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•Betty Jean Evans
•Marie Hudziak
•Joyce E. Jegerlehner
•Martha Mary Kufrin

•Gloria S. Moehrke
•Harold Clayton Olson
•Howard L. Schoeller
•Ruffin Lloyd Staffrude

Senior salute
Parker’s Tina Shelton, right, and 
Ryann Porter qualified for seven 
events in last year’s WIAA state 
track meet. Now they are 
taking their talents to college. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 84 | Low 67  

Warmer with 
low clouds
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There will be no paper  

Monday. Have a 

safe and happy 

Memorial Day

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Eighteen troops died under 

the command of Lt. Col. Mark 
Freitag during the Iraq War.

Now a civilian and the city 
manager of Janesville, Freitag 
has much to remember as the 
country honors its war dead 
each Memorial Day.

Freitag led soldiers from 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, to 
Iraq in 2005-06. He com-
manded a Stryker cavalry 
squadron—about 550 troops—
with the 14th Cavalry Regi-
ment.

Strykers are large armored 
vehicles. Cavalry units are 
scouts. The unit was deployed 
to Al Anbar Province in the 
desert of western Iraq in 
August 2005.

Freitag was placed in com-
mand of other units in Al 
Anbar, varying from 800 to 
2,000 troops and including 
National Guard and Reserve 
troops, Air Force combat air 
controllers, Navy Seabees, 
Marines and Iraqi troops.

Based in Rawah along the 
Euphrates River, his “battle 
space” was about the size of 
Rhode Island.

“Our job out there was to 

essentially destroy Al Qaeda in 

Iraq, which was the terrorist 

organization leading the insur-

gency in Iraq,” Freitag said.

“The burden that you carry 

on your shoulders, it’s a heavy 

load,” Freitag said of com-

manding troops in a war zone.

The soldiers went on patrol, 

“knowing that any day it could 

be your day.”

“What keeps you going is 

that we were trying to make a 

difference for people who had 

been oppressed for a very, very 

long time,” he said.

In that first year, seven 

Americans in other units and 

six in Freitag’s Stryker squad-

ron unit died.

Of those six, three died 

in non-combat incidents—a 

Former Lt. Col. remembers troops  
under his command in Iraq in 2005

Submitted photos
Army Lt. Col. Mark Freitag, with his interpreter, Eddy, gives candy to 
Iraqi children in Rawah, Iraq, in 2005.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Tuesday afternoon, 

a family of swallows 

cackled in a nest under-

neath loose metal flash-

ing along the roof line of 

Janesville’s former First 

National Bank.

That was the only 

action going at the 

107-year-old downtown 

bank on North River 

Street. Plans have stalled 

to turn the vacant build-

ing into a museum-like 

showpiece to honor 

autoworkers at the for-

mer General Motors 

assembly plant.

Blackhawk Com-

munity Credit Union, 

the building’s owner, 

shelved the Legacy 

Center project earlier 

this month. The credit 

union is not tipping its 

hand much on the prop-

erty’s future or its plans 

for a Legacy Center.

But spokeswoman 

CeeCee Philipps said 

the work stoppage is 

emblematic of the credit 

union’s shift away from 

its aggressive push into 

real estate development 

in recent years.

Amid turnover in its 

top ranks, including last 

month’s departure of 

CEO Sherri Stumpf, the 

credit union says it now 

plans to sell a nearby 
property it bought out 
of foreclosure last year—
the former Town and 
Country restaurant one 
block south of the old 
bank.

Both properties 
encompass almost half 
of the commercial real 
estate in a two-block 
area of River Street, 
which is near the down-
town area that has been 
the focus of revitaliza-
tion efforts by the city 
and private entities.

Philipps said the 
credit union, like many 
businesses enduring the 

pandemic, has decided 
to retrench and focus 
efforts and resources on 
its core operations. She 
said the credit union’s 
main mission is work-
ing with its members.

“Sometimes you’re 
so busy working in your 
business that you forget 
to work on your busi-
ness,” Philipps said. 
“And we’re not a real 
estate developer. We’re a 
credit union. We’re here 
for the community, and 
we’re here for our peo-
ple. You know, real estate 
(development) isn’t our 
thing.”

Stumpf had led 

efforts to redevelop the 

Legacy Center, and she 

had gone public last year 

with plans for the for-

mer Town and Country 

property.

The city has issued 

raze-or-repair orders on 

the gutted, half-block-

long restaurant prop-

erty. The credit union 

had planned since last 

fall to demolish the 

building after a former 

owner failed to sell it.

Meanwhile, the credit 

union also scrapped 

Blackhawk Community Credit Union turns away from real estate development

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Concrete block is exposed on the former First National Bank building at 100 W. Mil-
waukee St., Janesville. Blackhawk Community Credit Union had planned to remodel 
the building into a Legacy Center honoring General Motors workers, but it recently 
put the project on hold.

Recalling 
lives lost

Army Lt. Col. Mark Freitag receives 
an operations brief from his staff 
in the fall of 2005 at Combat Out-
post Rawah in western Iraq.

Credit union shifting focus

By Ded Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Time is running out on an arms 

control treaty that, if it’s allowed 
to expire, will leave the world with 
no legal restrictions on U.S. and 
Russian nuclear weapons for the 
first time in nearly half a century.

If President Donald Trump 
doesn’t extend the New Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty—the only 
remaining U.S.-Russia arms con-
trol pact—or succeed in negoti-
ating a replacement treaty, it will 
expire Feb. 5. That’s just 16 days 
after Trump begins a second term 
or his successor is sworn into 
office.

Russia has offered to extend 
New START for up to five years, 
but Trump is holding out. He 
thinks China, which is expected 
to double its stockpile of nuclear 
weapons in the next decade, 
should have to sign on to a nuclear 
arms control accord, too.

The future of New START was 
further called into question with 
Trump’s announcement Thurs-
day that the U.S. intends to with-
draw from another treaty that 
permits observation flights over 
the U.S., Russia and more than 
30 other nations.

Trump voiced his desire for 
a three-way arms control agree-
ment months ago, but that effort 
is still in the starting blocks.

Marshall Billingslea, who was 

appointed last month as the presi-

dent’s special envoy for arms con-

trol, said Thursday that he had 

his first secure phone call with his 

counterpart in Moscow, Russian 

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 

Ryabkov. Billingslea said the two 

agreed to meet, talk about their 

objectives and find a way to begin 

negotiations.

“Suffice to say, this won’t be 

easy. It is new,” Billingslea said, 

adding that the U.S. fully expects 

Russia to help bring China to the 

table.

Russian officials and many 

arms control experts agree that 

Time rapidly running out on the last US-Russia nuclear arms treaty

Unrestricted nuclear weapons?
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