on 
social media a 2018 photograph of his fam-
ily with a shout-out to President Joe Biden, 
a Democrat, for condemning hate crime 
attacks on Asian Americans in a national 
address from the White House last Thurs-
day.  The president observed how Asian 
Americans were being “attacked, harassed, 
blamed and scapegoated.” And he was cor-
rect: It is happening with shameful fre-
quency.

A new study from the Center for the 
Study of Hate & Extremism found anti-
Asian hate crimes in the nation’s largest cit-
ies is up 149% in 2020 compared to an over-
all drop in hate crimes of 7% during the 
same period. In New York City, for example, 
the number of anti-Asian hate crimes rose 
by nearly tenfold between 2019 and 2020. 
The study’s authors speculate that such inci-
dents are greatly underreported as these are 
only cases which result in a police report. 

It’s not difficult to see what’s going on 
here. Then-President Donald Trump took 
particular glee in referring to COVID-19 as 
the “China virus,” and he did so again and 
again at rallies to the point where anything 
China or Chinese would draw a chorus of 
angry boos and catcalls from his supporters.

It was exactly the kind of frenzy that he 
conjured four years earlier when speak-
ing out against Mexican and Central Amer-
ican immigrants. There was no subtlety 
here, no policy point; it was all about anger 
and hatred and an America First vision that 
judges nonwhites as the enemy. Nor did it 
help that China became the favored bogey-
man of the Republican right-wing, raising 
furor to a level reminiscent of the Red Scare.

That’s not to suggest the U.S. doesn’t have 
legitimate policy disputes with China. Of 
course, we do. China represents a national 
security threat as do Russia, North Korea 
and Iran. But our dispute is on policy, not 
people. And unsupported claims that China 
deliberately unleashed the coronavirus or 
that it was even bioengineered in a govern-
ment lab have been mindlessly repeated 
again and again to anger Americans. Even 
now, despite Trump’s departure from the 
White House, others have picked up the 
bile-spewing xenophobia: Last fall, no fewer 
than 164 Republicans in the U.S. House of 
Representatives voted against legislation 
condemning racist attacks on Asian Ameri-
cans related to COVID. It was dismissed by 
some as too “woke.”

Apparently it’s just too politically correct 
to be against the 2,800 incidents of anti-
Asian hate, including assaults, that took 
place between March 19 and Dec. 31, 2020, 
according to the advocacy group Stop AAPI 
Hate. 

Enough is enough. It’s never been accept-
able to senselessly attack people on the basis 
of race or nationality, gender, religion, sex-
ual orientation or anything else . On this 
matter, America’s leaders ought to speak 
with one voice so that there’s no mistak-
ing the truth: Stop the bullying, harassment 
and hate. Not in the times of COVID-19, not 
before and not after.

Racist attacks 
aimed at Asian 

Americans must 
be condemned

MICHAEL  
GERSON

From Baltimore 

Sun

Fix is simple:  
Limit presidents  

to one term
It kind of surprises me 

how the Washington folks 
can’t seem to conquer how to 
stop the fiasco we had at the 
Capitol in 2020.

Make it a law: You only 
run one term at a time will 
help a lot. Then he’ll be able 
to take care of business for 
four years.

It seems the first 1½ years 
the new one tries to correct 
what ain’t liked and start to 
accomplish what he’s want-
ing done. The next year and 
a half visits countries abroad 
and continues his accom-
plishments.

Last year a little vacation 
and starts his reelection pro-
cess. On one term, he’d do 
business to end of term.

I can’t see where you 
really have to go to college 
to figure it out. Members of 
government have been there 
way too long to get it accom-
plished. I’ll wait for yours!

RONALD R. PERRY
Janesville

Exempt AmeriCorps 
education award  

from taxes
AmeriCorps members 

make a difference in Janes-
ville and communities 
throughout Wisconsin, and 
we can make a difference 
for them by exempting the 
AmeriCorps education award 
from state income tax.

Each year, over 1,200 
AmeriCorps members serve 
1 million hours at nearly 350 
service sites across Wiscon-
sin. AmeriCorps members 
with numerous programs 
serve in Janesville, including 
Beloit Fresh Start YouthBuild 
AmeriCorps Program, Wis-
consin Association for Home-
less and Runaway Services, 
and Wisconsin Association of 
Free & Charitable Clinics.

Our state’s AmeriCorps 
members positively impact 
Wisconsinites by providing 
educational programming, 
supporting citizens with dis-
abilities, assisting homeless 
youth, constructing housing, 
completing conservation and 
disaster recovery projects, 
helping people lead healthier 
lives and in numerous other 
ways.

Additionally, they stepped 
up to assist local commu-
nities during the COVID-
19 pandemic by helping stu-
dents during remote learning 
and at reopened schools and 
by supporting food banks, 
school meal programs, 211 
call lines, contact tracing and 
other relief efforts.

Following their service, 
AmeriCorps members earn a 
federal education award that 
can be used for tuition or to 
pay back student loan debt. 
Unlike other scholarships, 
the education award is sub-
ject to state income taxes that 
increase their tax bills while 
students attending college or 
starting a new job with lim-
ited incomes.

Recognizing this issue, 
Gov. Evers proposed exempt-
ing the education award from 
taxation in the 2021-23 bud-
get.

Eliminating the state 
income tax on the Ameri-
Corps Education Award is a 
wonderful way to recognize 
and thank AmeriCorps mem-
bers for their contributions 
to Wisconsin.

JEANNE DUFFY
Madison

Pandemic relief act  
is not a new New Deal

What Biden 

has done so 

far does not 

indicate the 

triumph of 

socialism, 

or even the 

return of the 

New Deal. 

It shows a 

distinctly 

American 

talent for 

achieving 

liberal goals 

by market- 

oriented 

methods.


